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It is also noted that Council requires that 
new subdivisions provide infrastructure 
in alignment with the requirements of the 
Infrastructure Design Manual (IDM). The 
IDM establishes standards in relation to road 
construction and design including requiring 
the provision of walking and cycling paths in 
new subdivisions that have internal roads.

With the identification of the growth area in 
Elliminyt, there is an opportunity to extend 
the Old Beechy Rail Trail further and 
provide a connection through to the Colac 
Racecourse and Recreation Reserve.  There 
are also opportunities to improve the east-
west and north-south pedestrian and cycle 
connections as proposed by the Botanic 
Pathway street connections. It is important 
to ensure that for major cycle connections, 
that these are designed as separated 
infrastructure, and not shared with other road 
users to maximise safety and use. There are 
also important north-south street connection 
improvements to enhance pedestrian 
movement between the CBD, Botanic 
Gardens and Foreshore Reserve including 
developing a ‘Green Spine’ along Gellibrand 
Street and Dennis Street. 

In addition to the open space corridor, the 
‘Botanic Pathway’ identified for Colac’s 
waterways, there is also an opportunity 
to consider the broader open space 
connections to Cororooke to the west and 
Beeac to the east utilising an extended Lake 
Colac foreshore area to deliver an off-road 
pathway system and open space corridor 
extension around the Lake Colac. The 
feasibility and alignment of this should be 
investigated. 

Sewer and Utilities
The existing sewer network is limited 
to existing developed areas of Colac, 
and whilst some areas will be relatively 
straightforward to extend, other areas will 
require infrastructure upgrades to service 
the identified growth areas.  Barwon Water is 
responsible for the sewer and water networks 
in Colac. As part of initial investigations of 
areas identified for future growth, Barwon 

the growth potential in Colac and the region.

There is also an opportunity to explore an 
additional railway station in Colac’s west 
as part of future growth, subject to further 
investigation.

Active Transport 
The Colac Otway Active Transport Strategy 
(2013) assessed the existing walking and 
cycling infrastructure in Colac.  The Strategy 
provided recommendations, strategic 
directions and policy outcomes that address 
community needs over a ten-year period to 
2023 as well as a framework for the design, 
development, planning and prioritisation of 
bicycle and walking infrastructure proposals. 
The key relevant actions of the Strategy 
relate to:

•	 New on and off-road bicycle routes and 
the completion of missing links in the 
existing network

•	 Improved transitions from bicycle lanes 
to intersections and the provision of new 
facilities at intersections

•	 Completing the Old Beechy Rail Trail

•	 Short and long term bicycle parking 
provision at key destinations

•	 New and upgraded accessible footpaths

•	 Removal of footpath interruptions and 
enhanced access and permeability for 
pedestrians of all abilities

•	 Requiring all new developments to 
provide for the needs of pedestrians and 
cyclists.

It will be important to implement the 
outstanding recommendations of the Active 
Transport Strategy for Colac, and to extend 
this into new areas as they develop over 
time. 

Whilst a wayfinding strategy has been 
completed, it will be important to consider 
wayfinding in all new development.
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Water has advised they are able to service 
land identified for urban growth as part of 
this plan subject to specific upgrades to their 
infrastructure.  Planning for subsequent 
stages will need to identify further details in 
relation to this.

Other utilities providers were also engaged 
as part of development of the Growth Plan.  
They have all advised that they will service 
future growth, subject to further detailed 
assessments as part of future planning.   

Recommendations

48.	Investigate and plan for appropriate 
shared infrastructure funding 
mechanisms to contribute to the funding 
of important infrastructure required to 
service growth. 

49.	Engage with State Government to review 
the adequacy of primary and secondary 
school provision as part of further growth 
planning in Colac. 

50.	Prepare a masterplan for COPACC to 
examine future expansion needs and 
opportunities, which could be integrated 
as part of the Civic, Rail and Health 
Precinct master planning process.

51.	Advocate or negotiate with the State to 
ensure that the former Colac High School 
remains in public ownership and can be 
developed in the medium term for public 
open space and community uses.

52.	Upgrade aging recreation infrastructure at 
existing reserves to meet future demand 
and comply with modern facility design 
standards, including upgrading sports 
lighting, playing surface improvements, 
and meeting the needs of female players 
and umpires.

