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Our Vision 
A sustainable community with a vibrant future. 
 

Our Mission 
Council will work with our community and partners to provide: 
• Innovative leadership, good governance and financial accountability 
• Value for money, accessible and appropriately targeted services 
• A strong advocacy and engagement approach to achieve a truly liveable community 
 
Our Values 
Council will achieve its Vision and Mission by acting with: 
•   Respect 
•   Integrity 
•   Goodwill 
•   Honesty 
•   Trust 
Our Strategic 
`Our Strategic Direction 
The four pillars of our Council Plan indicate our key strategic direction for 2013-2017. 
 
An underlying principle in the development of the Council Plan was to more effectively integrate 
service delivery. 
 
Pillar 1: Good Governance 
Pillar 2: A Planned Future 
Pillar 3: A Place to Live and Grow 
Pillar 4: A Healthy Community and Environment 
 
Our Councillors 
Cr Frank Buchanan (Mayor), Cr Brian Crook, Cr Michael Delahunty, Cr Stephen Hart, Cr Lyn 
Russell, Cr Chris Smith, Cr Terry Woodcroft (Deputy Mayor). 
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Ordinary Meeting of Council 
 

Welcome  
Welcome to this Meeting of the Colac Otway 
Shire Council 
 

Council Meetings are an important way to ensure 
that your democratically elected representatives 
are working for you in a fair and transparent way.  
They also allow the public to be involved in the 
decision making process of Council 
 

About this meeting 
There are a few things to know about tonight’s 
meeting.  The agenda itemizes all the different 
parts to the meeting.  Some of the items are 
administrative and are required by law.  In the 
agenda you will also find a list of all the items to 
be discussed this evening. 
 

Each report is written by a Council officer 
outlining the purpose of the report, all relevant 
information and a recommendation.  Council will 
consider the report and either accept the 
recommendation or make amendments to it.  All 
decisions of Council are adopted if they receive a 
majority vote from the Councillors present at the 
meeting. 
 

In accordance with Local Law 4, agenda items 
will be considered as follows: 
• The item is introduced by the Mayor and 

Councillors are invited to ask questions of 
relevant officers 

• A mover and a seconder of a motion is called 
for and if there is any Councillor who wishes 
to oppose the motion. 

• The mover will then be invited to speak to the 
motion, followed by the seconder and then, if 
required, the Councillor who opposed the 
motion. 

• Remaining Councillors will be given the 
opportunity to speak for or against the 
motion. 

• If any Councillor speaks against the motion, 
the mover will be given the right of reply. 

• There will be no further discussion of the item 
once the vote has been declared. 

 
Public Question Time 
Provision is made at the beginning of the meeting 
for general question time from members of the 
public.  Matters relating to routine Council works 
should be taken up with Council’s Customer 
Assist Staff. 
Up to thirty minutes may be provided for Question 
Time. This is at the discretion of the Mayor.   

 

Residents are encouraged to lodge questions in 
advance so that a more complete response can 
be given. 
 

Questions can be submitted in writing up until 
5.00pm on the Monday prior to each Council 
meeting.  There is also provision for questions to 
be asked from the gallery.  If you would like to 
ask a question during Question Time, it would be 
appreciated if you could please fill in the blue 
“Public Question Time – Council Meetings” form 
located in the meeting rooms and hand to the 
COPACC Duty Supervisor. 
 

Questions relating to a topic on the agenda may 
be taken on notice and responded to after the 
meeting.  Responses to questions taken on 
notice will be tabled at the following meeting and 
included in the minutes of that meeting. 
 

Hearing of  Submissions 
Any person who has made a written submission 
on an item and requested that she or he be heard 
in support of that written submission pursuant to 
section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 
will be entitled to address Council. 
 

When the relevant item is listed for discussion, 
the Mayor/Chairperson will call your name and 
ask you to address the Council.  The length of 
time available to each speaker is five minutes.   

