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Name of Place :

OFFICE BUILDING
Ref. No. : 141

Location :

126 Murray Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The two-storey red brick Office Building located at 126 Murray Street, Colac was built for Charles
Johnstone in 1907 as an insurance office. The Office Building is of historic and aesthetic importance to
the Shire of Colac Otway. The Office Building is historically important through association with the
development of professional office buildings in Colac’s commercial district, and demonstrates the
development of the town as a regional centre. The former insurance company building is aesthetically
important as a good example of a conservatively designed Federation Romanesque Style two-storey
building constructed for an insurance agency. The Office Building is important through the aesthetic
characteristics of the building, which are similar in style to the nearby J G Johstone commercial premises
[site #142], displays careful modelling of the proportions to maximise the daylight into the interior office
spaces. The absence of this modelling was a common contemporary criticism of this architecture style.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In 1886 Colac could boast the existence of five insurance companies in the town. By 1895 this number
had increased to seven servicing a Shire population of 2000 in 1890.
Charles Johnstone was one insurance broker who established a business in Colac. He was working from
the site of the present building in the 1890s, from where he managed various commercial agencies in
insurance, brokering and general dealing.
In 1907 Johnstone demolished the original premises on the site and erected a neat, two-storey office block
with a 20 foot frontage. The building had a shop front and one office downstairs and six offices upstairs,
which were rented to various tenants.
The office block was constructed in response to increasing demand for insurance by the district’s residents.
It reflects the increase not only in insurance companies in the town, but also the impact of skilled
professionals who did not rely on physical labour for their livelihood. The office block marks the transition
occurring in Colac in the early twentieth century and development of the town as a regional centre.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A two-storey red brick single fronted commercial business located on the main street. The building freely
adopts classical motifs, mixing styles drawn from Arts and Craft, Romanesque and Anglo-Dutch. This is
evident in the treatment of the central pediment to the gable, with high machicolation treatment of the
parapet, painted rendered trim to the red face brick walls, the round arches to the ground level entrance and
front window. It is also evident in the segmental arches to the row of four timber double hung sash windows
on the first level, and the deep simple cornice stringer coursing and medieval like stylised hanging end wall
pilasters.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

J G JOHNSTONE & CO. OFFICES
Ref. No. : 142

Location :

144 Murray Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The J G Johnstone livestock company (founded in 1883) constructed the red and white brick Romanesque
commercial premises designed by Alexander Hamilton in 1902. Located at 144 Murray Street, Colac, the
J G Johnstone building is of aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The J G
Johnstone building is aesthetically important as an outstanding example of Federation Romanesque style
building, designed by Alexander Hamilton. The aesthetic importance of the building is exhibited in the
display of fine craftwork and unusual detailing in the flamboyant polychrome banding of the walls and
the checkered pattern of the glazed ceramic tiles at the front elevation. The building is historically
important for its association with the stock and real estate company, J G Johnstone, and the important role
he played in the development of the shire’s primary and secondary industries.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Developing Secondary Industries (5.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The firm of J G Johnstone, founded 1883, became Colac’s largest dealer in livestock and real estate. The
company had saleyards throughout the shire, including at Lavers Hill and Cressy.
In 1902 an up-to-date business premises was erected in Murray Street. The complex was designed by
Alexander Hamilton and erected by John Pell, B Lowe & Co and Ernest Forbes. The building has a
Romanesque frontage with arched openings picked out in red and white bricks and tile friezes. The
complex comprised a public office with tesselated tile floor, principal’s offices, typing room, strong
room, auction room (with Kauri pine ceiling), stable and covered shelter for vehicles and furniture. A lane
was constructed on the east side, fitted with a pair of wrought iron gates by A Dickens, for access to the
rear sale yards.
The office and sale yard complex remained unchanged and in constant use for many decades. Town
planning requirements and altered stock selling techniques whittled away the complex from the 1970s. The
firm was sold to Elders Pastoral in 1986.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An accomplished Federation Romanesque commercial building designed by Alexander Hamilton, a local
architect in 1902 and built by J Pell, B Lowe & Co and E Forbes. American inspired, the style was
associated with commercial and industrial wealth and power, often associated in Australia with warehouses
and wool stores. The style is boldly expressed in this small building by the robustness of the heavy masonry
load bearing structure, thick set columns and rounded arches, modelled parapet with clustered piers,
flamboyant polychrome banding of the walls which extends down the side elevations, rows of tall chimneys
with elaborate strapwork, the chunkiness of the whole style reinforced by the use of checkered patterned of
the glazed ceramic tiles at the front elevation, infill between the arched windows and central door. The side
entrance and alleyway with its security decorative cast iron double gate displays excellent craftwork.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