53.	Investigate the redevelopment of the lawn 
tennis club including consolidating all 
tennis facilities in Colac at one venue to 
provide a modern and sustainable facility 
which is suitable for local competition and 
other tournament needs.

54.	Explore the feasibility of developing a 
single integrated facility at Lake Colac for 
the Colac Yacht, Sea Scouts, Rowing, 
and Angling Clubs.

55.	Provide for a minimum additional 8ha 
reserve in the Deans Creek corridor to 
service lower profile sports.

56.	Ensure that small lot subdivisions do 
not avoid contributions through the re-
subdivision of land by requiring a s173 
agreement.

57.	Investigate and identify the alignment of 
the Old Beechy Rail Trail.

58.	Explore the feasibility of developing 
an integrated children’s services 
and community centre in Colac, in 
collaboration with the State Government 
and local early years’ service providers.

59.	Continue to implement the 
recommendations of the Active Transport 
Strategy, 2013, including detailed design 
for the Green Spine, and extend these to 
new areas.

60.	Develop the on-street legs of the ‘Botanic 
Link’ with separated cycle lanes and 
significant street planting to enhance the 
street based connections of the circuit.

61.	Investigate the extension of the Lake 
Colac Foreshore to the west and a 
potential linear open space connection 
between Colac and Cororooke, and 
Colac and Beeac.

Infrastructure 
Principles and 
Directions

The following overarching principles and 
directions have been developed in relation to 
the theme of Infrastructure described in this 
section (5.4.5).
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Principles

•	 To enhance ‘urban vitality’, ‘local identity’ 
and ‘sense of place’.

•	 To encourage the provision of a range of 
social and community services for Colac 
to promote social well-being.

•	 To provide adequate levels of 
unencumbered public open space in 
the town to cater for passive and active 
recreation needs of the community.

•	 To integrate future growth areas into 
existing infrastructure, including transport 
and movement routes (including public 
transport connections).

•	 To provide utility and drainage 
infrastructure and footpaths in new 
residential areas.

•	 To provide an improved transport network 
which includes better traffic movements, 
pedestrian and cyclist linkages. 

•	 To integrate future growth areas into the 
existing social and urban structure of the 
town.

•	 To provide an improved transport and 
movement network, including pedestrian 
and cyclist linkages.

•	 To ensure principles of universal design, 
Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design, and good  urban design are 
followed in new development and their 
design of and interface with public open 
space.

•	 To promote sustainable transport, access 
and movement.

Directions

•	 Support the implementation of Shared 
Infrastructure Plan implemented through 
173 Agreements or a similar funding 
mechanism to assist in the delivery of 
shared infrastructure and community 
facilities. 

•	 Ensure that no land is rezoned prior to 

appropriate shared infrastructure funding 
mechanisms for the growth areas has 
been established.

•	 Ensure greater access, accountability, 
and transparency by Council in the future 
planning and management of growth. 

•	 Ensure that future growth areas integrate 
into the existing urban structure to 
facilitate development of accessible 
neighbourhood hubs.

•	 Facilitate the master planning of future 
open space reserves and community 
infrastructure to support the development 
of neighbourhood hubs. 

•	 Ensure that new community infrastructure 
considers the integration of multiple uses, 
access requirements to service diverse 
needs, and useability. 

•	 Ensure detailed transport assessments 
are undertaken as part of the planning 
for growth areas, to inform future 
infrastructure contribution plans, and 
detailed plans for the areas.
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Part B - The 
Implementation Plan 

2.1 Actions
Actions in the Implementation Plan describe 
the tasks that need to be completed to 
progress the recommendations in the 
Colac 2050 Growth Plan.  There are 59 
recommendations and they are grouped in 
accordance with the five planning themes of 
the Growth Plan:

•	 Urban Growth

•	 Housing and accommodation

•	 Economic development and employment

•	 A cultural landscape, sustainability, and 
healthy environment 

•	 Infrastructure.