Recording of Meetings 
All Council and Committee meetings are audio 
recorded, with the exception of matters identified 
as confidential items in the Agenda. This includes 
the public participation sections of the meetings.  
Audio recordings of meetings are taken to 
facilitate the preparation of the minutes of open 
Council and Committee meetings and to ensure 
their accuracy. In some circumstances a 
recording will be disclosed to a third party. Those 
circumstances include, but are not limited to, 
circumstances, such as where Council is 
compelled to disclose an audio recording 
because it is required by law, such as the 
Freedom of Information Act 1982, or by court 
order, warrant, or subpoena or to assist in an 
investigation undertaken by the Ombudsman or 
the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption 
Commission. 
Council will not use or disclose the recordings for 
any other purpose. It is an offence to make an 
unauthorised recording of the meeting. 
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COLAC OTWAY SHIRE COUNCIL 
ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL 

 
NOTICE is hereby given that the next ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING OF THE COLAC-
OTWAY SHIRE COUNCIL will be held in Apollo Bay Seniors Citizens Centre on 27 April 
2016 at 4.00pm. 
 
 
1. OPENING PRAYER  

Almighty God, we seek your 
blessing and guidance in our 
deliberations on behalf of the 
people of the Colac Otway Shire. 
Enable this Council’s decisions to be 
those that contribute to the true 
welfare and betterment of our community. 

AMEN 
 

2. APOLOGIES  

 
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST  

Pursuant to Sections 77, 78 and 79 of the Local Government Act 1989, direct and indirect 
conflict of interest must be declared prior to debate on specific items within the agenda; or in 
writing to the Chief Executive Officer before the meeting.  Declaration of indirect interests 
must also include the classification of the interest (in circumstances where a Councillor has 
made a Declaration in writing, the classification of the interest must still be declared at the 
meeting), ie: 
 

a) direct financial interest 
b) indirect interest by close association 
c) indirect interest that is an indirect financial interest 
d) indirect interest because of conflicting duties 
e) indirect interest because of receipt of an applicable gift 
f) indirect interest as a consequence of becoming an interested party 
g) indirect interest as a result of impact on residential amenity 
h) conflicting personal interest. 

 
A Councillor who has declared a conflict of interest, must leave the meeting and remain 
outside the room while the matter is being considered, or any vote is taken. 
 
Councillors are also encouraged to declare circumstances where there may be a perceived 
conflict of interest. 
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4. WELCOME & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY  

Colac Otway Shire acknowledges the traditional custodians and law makers of this land, 
their elders past and present and welcomes any descendants here today. 
 
Colac Otway Shire encourages community input and participation in Council decisions.  
Council meetings provide an opportunity for the community to ask Council questions, either 
verbally at the meeting or in writing. 
 
Please note that Council may not be able to answer some questions at the meeting.  These 
will be answered later.  
 
Council meetings enable Councillors to debate matters prior to decisions being made. I ask 
that we all behave in a courteous manner.   
 
All Council and Committee meetings are audio recorded, with the exception of matters 
identified as confidential items in the Agenda. This includes the public participation sections 
of the meetings. 
 
Audio recordings of meetings are taken to facilitate the preparation of the minutes of open 
Council and Committee meetings and to ensure their accuracy.  
 
In some circumstances a recording will be disclosed to a third party. Those circumstances 
include, but are not limited to, circumstances, such as where Council is compelled to 
disclose an audio recording because it is required by law, such as the Freedom of 
Information Act 1982, or by court order, warrant, or subpoena or to assist in an investigation 
undertaken by the Ombudsman or the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption 
Commission. 
 
Council will not use or disclose the recordings for any other purpose. It is an offence to make 
an unauthorised recording of the meeting. 
 
5. QUESTION TIME  

A maximum of 30 minutes is allowed for question time.  To ensure that each member of the 
gallery has the opportunity to ask questions, it may be necessary to allow a maximum of two 
questions from each person in the first instance.  Once everyone has had an opportunity to 
ask their initial questions, and if time permits, the Mayor will invite further questions.   
 