SHOPS
Ref. No. : 143

Location :

168-170 Murray Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The two-storey free standing brick Shops, located at 168-170 Murray Street, Colac, were constructed for
the local baker Harold Bartlett in 1925-7. Further alterations were undertaken to the rear and ground floor
level in the second half of the twentieth century, although the first floor façade has remained relatively
intact. The Shops are of historic and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Shops are
historically important for their association with local baker, Harold Bartlett, whose business expansion in
the early twentieth century illustrates the town’s retail and demographic growth. The Shops are important
for their aesthetic characteristics, demonstrated in the unusual Inter War Art Deco modelling of the upper
storey of the building. This style is uncommon in Colac, with the retail centre retaining more numerous
examples of English-styled nineteenth century buildings and Functionalist twentieth century structures.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Harold Bartlett opened a bakery and retail outlet at 168-170 Murray Street in about 1900 in wooden
premises. Colac’s population had almost doubled in the 20 years before Bartlett opened his bakery and
retail outlet. This increased population was in part due to the colonial government’s land selection
policies and the breaking up of pastoral lands into small farms, and part due to the role that Colac played
as the hub for rail transport. Bartlett was one of many who had set up their retail business to service the
increased population.
The post First World War economic boom experienced in Colac provided Bartlett with the spur to
modernise his business. In 1925 he built a two storey brick building, with a large brick store at the rear,
and used the premises as a bakery and café. Some further substantial work was also done to the property
in 1927. Bartlett leased the first floor rooms for office accommodation. Access to these was gained from a
street level staircase entrance.
Bartlett retired from business in 1955 and the premises were taken over by Edments Stores, followed by
Riley & Co. These retailers made various changes in 1956 and 1961, demolishing the weatherboard
structures to the rear and filling in the block with new offices and workrooms.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The upper storey level of this free standing two-storey brick shop located on the main commercial strip in
Colac, is one of a few examples of Inter-War Art Deco styles of architectural design found in Colac. Even in
this example, the Art Deco motifs are restricted to the parapet detailing. Here a pair of unadorned pilasters,
which frame a narrow window and fanlight, rise above the parapet level at each end of the building. A French
stylised pressed metal window hood supported on brackets extends between these pilasters to terminate in a fanlike stepped pyramid tower. The lower level of the wall is broken up by a row of narrowly spaced windows. The
shop front and awnings appear to have been remodelled at some stage and are not original. The building has
been altered on the ground level, but is substantially intact on the upper level.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

SHOPS

Ref. No. : 144
Location :

172-176 Murray Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Brown & Holmes building is a two-storey rendered brick commercial premises located at 172-176
Murray Street in Colac. The building was constructed in 1922 by George Gray for leasing to the Brown
& Holmes Printing business. The Brown and Holmes building is of aesthetic and historic importance to
the Shire of Colac Otway. The Brown and Holmes building is historically important for its ability to
illustrate the prosperity which existed in Colac after the First World War. The Brown and Holmes
building is historically important for its association with George Gray, a successful local businessman
and shop keeper, who built this rental property in 1922 on the economic success of his drapery and
clothing business. The Brown and Holmes building is aesthetically important as a good example of an
early 1920s Inter War Free Classical style building with original and unusual eclectic Arts and Craft
Style detailing.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The retail premises were erected in 1922 by George Gray for leasing to the Brown & Holmes Printing
business. The two-storey building had a frontage of 32 feet by 69 feet depth with provision for street
access to the first floor. It was constructed doing the post First World War period of recovery and at a
time of prosperity for Colac, whose population had increased to over 4,000. The design of the building,
albeit stylistically eclectic, reflects the community’s positive attitudes and confidence in the future.
Brown & Holmes traded as printers, manufacturing stationers and bookbinders and sold a wide range of
office requisites, greeting cards, pens and typewriters. George Gray ran a nearby drapery and clothing
business. Both businesses are indicative of the increased needs and retail services required by the people
of Colac as the area and industries continued to expand in the early decades of the twentieth century.
The printers closed in 1956 after the retirement of Brown & Holmes’ principal and the premises were then
leased to two shopfront businesses as well as offering space for three offices upstairs.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
George Gray, a successful shopkeeper, constructed the building as a rental enterprise in 1922. The rendered,
two-storey, freestanding commercial building is notable for its eclectic combination of elements. These
details are adapted from various sources, Romanesque, Art Nouveau and others to be combined in an
original Arts and Craft decorative motif. This is made up of a series of three key shaped windows with
stylised label hoods that extend up the front façade like pilasters terminating above the parapet level. The
lower level of the upper storey has bold projecting mortar joint-like stripes. The lintel brackets are used in
an exaggerated way on the parapet coping. The ground level shop fronts have been altered.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