2.2 Responsibilities
Council will adopt a range of roles as the key 
leader responsible for implementation of the 
Growth Plan.  The role will vary depending 
on the action.  These roles referred to in the 
table are described below:

•	 Planning/responsible authority - in 
accordance with its functions pursuant to 
the Planning and Environment Act 1987

•	 Partner – where the support of 
another agency is required to bring a 
recommendation to fruition

•	 Advocate – making submissions or 
representations to the Commonwealth 
and State Governments to attract funding 
for various projects

•	 Service provider - where capital works are 
required

•	 Regulator – providing governance and 

1.0 Purpose

Colac Otway Shire Council plays a crucial 
leadership role in the realisation of the Colac 
2050 Growth Plan (Growth Plan) and in 
ensuring that the Vision and directions are 
achieved.  The Colac 2050 Implementation 
Plan (Implementation Plan) extracts the 
recommendations from the Growth Plan and 
puts them into a framework for action.  It 
provides direction on prioritising actions, and is 
the strategic link that will inform Council’s work 
plan, budget allocations, advocacy role and 
funding applications.  The Implementation Plan 
also establishes a process for monitoring and 
review

2.0 Overview of the 
Implementation Plan
The Implementation Plan includes a table with 
short term priorities listed first, followed by 
medium and then longer term priorities.  The 
table outlines the following:

•	 Action(s) required to implement a 
recommendation from the Growth Plan

•	 Council’s role

•	 Indicative cost

•	 A measure to enable ongoing monitoring of 
the Growth Plan and its implementation

The Implementation Plan also includes a 
section that specifies criteria for future review of 
the Growth Plan.
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regulatory services including local laws, 
building and environmental health roles

•	 Educator – providing information to the 
community, land developers and other 
stakeholders or interest groups.

2.3 Indicative cost
An estimate of the cost of actions is listed 
where this is known or can be reasonably 
estimated.  Where the cost depends on 
further investigation or detailed design, this is 
noted.

2.4 Monitoring and 
Evaluation
The table includes a column outlining 
measures that will enable each action 
to be tracked and monitored.  This will 
allow Council to easily identify whether a 
recommendation has been completed and 
actions that remain outstanding.

3.0 Criteria for 
Future Review
The Growth Plan is based on 
accommodating a potential population of 
20,000 by 2050 and identifies land use needs 
on that basis.  The Growth Plan should only 
be reviewed in full if there is a significant 
update to State or local policy that would 
result in the need for additional residential 
land in Colac.

The Implementation Plan should be reviewed 
bi-annually and reported to Council to ensure 
that commitment to the Vision principles is 
maintained.  This will allow for an open and 
transparent monitoring process to progress 
the Implementation Plan, which is important 
to the community and other stakeholders.

Aerial image of Colac
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Glossary
A
Aboriginal cultural heritage:  The Aboriginal 
Heritage Act 2006 defines Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage as “Aboriginal places, Aboriginal 
objects and Aboriginal human remains”. They 
tell the story of Aboriginal use and occupation 
of the land. An Aboriginal place can be an area 
of land or water, a natural feature, formation or 
landscape, an archaeological site, as well as a 
building or structure. Aboriginal cultural heritage 
also includes intangible places where there may 
be no physical evidence of past cultural activities. 
These include places of spiritual or ceremonial 
significance, places where traditional plant or 
mineral resources occur, or trade and travel 
routes. 

Active transport: Transport requiring physical 
activity, typically walking and cycling.

Activity centres: Areas that provide a focus for 
services, employment, housing, transport and 
social interaction. They range in size and intensity 
of use from smaller neighbourhood centres to 
major suburban centres.

Affordable housing: Housing that is appropriate 
for the needs of a range of very low to moderate 
income households, and priced (whether 
mortgage repayments or rent) so these 
households are able to meet their other essential 
basic living costs.

Arterial Road: A higher order road providing for 
moderate to high volumes at relatively higher 
speeds typically used for inter-suburban or inter-
urban journeys, often linking to freeways. The 
Road Management Act 2004 includes a specific 
definition of arterial roads, being “a road which is 
declared to be an arterial road under section 14”. 
Declared arterial roads are managed by the State 
Government.

B
Biodiversity: The variety of all life forms, the 
different plants, animals and microorganisms, the 
genes they contain and the ecosystems of which 
they form a part.

Boulevard Design: A design concept that 
emphasizes pedestrian travel, bicycling and the 
use of public transportation, and accommodates 
motor vehicle travel. It is often used as a ‘place 
making’ treatment (i.e. avenue of street trees.

Buffer Zone: An area of land separating two 
distinct land uses that acts to soften or mitigate 
the effects of one land use on the other.

Built form: The combination of features of a 
building, including its style, façade treatments, 
height and site coverage.

C
Central Business District (CBD):  Colac’s 
original ‘Hoddle Grid’ street layout identified by 
the Commercial 1 Zone, where the City’s main 
commercial and retail uses are located.

