COUNCIL POLICY

1.

Council Policy Title:

Installation and Usage of Cattle Grids

Council Policy ref. no:
Responsible
Department:

13.10

Date of adoption/review:

23 October 2013

Infrastructure and Services

PURPOSE
This policy will attempt to improve the safety of the public road network by assisting
landowners and local farmers to locate and install cattle grids to allow for the daily
movement of cattle across a road or graze stock within the road reserve without causing
adverse impact to other road users.

2.

INTRODUCTION
Cattle grids are constructed on Council managed roads to effectively control stock using
the road reserve where the road reserve is not completely fenced or where stock need to
be moved across a road from one property to another directly opposite. In these
situations, the cattle grid is used as a low cost option to safely manage the passage of
stock where in the opinion of Council a stock underpass is not a practical or cost
effective solution.
Council has a responsibility to provide a safe and efficient
users. As a preferred position, Council will discourage the
possible. It is however acknowledged that cattle grids may
circumstances and where so allowed they must be installed,
in order to comply with the provisions of this policy.

road network for all road
use of cattle grids where
be required under certain
managed, and maintained

This policy provides a systematic approach to the evaluation, approval, maintenance,
repair, and removal of all cattle grids approved for use to ensure that the adjoining
landowner who is deriving benefit from their use and Council’s exposure to risk is
managed adequately.
The objectives of this policy are to:







Develop a common understanding of the definition and purpose of a cattle
grid;
Provide guidance and consistency for the approval and installation of cattle
grids across the municipality;
Support procedures for the application, approval, construction, maintenance,
and repair of cattle grids;
Identify the standards for the construction of cattle grids;
Define maintenance responsibilities for cattle grids;
Define registration and recording procedures for cattle grids;
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3.

Ensure that the location of cattle grids does not materially affect the safety of
road users; and
Control private structures on public roads and to ensure that all associated
works are carried out to approved standards

SCOPE OF THE POLICY
This policy covers all matters relating to administration and management of both existing
and new cattle grids located on Council’s public roads.
A cattle grid is a type of infrastructure used to prevent livestock from passing along a
road which penetrates the fencing surrounding an enclosed piece of land. Cattle grids
generally consist of a depression in the road covered by a transverse grid of bars or
rails, normally constructed of metal and firmly fixed to the ground on either side of the
depression, such that the gaps between them are wide enough for animals’ legs to fall
through, but sufficiently narrow not to impede a wheeled vehicle.

4.

DISCUSSION
Section 40 of the Road Management Act 2004 imposes a statutory duty on Council to
inspect, maintain, and repair any part of a public road which is a roadway; a pathway; a
shoulder; or road infrastructure. For the purposes of this section, a cattle grid is
considered an inherent component of a road and can therefore be regarded as road
infrastructure.
Whilst Council has the control, care and management responsibility of its public roads,
provisions of this policy transfer responsibility to the landowner whom derives direct
benefit from the use of a cattle grid or grids which are permitted for use.
All costs associated with the construction, maintenance, and repair of a cattle grid is the
responsibility of the owner of the land that the cattle grid or grids benefit.
This policy also requires a compliance check of a permitted cattle gird to ensure that the
structure is being maintained to a satisfactory standard and that the appropriate public
liability insurance is held by the benefiting landowner. Council reserves the right to
undertake maintenance or removal of a cattle grid at the benefiting landowner’s expense
where it can be demonstrated that it poses a hazard to other road users.
If Council determines that the Cattle Grid is not maintained at the appropriate standard
or is not warranted, Council will remove the Cattle Grid and reinstate the road at the
benefiting landowner’s expense.

5.