AUSTRAL HOTEL
Ref. No. : 145

Location :

185 Murray Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The brick Austral Hotel, located at 185 Murray Street, Colac, was built in 1904 in the Arts and Crafts
style for the Colac publican James Bird. The Austral Hotel is of aesthetic, historic and social importance
to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Austral Hotel is of aesthetic importance as an excellent local example of
an Arts and Crafts style hotel that is substantially intact and prominently located in the main street of
Colac. The Austral Hotel is also aesthetically important in integrating a richness of details demonstrated
in the base-relief panels of lilies, the decorative half timber gables, and the oriel upper corner tower. The
hotel is also important for the aesthetic contribution it makes to Colac’s streetscape and the commercial
precinct. The Austral Hotel is historically important for its long association with the Shire’s tourism
industry and the provision of accommodation for travellers to and through Colac. The Austral Hotel is
socially important as a venue for entertainment for Colac residents and for meetings for groups such as
the Colac district’s Freemasons.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Recreation (9.3); Tourism (9.5)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
A similar establishment called the Brewers Arms’ originally occupied the site of the Austral Hotel. The
Brewers Arms owner was James Bird, founder of the Masonic Movement in Colac and Councillor on the
Colac and Winchelsea Shires. Bird died in 1885 and his estate continued ownership of the hotel.
In 1904 the Brewers Arms was demolished and a very large, two storey brick hotel called The Austral
was erected by James Bird’s son, James, the licensed publican. It was built three years after Federation,
and it is possible the name of the hotel, 'The Austral', recognises this important event in the nation's
history.
The Austral was built almost as a square in 1904, with a fifty-four foot frontage and a sixty-six foot depth.
Subsequent additions changed the original symmetry of the building. The accommodation wing was also
later extended along Corangamite Street as well as to the east into the adjoining block.
The Austral remained the leading hotel in Colac and the surrounding district for decades, in particular
when owned and operated by the Kincaid (Otways' sawmilling) family, during the years 1914 to 1971.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Austral hotel is an excellent example of a Federation Arts and Crafts style building, an architectural
style, which was immensely popular in Victoria in the early twentieth century. The two-storey loadbearing brick building has a domestic character and informality in massing. It incorporates English
vernacular decorative half timber gables, hipped roof, oriel upper corner tower, with parapet extending
above the roof line, tall tapering chimneys, recessed upper verandah with stylised two-storey columns in
antis (?), classic Art Nouveau styling such as base-relief panels of lilies inserted above the windows. The
exterior walls have been painted, obscuring the once striking decorative render and red brick banding of
the main street facades. The roof is of a moderate pitch clad with corrugated iron sheeting, replacing the
earlier slate and terracotta ornamental ridge capping. Later additions to the accommodation wing were
executed in a similar style, and extended as a two-storey section along the side street.
The exterior of the building appears to be well maintained. It is also substantially intact, although there
have been minor alterations to the windows and door openings on the ground level. The painted exterior
walls also hide the dramatic architectural design of the original concept. However this is regarded as
reversible.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good- Fair

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

CHEVROLET SHOWROOM BUILDING
Ref. No. : 146

Location :