Please remember, you must ask a question.  If you do not ask a question you will be asked 
to sit down and the next person will be invited to ask a question.  Question time is not a 
forum for public debate or statements. 
 
1. Questions received in writing prior to the meeting (subject to attendance and time), 
2. Questions from the floor. 
 
6. TABLING OF RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS  

 These responses will not be read out but will be included in the minutes of this  
 meeting. 
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7. PETITIONS/JOINT LETTERS (if required)  

 
8. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

 
As per Governance Local Law No 4, clause 34: 
 
 ● Ordinary Council Meeting  held on the 23/03/16. 
 

Recommendation:  
 
That Council: 
 
Confirm the above minutes.  

 
 
34. Objection to Confirmation of Minutes 

(1) If a Councillor is dissatisfied with the accuracy of the minutes, then he or 
she must: 

 state the item or items with which he or she is dissatisfied; and (a)

 propose a motion clearly outlining the alternative wording to (b)
amend the minutes. 

(2) Except where sub-clause (1) applies, no vote shall be recorded against a 
motion to adopt the minutes. 
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OM162704-1 DRAFT BUDGET 2016/2017   
 
AUTHOR: Mark Lyons ENDORSED: Sue Wilkinson 

DEPARTMENT: Corporate Services FILE REF: CLF11/42 

  
Purpose 
This report outlines the proposed budget document that will be tabled for consideration by 
Council at its meeting on 27 April 2016 to release the proposed budget for community 
comment and public submissions. 
 
The proposed budget has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Act and 
the Regulations and has been prepared using the Victorian Councils model budget template.   
 
Declaration of Interests 
No officer declared an interest under the Local Government Act 1989 in the preparation of 
this report. 
 
Background 
The Annual Budget is an essential planning and resource tool produced each year.  The 
development of a considered budget is vital to the ongoing operational and financial viability 
of Council.  The budget sets out the expected income and expenditure of both operational 
and capital activities for the coming year and also incorporates Council's rating strategies. 
 
The budget is a transparent account of Council's operations in line with good governance. 
The budget documentation forms part of a comprehensive public accountability process and 
reporting that includes: 
 

• The Council Plan 
• The Strategic Resource Plan 
• The Annual Budget 
• Internal and External Audit 
• Annual Report 

Process of preparation of the proposed budget 2016/17 
The proposed budget for 2016/17 has been developed in collaboration with Councillors over 
many months.  The preparation has been thorough and comprehensive and has been 
focussed on delivering the services our community needs whilst also being mindful of costs.  
The process has identified savings and opportunities that have allowed Council to retain a 
strong focus on maintaining and upgrading our roads and footpaths and other essential 
assets.  

This year, the process for the preparation of the draft annual budget has included: 
• Development of detailed business cases for new and capital initiatives  
• Analysis of funding options including external grant funds 
• A comprehensive review of the fees and charges 
• A comprehensive review of business plans 
• A comprehensive review of Council's services 
• A comprehensive review of all proposed capital and project works 
• Development of an inclusive consultation program 
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The 2016/17 proposed budget has been prepared in line with the priorities outlined in key 
strategic documents including the Council Plan and the Strategic Resource Plan. 
 
The 2016/17 proposed budget has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of 
the Local Government Act 1989 and the Local Government (Planning and Reporting) 
Regulations 2014. 
 
Strategic Resource Plan/ Financial Strategy  
The proposed budget 2016/17 incorporates the updated 2017/20 Strategic Resource Plan.  
The Strategic Resource Plan (SRP) is a four year plan of the financial and human resources 
Council required to implement the actions and deliver the objectives set out in the Council 
Plan 2013 – 2017.   
 