APPLICATION OF POLICY
The aim of this policy is to ensure that cattle grids are only installed for genuine farming
purposes and to an appropriate and consistent standard which minimises any safety risk
to all road users.
The basic premise of this policy is that the proponent is fully responsible for the
construction, ongoing maintenance, eventual decommissioning or reconstruction of the
cattle grid, and having appropriate insurance that covers itself and Council.
Cattle grids at locations which do not address the standards of this policy will not be
permitted.
Date Adopted: 23/10/13
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5.1.1

Criteria for Installation of Cattle Grids
A cattle grid can only be constructed if the following criteria are met:















The location is limited to Access Roads and Minor Roads as defined by Council’s
Road Management Plan and Municipal Road Register with a traffic count not
exceeding 50 vehicles per day;
The Infrastructure and Services Department must determine that there is no impact
on road safety. (e.g. due to a reduction in sight distance);
The cattle grid is to be used for genuine farming purposes only;
The owners of all properties having access to the road must be consulted with. Any
comments or feedback is to be considered during the assessment of an application;
The cattle grid must be located at a suitable location which will allow for current road
usage patterns to continue and the future traffic requirements of the road will not be
impeded;
The proposed cattle grid must have a width the greater of the minimum standard
trafficable width for the road classification or the existing formation width;
The cattle grid must be designed to cater for HS20-T44 loading with drawings and
computations certified by a qualified Structural Engineer;
Statutory planning requirements must be met if applicable including consideration of
potential impacts to roadside vegetation;
Council approval must be granted and approval is dependent on the applicant
following all procedures set by the Infrastructure & Services Department;
An agreement prepared pursuant to Section 121 of the Road Management Act 2004
must be signed by the applicant agreeing to full responsibility for all costs associated
with the construction, ongoing maintenance and repair, and replacement of the cattle
grid;
The proponent deriving benefit from the cattle grid is required to extend their Public
Liability Insurance to cover against any claims for liability occurring as a result of or
in connection with the maintenance or use of the cattle grid. Public Liability
Insurance shall have a combined single limit of $10 million ; and
That all farming operations within the road reserve be conducted in accordance will
all relevant Council Local Laws.

All cattle grids will be reviewed on an ongoing basis to ensure that they are still required.
If cattle grids are no longer in use, the landowner whom derives benefit from their use
will be requested to remove the cattle grid and reinstate the road pavement or agree for
Council to undertake the works at the land owners expense. If no agreement is reached
and Council is satisfied the need for the cattle grid is no longer warranted, Council will
undertake to remove the cattle, reinstate the road, and recover costs thereof from the
subject landowner.
This policy shall apply to both new and existing cattle grids. Where there is no record of
the installation of any existing cattle grids, they must be:



Registered with Council by the benefiting landowner and brought up to the
necessary standard if the ongoing use of the cattle grid is still required; or
Removed and the road reinstated at Council’s expense.

In situations where the frequent movement of cattle across a road is required and the
traffic count for that road is in excess of 50 vehicles per day the use of cattle grids to
control the crossing will not be permitted and the installation of a stock underpass shall
be considered. A stock underpass is to be constructed consistent with Council’s policy
for the installation and usage of stock underpasses within the Colac Otway Shire.

Date Adopted: 23/10/13
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5.2

Application and Approval
Existing Cattle Grids which meet Council standards do not require an approval
application, unless the Cattle Grid falls into disrepair.

5.2.1

Submitting an Application
To apply for the installation of a cattle grid the owner of the land adjacent to which the
public road passes must complete a Cattle Grid Application Form and pay the applicable
application fee, as determined by Council. The application fee is 10 fee units in
accordance with the Monetary Units Act 2004. Fees are reviewed each financial year
and changes (if any) apply from 1 July each year.
For further explanation of the process to be followed refer to the Cattle Grid Installation
Procedure and Cattle Grid Application Form. The applicant must submit Engineering
plans certified by a Structural Engineer and agree to maintain the crossing at the
applicants cost.
If an application is unable to be considered due to it failing to meet the necessary
criteria, the application fee will not be reimbursed and the applicant will be advised in
writing that the application has been rejected.

5.2.2

Unregistered Cattle Grids
Landowners benefiting from the use of existing unregistered cattle grids are required to
lodge a Cattle Grid Application Form with Council. The applicant will be required to
identify whether the current condition of the structure complies with the defined
standards and to advise current Public Liability Insurance details for the structure.
The condition of the structure must comply with the applicable standards to enable
approval to be issued. In cases where the current condition of the structure does not
comply with the appropriate standards Council will advise the benefiting landowner of
the appropriate measures to be taken. These may include:




Upgrading of the structure or ancillary infrastructure to comply with current
standards;
Replacement of the structure or ancillary infrastructure to comply with current
standards; or
Removal of the structure and reinstatement of the road.