224 Murray Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Chevrolet Showroom, located at 224 Murray Street, Colac, was built in the Inter-War Spanish
Mission style in 1935. The Chevrolet Showroom building is aesthetically and historically important to the
Shire of Colac Otway. The Chevrolet Showroom building is aesthetically important for exhibiting the
good design characteristics of the Inter-War Spanish Mission style, demonstrated in the decorative detail
of the façade. The Chevrolet Showroom building is aesthetically important for the incorporation of
flamboyant Spanish baroque decorative motifs, symbolising American stylistic extravagance that began to
influence Australian design in the inter-war years. The Chevrolet Showroom building is historically
important for the adoption of a flamboyant design, which was used as a promotional device for
advertising the sale and servicing of Chevrolet’s latest car models, and for demonstrating an optimistic
attitude towards the future as the district emerged from the 1930s economic depression. The Chevrolet
Showroom building is historically important in demonstrating the emergence of Colac as the district’s
leading retail centre.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Arthur and Percy Parker first entered the motor trade in 1919, working out of unsophisticated premises in
Murray Street. With the continued development of the automobile and the economy emerging from the
economic Depression, the Parker Brothers felt it appropriate in 1935 to expand and rebuild their premises.
Motor car ownership had dramatically increased in Victoria from 10,000 vehicles in 1914 to 100,000 about
a decade later, as automobiles gradually began to replace horses. Farmers in particular purchased
automobiles, viewing this new mode of transport as a more reliable alternative to horses. The Parkers
recognised this growth and moved to construct up-to-date premises to deal with all aspects of the motor car
trade.
A showroom 35 feet by 115 feet, fronting Murray Street, was constructed in the popular Inter-War Spanish
Mission style as the marketing centrepiece. The business was supplemented by a servicing and repair
workshop to the rear (which extended almost to Bromfield Street), as well as the refurbishment of the old
adjacent garage. Much of the parking and show area was under the one roof, and it was said at the time that
this covered space was the largest in country Victoria.
The new showroom was launched in August 1935 with a motor show in conjunction with Henderson
Motors. All of the General Motors Corporation’s latest models from the Melbourne Motor Show were
brought to Colac for a street procession and subsequent display at Parkers.
The car showrooms are now a reminder of the enthusiastic way the district’s people embraced the
automobile, as well as the degree of prosperity existing, which enabled the purchase of this more efficient
means of transport. The flamboyant style of the Chevrolet salerooms also reflects the optimism felt in the
1930s, as the shire emerged from the economic Depression, in the future of the automobile industry. It also
reflects the development of Colac as the district’s main retail centre.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A free standing rendered brick Inter-War Spanish Mission style car showroom and service repair building
extending the depth of the block. The high parapet at the front hides the traditional rear shed-like structure
behind. The front entrance is marked by two large fluted and twisted columns with stylised baroque
rendering motifs above, forming a swirling swag above the recessed entrance porch, which is defined by
rope beaded decorative rendering. The decorative detailing incorporates, fleur de lies, acanthus leaves,
ropes, flutings, chevrons and other designs. An excellent Spanish Mission style wrought iron grill gate
remains across the service entrance. Although the front of the showroom windows has been modified, the
surviving flamboyant entrance porch is the most critical element in the style.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

SHOPS
Ref. No. : 147

Location :

243-253 Murray Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The single-storey row of five brick commercial premises, located at 243-253 Murray Street in Colac,
were built after 1929 and most likely in stages from 1933-4 by the local builder Alfred Searle as an
investment. The largest was used as a garage by Charles Cole and Alex McKenzie, both busline
operators. The Shops at 243-253 Murray Street are of historic and aesthetic importance to the Shire of
Colac Otway. The Shops are historically important through their ability to demonstrate the economic
prosperity and optimism that existed in the shire in the early decades of the twentieth century. The Shops
are historically important in illustrating the extension of the retail precinct west along Murray Street,
demonstrating a demand for retail services and Colac’s growth as a major regional commercial centre.
The Shops are historically important in illustrating the prosperity of Colac and its citizens. The Shops are
important for the aesthetic contribution to the streetscape.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In 1929 local building contractor Alfred Searle (1876-1942) purchased several allotments and began to
erect a row of five shops for rental. Construction may have been delayed by the Depression but by 1933-4
the largest was occupied by Charles Cole and later Alex McKenzie who were busline operators.
Searle had arrived in Colac with his father in 1904 and later worked as a builder throughout his working
life. He benefited from Colac’s prosperity and subsequent building boom, and was able to purchase
Forbes’ grand house at 56 Moore Street as his residence [site #129].
The five shops Searle constructed illustrate his success as a local tradesmen, the result of increased
building demand in the shire occurring with the population growth to over 4,000, and the development of
primary and secondary industry. The shops also demonstrate the twentieth century expansion of the
Murray Street retail area and are indicative of increased demand and the shire’s economic prosperity, as
Colac developed as a major regional centre.
Searle retained ownership for a number of years but eventually sold all of the shops.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A good example of a group of five modest single-storey brick shops built after 1929 immediately after the
First World War in the main retail street in Colac. The small shops are typical of their time, unadorned
broken up into single bays with brick castellated parapet coping. With the double fronted larger premises
identified by higher pediments or elevated parapet. The ground level of the shops remain fairly original,
with cream glazed ceramic tiles to the lower section of the walls, metal framed angled windows, recessed
doors and upper fanlights are characteristic of all the shops except the end property which has been altered.
The condition of the building is fair to good, and it is substantially intact, although the shop at the western
end of the group has been remodelled on the ground level.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

