Help protect your health
and the environment

Do’s and Dont’s

Waste ' Water

Your Septic System

Keep records of inspections and \\
maintenance

Poorly maintained septic systems are a serious Grow suitable plants over the drainage field
source of water pollution, may present health Contact Shire Office for advice.

risks and cause odour and vermin problems. Do Have the septic pumped out (desludged)

By looking after your septic system you can do every three years
your part in helping to protect the environment Do
and the health of your family.

Management of the treated water from your Do
septic system is your responsibility.

Practice water conservation

Do Repair leaking taps and toilets immediately

WARNING SIGNS Don’t Use bleaches and cleaning products

excessively
You can look for the following warning signs Don’t Allow oil or grease to enter the system
that si | th troubl ith ti
sye;tjrlgna ere are Totbes Wit your septe Don’t Allow storm water to discharge into a

septic system or over a drainage field

. W h i lowl
ater that drains too slowly Don’t Cover the drainage field with paving

. Drain pipes that gurgle when air bubbles concrete or buildings or other structures.

forced back th h th t
are forced back throtign the system Don’t Place non-biodegradable objects into the

. Sewage smells system
»  Water backing up to your sink . .
Questions? Our friendly staff look

. Waste water surfacing / pooling in the forward to helping you

yard.

. Collapsed or sunken drainage trenches

Colac Otway Shire Council

Immediate attention will protect your health, the 2-6 Rae Street, Colac VIC
environment and ultimately save you money. ‘
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Your Septic System

System Breakdown

Keeping your Septic System Operating
Properly

The proper treatment and re-use of household
wastewater is critical in minimizing its impact on
public and environmental health. Septic systems
have been developed as a way of achieving this.

What is a septic system?

A septic system consists of a septic tank and a
series of soil absorption trenches or transpiration
trenches. The system enables people in
unsewered areas to treat and disperse their waste
water to land.

How does a septic system work

All the waste water from the household enters the
tank. The solids settle to the bottom and are
retained in the tank forming a sludge layer, whilst
fats and greases collect at the top in a scum layer.

Bacteria in the septic tank break down the solids in
the sludge and scum layers. Material that cannot
be fully broken down gradually builds up in the
tank and must be pumped out.

Treated fluid flows from the tank to the effluent
trenches where it is absorbed into the ground and
used by plants.

Septic tanks are not recommended in sensitive
locations, high porosity soils or high density
developments where they can contaminate the soil
and/or groundwater.

The breakdown of an all-waste system can be caused by many factors. It is often difficult to isolate any
single common factor since design faults, misuse and lack of maintenance are known to be significant
contributors to the failure of systems. The Golden Rule: ‘prevention is both better and cheaper than cure’
applies here. The following are some guidelines:—

COLLECTION Use water efficient P9 Tealeaves & other kitchen wastes
appliances and tapware & ég are slow to break down, helping to fll
your sy more rapidly

Avoid heavy use of disinfectants that T — ——— _ __ 7T S

inhibit necessary bacterial action - ®, ' Disposable nappies, tissues, etc.
use soft soap solution for cleaning | | absorb water causing drain
blockages - advi isi

Ensure inspection and access covers ’J 8 Your viskors

are accessible, do not cover them I !

INITIAL T i [
[
TREATMENT - —————— o ’,!
SEPTIC TANK f /
| Sludge build-up reduces holding capacity
I causing over flow to disposal system
: F and resulting in blockages

ADDITIONAL ! :

TREATMENT&

DISPOSAL BY : Rainfall run-off onto disposal
| | area may cause water-logging
| %/} A cut-off drain may hel

ABSORPTION | | y oo ek
l { = Compacted soil prevents
o~ N St 2 ' Shaorplion - Avakd coninus
—, vy A walking over area and don't pave it
Wrong soil for absorption /77 : ¢ - 12l Ttsr

method may result in waterlogging
Check for alternative system

Soggy ground or luxuriant growth
at trench end may mean trench is

Sludge and scum from any too short or land with too much slope

overfull tank will permanently "
block soil pores - reducing infiltration
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Managing Water Use

Reducing water usage will lessen the likelihood of problems such as overloading your septic system. Over-
loading may result in wastewater discharging above ground, contaminating your yard, nearby watercourse
or a dam with improperly treated effluent.

Your septic system is also not able to cope with large volumes of water such as several showers, or loads
of washing over a short period of time. You should try to avoid these “shock loads” by ensuring ensuring
water use is spread more evenly throughout the day and week.