When an unregistered cattle grid is brought to Council’s attention, direct consultation
with all surrounding landowners will be undertaken to establish the ongoing operational
need for a specified structure. To facilitate this, a standard letter will be sent in relation to
a specified cattle grid(s) requesting submissions within a period of 28 days. The letter
may also indicate the results of the field inspection which initiated the letter. In
conjunction with the issuing of a letter to the responsible parties, a notice will also be
placed on the specific cattle grid(s). All responses received will be judged on merit and a
decision on the future of the grid will be resolved by Council.
If no response is received following a request for submissions, Council will take action to
remove the cattle grid and all ancillary infrastructure from the road reserve. The
adjoining landowners will be notified a minimum of 28 days prior to the removal of a
structure to allow provisions to be made for the containment of stock. The containment
of any stock always remains the responsibility of the landowner and Council bears no
responsibility for any damage or injury arising from loose livestock.

Date Adopted: 23/10/13
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The costs of removing the cattle grid and/or impounding of any livestock are able to be
recovered by Council from the adjoining landowners. Any materials salvaged will remain
the property of Council but may be returned to the benefiting landowner at the time of
removal at its discretion.
5.2.3

Approval and Ownership
Approval to construct the Cattle Grid in accordance with the Council requirements will
only be deemed to have been given after the applicant has received a letter in writing
from Council, approving the installation. All Cattle Grids once installed will become the
property of Council, notwithstanding the applicants responsibility to maintain.

5.3

Construction Standards
Council requires that all cattle grids on public roads be installed to adequately meet
technical requirements including minimum width, load bearing capacity, materials,
signage, and visibility markings.
The applicant must provide design details for the structure to cater for HS20-T44
loading and have a design certified by a Structural Engineer. A number of companies
manufacture prefabricated cattle grid units. Subject to their design specifications being
referred to Council, such units will be approved for use. Council may be able to provide
details of manufacturers if required. The applicant shall construct drainage under the
cattle grid to ensure that no damming or ponding of stormwater run-off occurs on the
carriageway and adjacent areas.
Details of grid structure, foundations, abutments, approaches, and horizontal and
vertical alignment shall be submitted with the application for a cattle grid and shall be
sufficient to guarantee, under normal circumstances, the safe transit of vehicles and
other road users and shall not interfere with the natural drainage of the area.
All works are to be carried out in accordance with Council’s Road Management Plan,
Victorian Occupational Health & Safety legislation, the Road Safety Act 1986, the Road
Management Act 2004, industry standards, and applicable Australian Standards.
Council will provide guidance if required.
The attached plan shows a diagrammatic representation of the construction of a cattle
grid, associated by-pass gate, and side track.

5.3.1

Location
A cattle grid shall only be installed at a location approved by Council. A specific location
needs to satisfy road traffic safety requirements. Consideration shall be given to issues
such as existing road alignment, safe sight distances, etc in evaluating the
appropriateness of a proposed location.
A cattle grid shall not be installed at a location where minimum stopping sight distances
evaluated in accordance with VicRoads Road Design Guidelines are unable to be
achieved. In instances where the proposed cattle grid location is inappropriate, Minimum
stopping sight distances are evaluated assuming an 80km/h approach speed.
Council will endeavour to assist the proponent in order to achieve an acceptable
outcome where possible.

Date Adopted: 23/10/13
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5.3.2

Trafficable Width
The trafficable width of any cattle grid shall be the greater of the minimum standard
trafficable width for the road classification and the existing formation width.
Where an existing cattle grid has been constructed with a width less than this, the
signage provided should include a ‘No Overtaking or Passing’ warning sign (R6-1A) on
each approach.

5.3.3

Controlled Stock Crossing (Grids in Series)
Where the intention is to install cattle grids in series for the purpose of establishing a
controlled stock crossing, the offset distance between each cattle grid shall not exceed
10-metres where site conditions allow.
Where it is intended to install cattle grids in series to establish a controlled stock
crossing, the proponent is required to install adequate gates along the property
boundary where the cattle lanes intersect the road.