COLES SHOWROOMS & FACTORY
Ref. No. : 148

Location :

266-268 Murray Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The cream brick Coles Showroom and Factory building, located at 266-68 Murray Street, Colac, was
built in 1940 in the Inter-War Functionalist style. The Coles Showroom and Factory building is of historic
and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Coles Showroom and Factory building is
historically important through association with Charles Cole, the inventor and manufacturer of the Coles
Onion Seeder, and through association with the development of Colac’s secondary industry. The building
is significant for demonstrating the importance of the onion industry, one of the Shire’s important primary
industries. The former factory is also historically important for its association with opportunities grasped
by local manufacturers, ultimately assisting in the economic growth and the development of the shire. The
former factory is of aesthetic importance through exhibiting the good design characteristics of the Inter
War Functional style. This style illustrates the use of symbolism in its architectural design, apparent in the
narrative language of the decorative detail advertising the dynamic and innovative use of new technology
carried out both within the building and by the owner.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Developing Secondary Industries (5.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Charles Cole, who lived at Alvie in the heart of one of the state’s most important onion growing areas,
founded the ‘Coles S.U.’ manufacturing business. By the mid-twentieth century nearly sixty-five percent of
the total production of onions in the State came from the Alvie district, between Lake Corangamite and
Lake Colac.
In 1913 Cole devised a seeder for onions - a two-row spoon-type drill “of simple design”. The onion seeder,
which was later refined further, was manufactured in Colac. It sold throughout Australia as well as widely
overseas.
By the 1920s Cole had established an implement works on the east side of Hart Street, at the corner of
Murray Street, to manufacture his onion seeder. Business so improved in the mid 1930s that Cole bought
the corner block on the other side of the street and, in 1940, built an up-to-date brick showroom, workshop
and factory for the manufacture of his onion seeder. The original complex had a frontage of 79 feet by 55
feet, which was later extended by 55 feet along Murray Street.
The onion seeder continued to be manufactured in Colac until the last decades of the twentieth century, and
was marketed as the ‘Coles S.U.’
Charles Cole was one of the Shire’s successful entrepreneurs. The showrooms reflect the ingenuity of local
manufacturers like Cole, as well as the importance of the onion industry in the shire. The opportunities
grasped by Cole and other local manufacturers ultimately assisted in the growth and development of the
shire.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An Inter-War Functionalist showroom and factory built on the corner of Murray and Corangamite Streets.
The style is expressed by a striking segmental curved corner turret, which rises above the circular glass
brick entrance door terminating in a tall metal finial above the parapet level. Vertical fins delineate the only
form of decorative detail, the cut out lettering of the firm’s name ‘McMahons’, which is fixed down the
front of the tower. Large fin-like steel frame showroom windows are set into cream face brick panels, which
project from the background, white rendered, structure of the building.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

Colac Otway Her itag e Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

COLAC HIGH SCHOOL
Ref. No. : 149

Location :

413 Murray Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Colac High School was established in 1911 as the Colac Agricultural High School. The red brick
building was opened in 1912 and, although variously extended, the building has retained its original
external appearance. The Colac High School is of historic, aesthetic and social importance to the State of
Victoria. The Colac High School is historically important through association with the development of
agricultural high schools in the State, the precursor of secondary education provision in Victoria. The
High School is historically important in demonstrating, through the various alterations and changes
undertaken, the growth and development of secondary education in Victoria. The original 1912 main
building is aesthetically important as an excellent example of a Federation Arts and Crafts style building
designed by the Education Department and built around a courtyard model. The High School is socially
importance for its ability to demonstrate the values placed on education by the local community and the
State of Victoria. The High School is socially important in illustrating the shift in education philosophy in
Victoria from an agricultural focus to mainstream teaching.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : State

Nominate for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register.