Climate change: A long-term change of the 
earth’s temperature and weather patterns, 
generally attributed directly or indirectly to human 
activities such as fossil fuel combustion and 
vegetation clearing and burning.

Community Engagement:  Community 
engagement is a planned process with the 
specific purpose of working across organisations, 
stakeholders and communities to shape the 
decisions or actions of member of the community, 
stakeholders or organisation in relation to a 
problem, opportunity or outcome.

Community facilities: Infrastructure provided by 
government or non-government organisations for 
accommodating a range of community support 
services, programs and activities. This includes 
facilities for education and learning; early years 
health and community services; community arts 
and culture; sport, recreation and leisure; justice; 
voluntary and faith and emergency services. For 
example: kindergarten & libraries.

Country: In Aboriginal English, a person’s 
land, sea, sky, rivers, sites, seasons, plants 
and animals; place of heritage, belonging and 
spirituality; is called ‘Country’. ‘Country’ is both a 
place of belonging and a way of believing.

Curvilinear: something that is formed or 
characterized by a set of curved lines.

Cultural Landscape: Term referring to the 
tangible and intangible values in a place, 
including people and stories about the place. 
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D
Decile:  Deciles divide a distribution into 
ten equal groups. In the case of SEIFA, the 
distribution of scores is divided into ten equal 
sized groups. The lowest scoring 10% of areas 
are given a decile number of 1, the second-lowest 
10% of areas are given a decile number of 2 and 
so on, up to the highest 10% of areas which are 
given a decile number of 10.

Disadvantage: The Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS) defines relative socio-economic 
advantage and disadvantage in terms of 
people’s access to material and social resources, 
and their ability to participate in society. The 
terms “disadvantage” and “socio-economic 
disadvantage” are used interchangeably in this 
publication.

Department of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning (DELWP): DELWP brings 
together Victoria’s planning, local government, 
environment, energy, suburban development, 
forests, emergency management, climate change 
and water functions into a single department to 
strengthen connections between the environment, 
community, industry and economy. 

Developer: An individual who or business that 
prepares land for the construction of buildings or 
causes to be built physical space for use primarily 
by others, and in which the preparation of the 
land or the creation of the building space is in 
itself a business and is not incidental to another 
business or activity. 

Development: Generally, any man-made 
change to existing or proposed use of real 
property. Development activities include: land 
divisions, lot line adjustments, construction or 
alteration of structures, construction of roads 
and any other access way, establishing utilities 
or other associated facilities, grading, deposit of 
refuse, debris or fill, and clearing of vegetative 
cover. Does not include routine acts of repair or 
maintenance.

Development contributions plan (DCP): 
Development contributions are payments or 
in-kind works, facilities or services provided by 
developers towards the supply of infrastructure 
required to meet the future needs of the 
community.

E
Eastern Maar: Traditional Owners of south-
western Victoria. Their land extends as far north 
as Ararat and encompasses the Warrnambool, 
Port Fairy and Great Ocean Road areas. “Eastern 
Maar” is a name adopted by the people who 
identify as Maar, Eastern Gunditjmara, Tjap 
Wurrung, Peek Whurrong, Kirrae Whurrung, 
Kuurn Kopan Noot and/or Yarro waetch (Tooram 
Tribe) amongst others, who are Aboriginal people 
and who are:

•	 descendants, including by adoption, of the 
identified ancestors;

•	 who are members of families who have an 
association with the former Framlingham 
Aboriginal Mission Station; and

•	 who are recognised by other members of 
the Eastern Maar People as members of the 
group.

Eastern Maar Aboriginal Corporation 
(EMAC):  The professional organisation that 
represents the Eastern Maar People of South 
West Victoria and manages their Native Title 
rights and Interests. EMAC has a board of 
directors of Traditional Owners and is a registered 
organisation under the Corporations (Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006.

Ecosystem services: The benefits people 
obtain from healthy ecosystems. These include 
provisioning services such as food and water; 
regulating services such as flood and disease 
control; cultural services such as spiritual, 
recreational, and cultural benefits; and supporting 
services such as nutrient cycling that maintain the 
conditions for life on earth.

Environmentally Sustainable Design: 
Environmentally Sustainable Design (ESD) 
comprises types of economic and social 
development that protect and enhance the natural 
environment and social equity.