5.3.4

By-Pass Gate
The by-pass gate shall be made of resilient material of minimum width 3.66-metres and
should be arranged to be free swinging and shall remain unlocked and fully functional to
allow unimpeded access. By-pass gates shall be constructed at right angles to the road
centreline.
By-Pass gates are to be closed at all times except when cattle are passing through them
or are accessed by the general public. By-Pass gates are to be closed after use. Signs
are to be affixed to these gates advising of this requirement.
The gate, any support structures, and fencing within the road reserve shall be painted
white.

5.3.5

Fencing
The type of wing fencing to be constructed is to be nominated by the proponent and
should be of a standard which is adequate for its intended use and conforms with the
requirements of Council’s Local Laws and be of frangible construction. Wing fencing is to
be made conspicuous to other road users.
Where, in the opinion of Council, associated signs, fencing, and wing fencing to a cattle
grid creates an unreasonable impediment to a required special use of a road, such
structures shall be temporarily relocated or removed to adequately cater for this activity.
Provisional measures will be implemented to ensure that the cattle grid operates as
intended, in a safe manner, while this special arrangement is in place. Any structure
removed or relocated shall be reinstated as soon as is practicable after the cessation of
any special road use.
Temporary removal, relocation, and reinstatement of any associated signs, fencing, and
wing fencing shall be done so at the expense of those parties requesting special use of
the road.

Date Adopted: 23/10/13
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5.3.6

Cattle Grid Side Track
The cattle grid side track which services the by-pass gate is to be constructed to a
standard suitable for the passage of stock.

5.3.7

Signage
Signage is to be erected in accordance with AS1742.2 Manual of Uniform Traffic Control
Devices – Traffic Control Devices for General Use. This requires a ‘Grid’ warning sign
(W5-16) on either side of the cattle grid between 50-metres to 200-metres from the
structure. A set of G9-206(L) and G9-206(R) chevrons are also required on either side of
the structure.

5.3.4

Maintenance Standards

5.4.1

Structural Components
The applicant is responsible to maintain the structure and signage of the cattle grid to
ensure compliance with the construction standards as detailed by this policy. All
maintenance work must be authorised and carried out by Council at the applicants full
cost in accordance with Victorian Occupational Health & Safety requirements, the Road
Safety Act 1986, the Road Management Act 2004, industry standards, and applicable
Australian Standards.

5.4.2

Road Carriageway
The benefiting landowner is responsible to maintain or repair any damage caused to a
road where Council is of the reasonable opinion that the maintenance is required
because of the use of the road for the crossing of stock.
The benefiting landowner may not carry out maintenance works on a carriageway unless
previously approved by Council.

5.4.3

Sight Distance
The benefiting landowner is responsible for the maintenance of roadside areas
immediately adjacent to a cattle grid to ensure that minimum stopping sight distances to
the structure are maintained. This includes, but is not limited to, trimming of roadside
vegetation for a minimum of 2.0-metres from the edge of the carriageway.
All vegetation control activities may be subject to statutory planning approvals. It is the
responsibility of the landowner using the cattle grid to determine the extent of those
statutory approvals which may be required.

5.4.4

Failure to Maintain
Failure to ensure that maintenance on the cattle grid and associated signage is carried
out may result in Council revoking its approval and removing the structure from the road
reserve. Council will give notice to the benefiting landowner to conduct repair work prior
to taking any such action. If the benefiting landowner fails to meet the requirements of a
repair notice then Council’s approval will be rescinded and the cattle grid and all
ancillary infrastructure will be removed.

Date Adopted: 23/10/13
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Where maintenance standards are in dispute and the benefiting landowner of any cattle
grid has failed to demonstrate to Council’s satisfaction that a cattle grid has been
maintained to the standards of this policy and any agreement, Council may at its
discretion remove the subject cattle grid and reinstate the road at the benefiting
landowner’s expense after giving reasonable notice.
All costs associated with the removal of the cattle grid will be recovered from the
benefiting landowner. All materials salvaged shall remain the property of Council but
may be returned to the benefiting landowner at the time of removal at its discretion.
5.5

Inspection

5.5.1

Proactive Inspections
The benefiting landowner is responsible for undertaking regular inspections to ensure
that the facilities comply with the specified standards. Council staff will inspect the cattle
grids as part of scheduled road network inspections. Any identified condition defects will
be advised to the benefiting landowner for attention.