THEMES : Schools (8.2.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Demands for higher educational facilities in Victoria began at the same time that the provision of primary
educational services were extended to most parts of the state. After 1907 agricultural high schools began
to be organised. These were the precursor of state secondary education in Victoria, introduced with the
Education Act of 1910 and provided for higher elementary, district high, and technical schools.
In the first decades of the century moves began at both Colac and Warrnambool for the establishment of
facilities orientated towards rural and agricultural vocational training. The initial move for a high school
at Colac came from the Colac Pastoral and Agricultural Society in 1908. The Colac Shire Council decided
to shoulder the full financial responsibility of £1,500 required to establish the school by imposing an
additional rate levy on all rate payers within the shire for two successive years. This resulted in £2,130
being raised and enabled 20 acres of the ‘Lady Franklin’ farm to be procured by the Council. The land
was then handed to the Education Department by deed of gift. The Colac Agricultural High School was
opened on 7 February 1911, in temporary premises (near the present 3CS building), with an enrolment of
64 pupils.
A A Billson, Minister for Education, laid the foundation stone for the permanent brick school in June
1912. In 1914, when enrolment at the school had risen to 175, two additional rooms were added to the
site. By 1928 enrolments had increased to 220 pupils. Three more rooms were added and parts of the farm
buildings were converted to a sheet metal and black-smithing shop. The school had ceased to be an
agricultural school by this time and became the Colac High School.
Subsequent additions to the school included a three-room Army hut in 1940, a two-room Bristol,
aluminium unit in 1951 and a two-room Jennings prefabricated unit in 1953 when the school’s enrolment
was 573. A domestic arts block was erected in 1956.
Secondary education expanded rapidly after the Second World War. In 1950, of students entering high
school in Victoria, only one in eleven remained until the final form. By 1960 the ratio had dramatically
improved to one in four. This extension of secondary education in Victoria is reflected in the building
programs undertaken at the Colac High School. A major rebuilding program was undertaken between 1967
and 1969 with the erection of more classroom wings and an assembly hall. A further expansion program in
1986 included a library, courtyard and remodelled administration area.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A single-storey red brick and roughcast rendered school building, designed around a courtyard is residential
in scale and character. It is designed in a picturesque but formal way, with central loggia style entrance
porch with strongly articulated elevations designed in-the-round showing projecting parapeted gable wings,
breaking up long sections where the dominating roof form has deep eaves and exposed rafters. The
windows are multi-paned double hung sashes with upper fanlights extending into the rendered upper walls.
The ridge roof is clad with corrugated metal sheeting and the original decorative roughcast render chimneys
are intact. The building is substantially intact, and is now surrounded with many later additions including
another school block.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

PRINCE OF WALES HOTEL
Ref. No. : 150

Location :