In pursuit of its objectives, the Strategic Resource Plan embodies the following objectives for 
Council over the next four years including: 

 
• Ensuring that Council’s financial resources are directed to achieving the desired 

outcomes, strategies and initiatives articulated in the Council Plan 
• Maintaining the existing range and level of service provision and developing the 

capacity to grow and add new services if required 
• Ensuring that Council’s expenditure on services and capital works is balanced with 

the revenue it receives 
• Maintaining a viable and sustainable cash position, ensuring Council remains 

financially sustainable in the long-term 
• Maintain debt levels below prudential guidelines 
• Continuing to pursue ongoing grant funding for strategic capital funds from the state 

and federal government 
• Ensuring critical renewal is funded annually over the timeframe of the SRP 
• Ensuring a careful use of cash backed reserves to fund projects and programs that 

are consistent with the purpose envisaged when the reserve appropriation was 
originally made 

 
Proposed budget 2016-2017 - Summary 
The proposed budget 2016/17 is appended to this report.  The proposed budget is 
considered to be prudent and responsible and will ensure that Colac Otway remains in a 
sustainable, low-risk financial position. 
 
Changes have been made to the model budget template from 2016/17 with the major 
changes being:  

• Changes to reflect the requirements of rate capping legislation. 
• Significant restructuring of the document to bring all mandatory information forward 

into the new Budget Reports section and to move all best practice disclosure 
information to the new Budget Analysis section and the existing Long Term 
Strategies section. 

• A revised Mayor’s Introduction and Executive Summary section. 
 

The draft budget proposes an overall average rate increase of 2.5%. This is in line with the 
new rate capping framework which has capped rate increases by Victorian councils.  Unlike 
a number of other Councils across Victoria Colac Otway Shire has not sought an exemption 
from the State Government to raise rates any higher than the cap.  We know that this 
decision reflects our communities’ expectations. 
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Although very challenging, Council has worked hard during the preparation of this budget to 
change our business practices and identify smarter and cheaper ways to do things.  As a 
result we have been able to deliver a budget that meets the states 2.5% cap by cutting 
Councils operating costs.   Very few Councils have been able to achieve this result and we 
understand many Councils are preparing budget which meet the rate cap by cutting their 
services or reducing the amount of work they do maintaining important infrastructure such as 
roads and bridges and parks.   Business improvement initiatives identified will result in 
ongoing savings in the vicinity of $ 1.8 million over the four year estimates.  Council will 
continue to focus on identifying sustainable cost savings that will enable it to deliver high 
quality, responsive and accessible services to the community. 
Key highlights of the draft budget include: 
  
 

• Average rates and charges rise of 2.5% (including waste collection charges) equating 
to $0.88 per week 

• The delivery of a significant capital works program totalling $17.57 million.  Of this 
$12.48 million will be spent on renewing our community's existing assets, with a 
further $4.79 million spent on upgrading our assets to improve community services 

• The completion of the Colac Central Reserve redevelopment project worth $2.81 
million 

• A significant roads program totalling $9.35 million, including $2.30 million of recovery 
works in bushfire affected areas 

• Footpath and cycleway works of $1.53 million, including $975,000 on Colac CBD 
entrances project, $290,000 on footpath extensions and $225,000 on footpath 
renewal 

• The trial of additional Green waste collections across the entire Shire for all residents 
receiving a kerbside collection service to coincide with the start of the fire season 

• Recreational facility improvements of $512,000, including works at the Birregurra 
tennis and netball courts 

• $298,000 for undertaking environmental sustainability projects 
• $216,000 for energy efficiency programs including street lighting upgrades which will 

generate future cost savings 
• Trial of additional operating hours and day for the Apollo Bay Library commencing 1 

August 2016 
• The delivery of an underlying surplus  
• No new borrowings 

 
Council Plan / Other Strategies / Policy 
Good Governance  
Means we care about and are responsive to the community, encourage democratic 
participation and involve people in decisions that affect them. We strive for excellence in 
financial management and council services, and always look for better ways to do things.  
Our Goal:  
Ensure transparency of governance practices, the capability of our organisation and effective 
resource management.  
 