5.5.2

Reactive Inspections
Council staff will respond to concerns in connection with a cattle grid raised by any
person. Any defects observed during the course of such inspections will be advised to
the benefiting landowner for attention. Rectification of any defects reported to the
benefiting landowner by Council shall be addressed in accordance with the standards of
the Road Management Plan.

5.5.3

Compliance Review
Compliance of the cattle grid and associated facilities with the construction and
maintenance standards will be reviewed on a regular basis. Council may advise the
benefiting landowner when the review is due in writing. The benefiting landowner is
required to carry out a condition inspection of the structure and submit a Certificate of
Currency of Public Liability Insurance with a combined single limit of $10 million for the
structure within 14 days of being notified.
Council will conduct a quality audit check of the information submitted and random
inspections of structures to verify the accuracy of condition inspections. If the structure is
found not to comply with requirements, or the Public Liability Insurance is invalid or
inadequate, Council may revoke its approval.
Council reserves the right to terminate its approval for a cattle grid when changes occur
to the classification or alignment of the road on which it is situated or if there is a
demonstrated change in road usage patterns which Council considers warrants the
removal of the cattle grid.

5.6

Alternatives to Cattle Grids
Where an application for a cattle grid does not comply with the standards of this policy
and is unable to be approved the applicant will need to consider one of the following
options:

Date Adopted: 23/10/13
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Abandon the application for a cattle grid; or
Make an application for an alternative control measure which may be, but not
limited to the following:
- A stock crossing established in accordance with Council’s applicable local
laws;
- A roadside grazing permit issued in accordance with Council’s local laws;
- A stock underpass constructed to comply with Council’s policy; or
- Other agreed measures which satisfy all statutory requirements.

TERMINATION OF USE
A cattle grid shall be removed if any of the following apply:





If the cattle grid has no longer being used for its intended purpose;
If the benefiting landowner transfers ownership of all the land or part of the land so
that the they no longer own land on both sides of the road if the cattle grid(s) are
being used as a controlled crossing;
If the benefiting landowner has no further rights to run cattle on both sides of the
road so that the cattle grids are unable to be used for running stock; or
The benefiting landowner no longer holds a valid local law permit if one is required
for movement of stock on a road.

Where any of the above criteria are true, the user of the cattle grid(s) shall fully remove
them and all associated works, including all signage, bypass gates, and wing fence
associated with the cattle grids and reinstate the road at their own cost and to the
satisfaction of Council. Removal and reinstatement shall be completed within a time
frame specified by the Council.
Should the cattle grids and associated works not be removed within this time frame,
Council may remove them and seek reimbursement of the costs from the benefiting
landowner.

7

REINSTATEMENT WORKS
The user of the cattle grid(s) shall be responsible for the maintenance of any road
reinstatement works at their own cost for a period of twelve (12) months from final
completion. A bond, at a value to be determined by Council, will be lodged with Council
to cover all road reinstatement works. In the event that the reinstatement works are not
adequately maintained by the user of the cattle grids(s) during the twelve (12) month
maintenance period, Council will undertake any required works should it be considered
necessary. The cost of these works shall be estreated from the bond. The bond, or the
balance thereof, shall be refunded to the user of the cattle grid(s) at the end of the
twelve (12) month maintenance period.

8

RELATED LEGISLATION
Local Government Act (1989)
Road Management Act (2004)
Road Safety Act (1986)
Occupational Health & Safety Act (2004)
Road Management (Works and Infrastructure) Regulations 2005
Road Management (General) Regulations 2005
Road Management Code of Practice – Management of Infrastructure in Road Reserves

Date Adopted: 23/10/13
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RELATED POLICIES/PROCEDURES/GUIDELINES
Cattle Grid Installation Procedure
A Guide to Working in the Road Reserve
Road Management Plan
Municipal Road Register
Cattle Grid Register

10

QUALITY RECORDS
Record
Application Form
(including construction
and layout plans)
Planning Permit
Approval Letter(s)
Section 121 Agreement
Annual Compliance
Inspection Report

11

Retention/Disposal
Responsibility
Infrastructure &
Services Department
(I&SD)
Sustainable Planning &
Development
Department (SP&DD)
I&SD
I&SD

Retention
Period

Location

I&SD

POLICY IMPLEMENTATION
The General Manager Infrastructure & Services is responsible for ensuring that all
existing and new cattle grids comply with this policy.