2 Murray Street East

Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The red brick Prince of Wales Hotel, located near the banks of the Barongarook River at 1 Murray Street,
Colac, was built in 1874 for George Ball and Daniel Treacey. The building has been used as a hotel,
boardinghouse, private residence and, currently, as Bed and Breakfast accommodation. The Prince of
Wales Hotel is of historic and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Prince of Wales
Hotel is historically important as the oldest surviving example of its type in Colac. Although the Prince of
Wales was not the earliest hotel in Colac, it is now the oldest extant. The Prince of Wales Hotel is
historically important in demonstrating the accommodation facilities available to nineteenth century
travellers, typically located adjacent to river and creek crossings and particularly prior to the advent of rail
transport. The hotel is aesthetically important for its relationship to its site, on the edge of the road and
beside the river, evocative of early travel and settlement in the region.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Roads & Routes (4.4)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Prince of Wales Hotel was erected in 1874 for joint owners George Ball and Daniel Treacey. It was
built at the Barongarook Creek crossing, a prime location enabling the proprietors to offer refreshments,
accommodation and stabling for the weary traveller and was typical of many inns which sprang up at
river crossings, or were sited on main roads, to provide accommodation for travellers.
In 1890 some additions were made to the building, probably in the form of a residential section.
The hotel continued to retain a good reputation for wayside accommodation and remained operating until
the 1920s.
The premises then became a boarding house for about 20 years, and then a private residence.
In 1970 it was proposed to demolish the building to create space for a service station, but planning laws
defeated the proposal. The premises were revived as a bed and breakfast establishment in the 1990s.
The Prince of Wales is not the oldest hotel established in the Shire, but it is the oldest extant in Colac and,
because of its position on the banks of Barongarook Creek, is now illustrative of the type of siting sought by
hoteliers in the nineteenth century.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A single-storey long, low red brick country hotel built in 1874 on the roadside beside the river,
Barongarook Creek, designed in a simple Victorian Georgian style, but with an informal irregularity about
the arrangement of doors and windows, reflecting the function of the building, rather than architectural
style. Polychrome decorative brickwork is used to delineate corner and opening quoining and on the
chimneys. The simple hip corrugated roof has closed eaves with a bracketed cornice on the front elevation.
Windows are timber framed double hung sash, single pane and there is one arched window, possibly
highlighting the public bar area. A small coach-style entrance is located on the western side of the front
façade, where there is also a small semi-detached residence with front verandah, recessed behind the wall of
the main façade, which is without verandahs.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN MANSE
Ref. No. : 151

Location :

19 Pollock Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Presbyterian Manse building, located at 19 Pollock Street, Colac, was constructed in 1911 to replace
an adjacent 1855 manse. The 1911 Manse was constructed in brick in the Federation Bungalow style. The
former Presbyterian Manse is aesthetically and historically important to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
former Presbyterian Manse is aesthetically important as a good example of a substantial Federation
Bungalow Style residence. The former Presbyterian Manse is historically important for its ability to
demonstrate, together with the 1855 manse, an evolution in house styles over a 50 year period. The
former Manse is also historically important for illustrating the commitment of Presbyterian parishioners
to the welfare of their religious minister.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1); Building Towns (5.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In 1855 the Colac Presbyterian parish erected a manse for its minister [site #152]. As the dominant
religious group in the district in the nineteenth century, Presbyterian parishioners were also the first to
build a church in Colac [1854, site # 125].
By the first decades of the twentieth century the 1855 manse had become outdated.
In 1911 a new manse was built at 19 Pollock Street adjacent to the original 1855 Manse. It was built as a
substantial brick building of eight main rooms and demonstrates a continuum in the Colac Presbyterian
parish, and a commitment to the parishioners’ religious leaders.
The Uniting Church sold the twentieth century Presbyterian Manse in 1987, at what was then a Colac
record price of $159,000 for a dwelling.
The house continues to remain in private ownership.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The substantial Federation Bungalow style former Presbyterian Manse was built in 1911 and is essentially
conservative in architectural design. The tuck pointed red brick building is typical of many Federation
residences, with projecting front gable wing, return verandah with timber posts and decorative timber
valance, bull nose corrugated verandah roof, dominated by a corrugated clad main roof with central new
double dormer and original Arts and Craft style chimneys. The house is substantially intact, but with new
dormer window to the front designed in a sympathetic way.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN MANSE
Ref. No. : 152

Location :