F
Framework plan: High level coordinating plan 
which sets policy direction (vision) and spatial 
structure for a growth area, urban renewal 
precinct, cluster, or regional city. A Framework 
Plan:
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•	 Sets out the future vision for a defined area

•	 Guides sustainable growth development over 
the longer term

•	 Identifies the steps needed to manage growth

•	 Defines key projects and infrastructure 
required to support growth and

•	 Provides a more certain environment for 
making both public and private investment 
decision

G
G21 Alliance: The formal alliance of government, 
business and community organisations working 
together to improve the lives of people within the 
G21 region across five municipalities – Greater 
Geelong, Colac Otway, Surf Coast, Queenscliffe 
and Golden Plains.

Greenfield land: Undeveloped land identified for 
residential or industrial/commercial development.

H
Health and education precincts: Locations 
to cluster synergistic health and/or education 
services to improve access to integrated service 
provision, improve outcomes, develop the health 
and education workforce and deliver economic 
benefits (such as innovation and job creation). 
These precincts may provide solely health, 
solely education, or a combination of health and 
education services.

Heat island effect: a localised heating effect 
in urban areas caused by a concentration of 
hard surfaces such as pavements, walls and 
roofs that retain heat and radiate it back into the 
environment.

Heritage Place: A heritage place may be a site, 
area, building, group of buildings, structure, 
archaeological site, tree, garden, geological 
formation, fossil site or other place of natural or 
cultural significance and its associated land. All 
municipalities contain important heritage places.

Hoddle Grid: The grid pattern of streets making 
up Melbourne’s CBD bounded by the Yarra River, 
Spring Street, La Trobe Street and Spencer 
Street, as well as the triangular area to the north 
bounded by Victoria, Peel and La Trobe streets. 
The grid was designed by Robert Hoddle in 1837.

Housing density: The number of dwellings in an 
urban area divided by the area of the residential 
land they occupy, expressed as dwellings per 
hectare.

Housing diversity:  The provision of a range 
of different housing types to suit different ages, 
lifestyles and incomes.

I
Industrial: Activities generating income from 
the production, handling or distribution of goods. 
Industrial uses include, but are not limited to 
manufacturing, assembly, fabrication, processing, 
storage, logistics, warehousing, distribution 
and research and development. Industrial 
uses may have unique land, infrastructure and 
transportation requirements. Industrial uses tend 
to have external impacts on surrounding uses and 
cluster in traditional or new industrial areas where 
they are segregated from other non-industrial 
activities. 

Industrial Areas: An area set aside for industrial 
activities. Supporting commercial and related 
uses may be allowed, provided they are intended 
to serve the primary industrial users. 

Infill Development: Development on scattered 
vacant sites within the urbanized area of a 
community. 

Infrastructure: Basic facilities and networks 
(e.g. buildings, roads, and utilities) needed for 
the functioning of a local community or broader 
society. Infrastructure can be provided by the 
private sector (local roads, childcare, shopping 
centres), or by Government (Kindergartens, 
schools, railways). 

Infrastructure contributions plan (ICP): 
Infrastructure contributions help fund essential 
works and services for new communities.

Integrated water management: An approach 
to planning that brings together all facets of the 
water cycle including sewage management, 
water supply, stormwater management and water 
treatment, ensuring environmental, economic and 
social benefits.

Intermodal freight facility/terminal: A location 
for the transfer of freight from one transport mode 
to another, for example between road and rail, 
together with all the necessary support services 
and activities.
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K

L
Linear Open Spaces: Corridors of public open 
space such as along waterways that link nodes 
of public open space or other activity areas or 
community facilities.

Liveability: A measure of a city’s residents’ 
quality of life, used to benchmark cities 
around the world. It includes socioeconomic, 
environmental, transport and recreational 
measures.

Local town centre: Town centres that are an 
important community focal point and have a mix 
of uses to meet local needs. Accessible to a 
viable user population by walking, cycling and by 
local bus services and public transport links to 
one or more principal or major town centres. This 
should be of sufficient size to accommodate a 
supermarket.

Lot: A part (consisting of one or more pieces) 
of any land (except a road, a reserve, or 
common property) shown on a plan, which can 
be disposed of separately and includes a unit 
or accessory unit on a registered plan of strata 
subdivision and a lot or accessory lot on a 
registered cluster plan.

M
Master Plan: A plan that directs how a single 
site of landholding or a cluster of related sites will 
be developed. It may include direction on traffic 
movements, allocation of spaces, and provision 
of open space and key facilities. It is usually more 
detailed than a structure plan.