Issues / Options 
Infrastructure Renewal 
The budget maintains the focus on maintaining Councils community infrastructure. The 
2016/17 Budget includes $12.48 million for Asset Renewal. This amount meets the 
requirements of the Council resolution of 26 February 2014. 
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“The sum of the renewal expenditure to be not less than 100% of depreciation, where 
renewal expenditure areas comprise components as listed in the 2012-2013 Colac Otway 
Shire annual report and additional areas as may be added from time to time.” 
 
Through Council's financial discipline and responsible decision making, Council will continue 
allocating funds needed to meet our infrastructure renewal target, providing a more 
sustainable base for Council's long-term operations. 
 
Services and facilities 
The growth in services and facilities over the past decade is seen as a positive for Colac 
Otway Shire.  Council has prepared a proposed budget for the 2016/17 financial year which 
seeks to balance the demand for services and infrastructure with affordability. Any increases 
have been carefully considered against Council's obligations to deliver existing services and 
to meet Council's statutory and regulatory obligations.  
Some key service area highlights of the proposed budget include:  
 

• The ongoing provision of an outstanding performing arts and cultural programme at 
COPACC  

• Support for more than 50 events across the shire 
• Continuation of the Colac 2050 Plan to promote sustainable development and growth 
• Continued development of a new Council website to allow our community greater 

access to information and services 
• Ongoing Investment to enhance the project management and continuous 

improvement capability of the organisation 
• Increased library hours for Apollo Bay 
• Continued investment in energy efficient initiatives 
• Additional Green Waste collection across the Shire for all residents receiving the 

kerbside collection service to coincide with the start of the fire season 

 
The budget document provides information about rates, cash and investments, the operating 
result, borrowing levels, financial position, capital works and the financial sustainability of 
Council. 
 
Capital Works and other Projects 
The 2016/17 proposed budget includes a number of projects. They include (but not limited 
to): 
 

• Sealed Road reconstruction     $3,521,752 
• Central Reserve Redevelopment    $2,810,750 
• Bushfire Infrastructure     $2,300,000 
• Unsealed Road Re-sheet program    $1,400,000 
• CBD entrances project     $   975,000 
• Local roads reseal program     $   900,000 
• Road improvement program     $   500,000 
• Building renewal program     $   450,000 
• Birregurra Tennis Netball Courts Redevelopment  $   301,650 
• Apollo Bay Harbour Development plan process  $     50,000 

 
The total new project Capital Works in the proposed budget is $16.13 million with a further 
approximately $1.44 million of capital projects carried forward from 2015/16 giving a total 
capital works program for 2016/17 of $17.57 million. With Council’s budgeted depreciation 
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being $10.24 million this covers the ratio of 150% as per the resolution from 26 February 
2014 Council Meeting; 
 
“Capital replacement expenditure to be not less than 150% of depreciation where capital 
replacement expenditure areas comprise components as listed in the 2012-2013 Colac 
Otway Shire annual report and additional areas as may be added from time to time.” 
 
Reserve Transfers 

 
Long Service Leave Reserve 
During 2012-2013 Council received a call from the industry superannuation fund to maintain 
the liquidity of the Defined Benefits Superannuation scheme.  This call of approximately 
$3.18 million was paid during the 2012-2013 period.  To pay that largely unexpected call, 
Council reduced the works programme for 2012-2013 and utilised funds set aside for 
employee Long Service Leave.   
 
Council has committed to repay the employee Long Service Leave reserve within eight (8) 
years and the proposed budget includes an amount of $162,934 to continue this.   
 
Landfill Rehabilitation Reserve 
In Keeping with our approach towards prudent financial management, Council continues to 
set aside funds for future commitments towards landfill rehabilitation in order to save 
ratepayers significant in the coming years. 
 
Loan Borrowings 
The budget for 2016/17 allows for no new borrowings to be made.  
 
Council is budgeting to repay $0.80 million in loan principal during 2016/17 and this includes 
repayment of a loan 3 years early generating ongoing financing costs savings for council. 
Total Council debt continues to reduce with the estimated outstanding balance expected to 
reduce to $3.97 million by June 2017. 
 