12

ATTACHMENTS
Cattle Grid Installation Procedure
Standard Cattle Grid Layout Plan
Annual Compliance Inspection Report

ADOPTED/AMENDMENT OF POLICY
Policy Review Date
26 May 2009
23 October 2013

Date Adopted: 23/10/13

Reason for Amendment
Adopted by Council
Review
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COLAC OTWAY SHIRE COUNCIL PROCEDURE
Procedure Title:
Related Policy Title:
Related Policy No:
Date Procedure
Approved by Executive:
Responsible Officer:

Cattle Grid Installation Procedure
Installation and Usage of Cattle Grids
13.10

Manager Sustainable Assets

PROCEDURE OBJECTIVES
This procedure provides a systematic approach to the evaluation, approval, and construction of
all cattle grids to ensure that that the adjoining landowner who is deriving benefit from their use
and Council’s exposure to risk is managed adequately.
PROCEDURE
The following procedure provides a guide to the documents and information to be tracked and
recorded in relation to the issuing of approval for cattle grids on local roads. This procedure
should be read in conjunction with Council Policy No. 13.10 - Installation and Usage of Cattle
Grids.
1. Upon Application
a. Lodgement of application form ensuring that all information is completed as required
b. Lodgement of associated design details, construction and site plans as required by
the application form.
c. Payment of fees
2. Initial Assessment of Application
a. Preliminary assessment of application to ensure consistency with approval criteria.
b. The location of the proposed cattle grid is inspected by Council Officer.
c. The officer prepares a report which may include photos or sketches made during the
inspection and supporting information in relation to site suitability (e.g. site distance
measurements, road width, location of existing features, etc)
d. If application is assessed as being unsuitable, a letter is sent to the applicant
advising of their unsuccessful application.
3. Community Consultation
a. Direct consultation with other landowners along the road which it is proposed to
install the cattle grid via written notification.
b. Any submissions may be received by Council in response to the proposal within 28
days.
c. Council officer to provide a written or verbal response to any submissions as
appropriate.
d. Council officer to review submission and determine application. Written notification is
to be provided to applicant if proposal is deemed inappropriate after community
consultation process.

Date Adopted: 23/10/13
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4. Approval of Cattle Grid
a. Written notification provided to applicant detailing any special requirements.
b. Section 121 Agreement prepared for signing and forwarded to the proponent.
c. Section 121 Agreement signed by the proponent and returned to Council for signing
and sealing.
5. Construction Approval
a. Works on Roads Application Form to be completed by applicant.
b. Documentation to be submitted with Works on Roads Application must include:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Design and layout of proposed cattle grid;
Works Manager or Contractors insurance details;
Traffic Management Plan; and
Certificate of Currency for Public Liability Insurance for the proposed cattle
grid with a minimum cover of $10 million

c. Provided all the submitted documentation is satisfactory and the Section 121
Agreement has been finalised, Council provides the applicant with consent to works
and acknowledgement of receipt of insurance details.
6. Construction Inspection(s)
a. Once the cattle grid has been constructed, the applicant advises Council and a
Council Officer inspects site.
b. If construction is found to be below standards or not to specification, the Council
officer is to liaise with the applicant and provides:
i. Detailed list of defects identified during inspection;
ii. Written or verbal advice to the applicant or Works Manager/construction
contractor; and
iii. Follow up inspection details
7. Final Approval
a. Written advice provided to applicant upon satisfactory completion of works.
b. Council Cattle Grid Register to be updated with the following minimum information:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

Cattle Grid ID Number
Applicants name
Date of application
Date of community consultation
Date of determination
Special construction requirements
Location of cattle grid
- Road name and chainage from start datum or nearest cross road
- Description of properties adjoining cattle grid
viii. Description of responsible land parcel(s)
ATTACHMENTS
Cattle Grid Installation Process Map
Cattle Grid Application Form
Cattle Grids – Standard Agreement
Date Adopted: 23/10/13
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