Median: The median is a simple measure 
of central tendency. To find the median,  
observations, values or numbers are arranged 
in order from smallest to largest value. If there 
is an odd number of observations, the median is 
the middle value. If there is an even number of 
observations, the median is the average of the 
two middle values.

Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS): The 
MSS is a concise statement of the key strategic 
planning, land use and development objectives 
for the municipality with related strategies and 
actions. It provides:

•	 A link to the council corporate plan and the 
planning framework

•	 The strategic basis for the local content of the 
planning scheme, such as local policies and 
the choice of zones and overlays

•	 The strategic basis for decision-making by 
the responsible authority

N
Native vegetation: Plants that are indigenous 
to Victoria, including trees, shrubs, herbs, and 
grasses.

Natural hazard: A natural event that has 
potential to cause harm to people, property or the 
environment, including climate change, bushfire, 
flooding and sea level rise.

Neighbourhood activity centres: Local centres 
that provide access to local goods, services and 
employment opportunities and serve the needs of 
the surrounding community.

O
Open space: Land that provides outdoor 
recreation, leisure and/or environmental benefits 
and/or visual amenity.

Overlay/s: An overlay is a state-standard 
provision, forming part of a suite of provisions 
in the Victoria Planning Provisions (VPP).  Each 
planning scheme includes only those overlays 
that are required to implement the strategy for 
its municipal district. Each overlay addresses 
a single issue or related set of issues (such as 
heritage, bushfire or flooding). The planning 
scheme maps identify land affected by overlays. 
Not all land is affected by an overlay, but where 
more than one issue applies to a parcel of land, 
multiple overlays can be used. Overlays must 
have a strategic justification and be linked to the 
Municipal Strategic Statement and local planning 
policy. Many overlays have schedules to specify 
local objectives and requirements. Many overlays 
set out requirements about development, not use. 
The requirements of an overlay apply in addition 
to the requirements of the zone. Neither is more 
important than the other. Overlays do not change 
the intent of the zone.
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P
Planning scheme amendment:  Changes to 
the planning scheme are called amendments 
and the process is set out in the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987. An amendment may 
involve a change to a planning scheme map (for 
example: a rezoning), a change to the written part 
of the scheme, or both.

Public housing: Long-term rental housing that 
is owned by the government. Its purpose is to 
accommodate very low to moderate income 
households that are most in need.

Public realm: Incorporates all areas freely 
accessible to the public, including parks, plazas, 
streets and laneways.

R
Regional Growth Plans: Plans providing a 
broad regional planning direction for land use 
and development across eight regions in Victoria 
developed through partnerships between local 
governments and state agencies and authorities.

Regional Victoria: Includes all municipalities 
outside metropolitan Melbourne.

Registered Aboriginal Party: Represents 
Aboriginal people in the management and 
protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage.

Renewable energy: Energy that comes from 
resources which are naturally replenished on a 
human timescale such as sunlight, wind, rain, 
tides, waves, and geothermal heat.

Residential Zones: Land that is suitable primarily 
for residential purposes is generally included 
in one of the three residential zones – the 
Neighbourhood Residential Zone, the General 
Residential Zone, or the Residential Growth 
Zone.

Resilience: The capacity of individuals, 
communities, institutions, businesses, systems 
and infrastructure to survive, adapt and grow, in 
response to challenges

Resource recovery: Extraction of useful material 
or energy from a waste stream.

Rural residential land: Land in a rural setting 
that is used and developed for dwellings that 
are not primarily associated with agriculture. 

It generally includes lot sizes smaller than 
surrounding farms.

S
Schedules: Together with the Local Planning 
Policy Framework (LPPF), schedules are the 
means of including local content in planning 
schemes. They are used to supplement the basic 
provisions of a state-standard clause, zone or 
overlay in a planning scheme, adapting it to local 
circumstances and locally defined objectives. 
This means that schedules are a key tool for 
implementing objectives and strategies in the 
MSS.

State Planning Policy Framework (SPPF): 
Every planning scheme includes the SPPF 
containing general principles for land use and 
development in Victoria. Planning authorities and 
responsible authorities must take these general 
principles and specific policies into account in 
their integrated decision making process.