Rating and Valuations 
Council's total rates and charges will increase to $28.74 million (including supplementary 
rates) to enable the delivery of services and infrastructure to the community.  The budget 
proposal is for an increase in the average rates and charges of 2.5% for the 2016-2017 
financial year. 
 
The average for 2016-2017 is forecast to be $1,907, being $46 or $0.88 per week increase 
on 2015/16. 
 
A new land valuation will take effect from 1 July 2016 and will be the basis of rating for the 
new financial year.  The valuation result has overall land values across the Shire increasing 
by 6% and this reflects the future economic viability of the Shire.  The valuation has 
generated a number of challenges for Council in establishing its rating structure for the 
coming year.   
Rating is a complex process and although a significant portion of ratepayers will see a rate 
rise of 2.5% in line with the rate cap,   this will not be the case for all ratepayers as individual 
properties may have had valuation changes higher or lower than the average.  This will 
mean some ratepayers will see a rate rise less than 2.5% and some ratepayers a rise above 
2.5%.  Overall the amount of income generated by Council through rating has only increased 
by the maximum 2.5% for the financial year. 
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Waste Charge 
The kerbside collection charge has been reviewed in the light of service costs. It is proposed 
to increase the kerbside collection charge as follows: 
 

• Weekly charge has increased from $285 to $292 
• Fortnightly charge has increased from $189 to $194. 

 
Proposal 
That Council give public notice of the proposed 2015/16 draft budget and advertise to 
receive public submissions 
 
Financial and Other Resource Implications 
Refer to the proposed budget document. 
 
Policy Implications 
A key driver for the preparation of the proposed budget is the delivery of the Council Plan 
2013-2017.  Council has identified a vision for a sustainable community with a vibrant future.  
 
There are four key themes or ‘pillars’ identified in the Council Plan:  
 
 
1. Good Governance 
 
Means we care about and are responsive to the community, encourage democratic 
participation and involve people in decisions that affect them. We strive for excellence in 
financial management and council services, and always look for better ways to do things.  
 
Our Goal:  
Ensure transparency of governance practices, the capability of our organisation and effective 
resource management. 
 
2. A Planned Future 
 
Creates an attractive shire with quality buildings and spaces, accessible travel and transport, 
and a community that has the services and facilities it needs now and in the future; supports 
a prosperous economy where trade, manufacturing and business activity flourishes.   
 
Our Goal:  
Facilitate the growth, liveability and development of the shire and encourage innovation and 
efficiency in the local economy. 
 
3. A Place to Live and Grow 
 
Is a community where people feel cared for and supported; where buildings and spaces 
facilitate creativity, social activity and enrichment of life, and people have access to gain the 
skills and education needed to reach their potential.   
 
Our Goal:   
Improve access to buildings, spaces, services and education to support and enable quality 
of life. 
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4. A Healthy Community and Environment 
 
Actively connects and includes people of all ages and backgrounds and promotes a healthy 
and vibrant community life in a clean, safe and sustainable environment.   
 
Our Goal: 
Respect cultural differences, support a diverse range of healthy and creative activities, foster 
community safety and promote environmental sustainability. 
 
Risk Management & Compliance Issues 
Local Government Act 1989: (Act) 

• Section 127 - "Council must prepare a budget" 
• Section 129 - "Public notice" 
• Section 130 - "Adoption of budget or revised budget" 
• Section 223 - "Right to make submission" 

 
Environmental and Climate Change Considerations 
Not Applicable 
 
Community Engagement 
The community engagement strategy follows the recommendations of the Colac Otway 
Shire Council Community Engagement Policy of July 2013, which details five levels of 
engagement – inform, consult, involve, collaborate and empower. 
 
The community engagement strategy follows the recommendations of the Colac Otway 
Shire Council Community Engagement Policy of January 2010, which details five levels of 
engagement – inform, consult, involve, collaborate and empower. 
 
The method selected has been to consult with Councillors and staff in the development of 
the proposed budget. 
 
The budget for 2016/17 has been developed over many months and Council together with 
officers have analysed both financial and non-financial information to ensure that the budget 
delivers on Council's objectives and meets the services that our community requires. 
 
The next stage of the process is to release the budget for public comment. Section 223 of 
the Act requires that the budget be available for comment for a period of at least four (4) 
weeks.  A consultation period of five (5) weeks is proposed in line with the process adopted 
for the 2015/16 budget.  
 
Community consultation is an important step in the budget process.  
 
The community is strongly encouraged to provide comments and submissions on the 
financial strategies contained within the Budget document.   
 
As part of Council’s commitment to improve community engagement, drop-in information 
sessions will be held in Colac and Apollo Bay during the exhibition period to give community 
members the opportunity to ask questions of staff about the proposed budget. 
 
Advertisements will also be placed in the local papers advising the community that 
documents are available for viewing on Council's website and will also be available at 
Council's Service Centres from Monday 2 May 2016. 
 



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING  CORPORATE SERVICES 
OM162704-1 DRAFT BUDGET 2016/2017 
 

AGENDA - 27 APRIL 2016 16 
  

Submissions must be made in writing by Friday 3 June 2016 and Council will consider any 
submissions received at a Special Council Meeting on Wednesday 15 June 2016 prior to the 
final Budget being adopted on Wednesday 22 June 2016. 
 
Anyone wishing to be heard in support of their submission must advise Council of their 
intention to do so in the written submission provided by Friday 3 June 2016. 
 
It is important that the budget is adopted as near as practicable to the commencement of the 
financial year. Ideally the budget should be adopted prior to the commencement of the year 
to which it relates. This ensures that Council is authorised to function adequately and within 
defined budgetary constraints from the commencement of the financial year. 
 
The timelines proposed for approval 'in principle' of the 2016/17 annual budget, public 
consultation, consideration of submissions and adoption of the 2016/17 annual budget at the 
Council meeting on 22 June 2016. 
 
Implementation 
Advertisements will be placed in the local papers advising that documents are available for 
viewing.  The public information sessions will be promoted widely. 
 
Conclusion 
The proposed budget has been prepared over a considerable period of time, with significant 
input from Councillors and officers.  
 
The outcomes from the proposed 2016/17 budget are: 

• Achieving the objectives of the Council Plan 
• Maintenance of a solid financial position with a budgeted working capital ratio of 1.74 

at 30 June 2016 
• Maintenance of the range and level of services in the operating budget 
• Maintenance of sustainability indicators in the low risk range 
• Delivery of a significant capital works program and continue maintenance of existing 

community infrastructure 
• Maintenance of rate rises within the rate cap limitations 
• No additional borrowings 

 
Attachments 
1.  Draft Budget 2016/2017  
  
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council:  

 
  1. Endorses the proposed budget 2016/17 for the financial year (Attachments 1) for 

the purposes of Section 127 of the Local Government Act 1989.  
 

  2. Pursuant to Section 223 (1)(b) of the Local Government Act 1989 determines that 
Council will consider, and if requested, hear any submissions received in relation 
to the proposed budget 2016/17, on Wednesday, 15 June 2016 at 1.00 pm at 
COPACC.  
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    3. Notes that written submissions will be accepted for a five week period closing 
         5:00pm Friday, 3 June 2016. 

  4. Authorises the General Manager Corporate Services to give public notice, in 
accordance with Sections 129 and 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 that 
Council has prepared a proposed budget for the 2016-17 year, and pursuant to 
section 223 (3) to carry out the administrative procedures necessary to enable 
the Council to carry out its functions under section 223 of the Act.  

 
  5. Considers for adoption the proposed budget 2016/17 at the Council Meeting on 

Wednesday, 22 June 2016 at 4.00 pm at COPACC, after consideration of any 
submissions received by Council at its Meeting on Wednesday, 15 June 2016. 

 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~υ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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