Statutory planning: The fundamental instrument 
for statutory planning is a planning scheme. 
Statutory planning is the process of decision 
making by way of planning permits for new use 
and development. It includes the preparation and 
implementation of planning provisions for the 
planning scheme.

Strategic planning: Strategic planning is the 
research and formulation of policies or strategies 
to implement goals and objectives relating to 
particular land uses or areas. Strategic planning 
also involves monitoring and evaluating the 
implications of the provisions on land use and 
development.

Structure plan: A plan for implementing a 
framework or vision for a precinct. It may 
include proposed land zonings and building 
controls, plans for infrastructure provision, 
proposed development contributions, strategies 
for addressing issues such as drainage, and 
nominated sites for more detailed master 
planning.

Surplus government land: Sites identified as 
being surplus to government requirements.

Sustainable development: An approach to 
development that seeks to meet the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs. It has 
economic, social and environmental dimensions.
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Sustainable transport: Transport by modes 
other than single-occupancy cars. Includes 
walking, cycling, bus, tram, train and carpooling.

T
Topography: The arrangement of the natural and 
artificial physical features of an area.

Traditional Owners: People who, through 
membership of a descent group or clan, are 
responsible for caring for particular Country. 
A Traditional Owner is authorised to speak for 
Country and its heritage as a senior Traditional 
Owner, an Elder or, in more recent times, a 
registered native title claimant.

U
Urban forest: All of the trees and other 
vegetation in a city as well as the soil and water 
that supports it.

V

W
Walkability: The degree to which an environment 
supports walking as a transport mode, for 
instance by providing frequents, safe and 
attractive paths that connect common trop origins 
and destinations. 

Water Sensitive Urban Design: Integrating 
the urban water cycle into urban design to 
minimise environmental damage and improve 
recreational and aesthetic outcomes. Water 
Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) is sustainable 
water management approach that aims to provide 
water-quality treatment, flood management to 
reduce the pollution carried to our waterways 
and more sustainable urban landscapes. Key 
principles include minimising water resistant 
areas; recharging natural groundwater aquifers 
(where appropriate) by increasing the amount of 
rain absorbed into the ground; encouraging on 
site reuse of rain; encouraging on-site treatment 
to improve water quality and remove pollution and 
using temporary rainfall storage (retarding basins 
/ wetlands) to reduce the load on drains and 
improve landscape viability.

Z
Zones: A planning scheme uses zones to 
designate land for particular uses, such as 
residential, industrial or business. A zone will 
have its own purpose and set of requirements. 
Standard zones for state-wide application 
are set out in the VPP. These zones are used 
in all planning schemes, as required. Each 
planning scheme includes only those zones 
required to implement its strategy, as set out in 
its MSS. There is no ability to vary the zones 
or to introduce local zones. However, some 
zones have schedules to provide for local 
circumstances, such as the Mixed Use Zone and 
the Rural Living Zone.

Acronyms 
AKD: Associated Kiln Driers Pty Ltd (trading as 
AKD Softwoods)

ALC: Australian Lamb Company

ASR: Australian Social Research

CMA: Catchment Management Authority

COPACC: Colac Otway Performing Arts & 
Cultural Centre

CPTED: Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design

DELWP: Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning

DHHS: Department of Health & Human Services

G21: G21 Geelong Regional Alliance

IDM: Infrastructure Design Manual

IRSD: Index of Relative Socio-economic 
Disadvantage     

SEIFA: Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas

WSUD: Water Sensitive Urban Design
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Referenced 
Documents
Assessment of Bushfire Risk in the Colac Growth 
Precincts Report (2018)

Colac Community Infrastructure Plan (2016)

Colac Integrated Water Cycle Management Plan 
(2014)

Colac Otway Active transport Strategy (2013)

Colac Otway Rural Living Strategy (2011)

Colac Structure Plan (2007)

Colac Township: Economic Development, 
Commercial and Industrial Land Use Strategy 
(2017)

Colac 2050 Background Report (2017)

Colac 2050 “What We Heard” Report and 
Addendum (2017)

Colac 2050 Citizens’ Jury Report (2017) 

Colac Stormwater Development Strategy (2019)

Draft Colac Urban Forest Strategy (2015)

G21 Regional Growth Plan (2013)

Lake Colac Foreshore Masterplan (2016-2026)



Contact
Colac Otway Shire
PO Box 283, Colac VIC 3250
Email: inq@colacotway.vic.gov.au

www.colacotway.vic.gov.au