21 Pollock Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Construction of the Presbyterian Manse, located at 21 Pollock Street, Colac, commenced in 1855. The premises
was no longer used as a Manse after new accommodation was constructed for the minister in 1911 at 19 Pollock
Street, however it continued to be used as a dwelling. The former Presbyterian Manse is aesthetically and
historically important to the Shire of Colac Otway. The former Presbyterian Manse is historically important in
demonstrating, together with the 1911 Manse, an evolution in house styles over a 50 year period. The former
manse is historically important in illustrating the commitment of Presbyterian parishioners to the welfare of
their religious minister. The former Presbyterian Manse is architecturally important in exhibiting the principle
design characteristics of accommodation offered to religious ministers in regional centres in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. The former Presbyterian Manse is historically important though association with the
development of Colac and demonstrates the theme of settlement and building of towns within the Shire.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1); Building Towns (5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Presbyterianism was the pioneer religion in Colac and the congregation was the first to erect significant
structures for religious observance when they built St Andrew’s Church in 1854 [site #125].
A manse was built for the congregation’s minister at 21 Pollock Street in 1855, and reflects the
denominational dominance of Presbyterians in the area, as well as the high number of Scots who migrated
to the district.
Major additions were carried out in 1873, and some minor works in 1875.
The house was used by the local minister until 1911 when a new manse was constructed on the adjoining
site at 19 Pollock Street [site #151].
The church retained ownership of 21 Pollock Street for many years, and rented the property to various
tenants.
The 21 Pollock Street manse was awarded to the continuing Presbyterian Church at the time of church
unification in 1977, and was sold to private ownership in the early 1980s.
The former manse is one of Colac’s oldest buildings, and is able to provide valuable information about
the social values of the district’s early settlers as well as the Presbyterian congregation’s commitment to
their religion and their church leaders.
In 1911 the Presbyterian Church erected a new manse alongside the old 1855 building. The new 19 Pollock
Street manse is a substantial brick building, of 40 squares and eight main rooms. This manse was disposed
of by the Uniting Church in 1987 at what was then a Colac record price of $159,000 for a dwelling.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The house at 21 Pollock Street is a simple brick construction with an iron roof that was built in about the
1880s as an extension to and surrounding a dwelling built for the Presbyterian Church in 1854. The main
section of the manse appears to comprise the original 1855 Victorian Regency style building which has a
later twentieth century projecting hipped roof addition to the front. The earlier building displays all the
typical features of a colonial building. These include the simplicity of style, the restrained use of detailing,
coupled ionic circular verandah posts, symmetry of design regarding the placement of windows and doors,
and the huge gently curved roof that sweeps down over the verandahs. There are three early chimneys
located centrally and on either side of the building. The roof is of a medium pitch and is made from
corrugated metal roof sheeting. The new addition projects well past the verandah and is located to one side
of the front elevation. While the design is simple and is not obtrusive, it detracts from the clarity of the early
colonial building. The former manse is regarded as having high architectural significance.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

Colac Otway Her itag e Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

YEOWARRA
Ref. No. : 153

Location :

5855 Princess Highway
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Yeowarra, located at 5855 Princess Highway, Colac, was built in 1873 for John Austin, the son of the
prominent Geelong pioneer James Austin. The bluestone homestead was designed by the architects
Alexander Davidson and George Henderson. Yeowarra is of historic, aesthetic and architectural
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. Yeowarra is historically important as a manifestation of the
success and vast disposable wealth accumulated by successful nineteenth century pastoralists. Yeowarra
is aesthetically important through illustrating a fine example of the work of Alexander Davidson and
George Henderson, who designed a number of western district homesteads including Barwon Park for
James Austin’s brother Thomas. Yeowarra is architecturally important as a major work of the partnership
of Davidson and Henderson. Yeowarra and the remnant gardens are historically important as one of a
small group of substantial nineteenth century residences attached to rural holdings, and for its ability to
illustrate a continuum of land use in the Shire.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Improving Homes (3.5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Yeowarra (formerly know as Yeo) was initially included in Hugh Murray’s original run.
Murray was forced to part with a portion of his original lease in the early 1840s, after severe drought and
economic depression affected the newly formed Port Phillip District. The economic depression resulted in
several stations changing hands. Of the 481 people who held pastoral licenses in the colony in 1840, fewer
than half remained by 1845.
The Yeo Estate was formed when James Austin took over the lease from Murray in 1843.
James Austin had arrived in the Port Phillip District from Van Dieman’s Land (Tasmania) with his
brother Thomas in 1836. Thomas took up land near Winchelsea where he subsequently built Barwon
Park. James settled on the northern shore of Corio Bay, near the future city of Geelong, where he married
Rebecca Savage. The Yeowarra, or Yeo, homestead block was purchased as a pre-emptive right of 640
acres under the 1847 Orders-in-Council before the Order expired in 1861-2. The remaining section of the
estate was divided into 160 acre allotments for selection. Rebecca and James had five children whilst
living at Corio Bay, the last of whom was John, their only son, born in 1850. In 1853 the family moved to
Somerset, England. The first section of the house was constructed for Austin’s son John in 1873 and was
designed by Davidson and Henderson. Yeowarra was occupied by John Austin and his wife Ada, where
their two children, Mabel and Hector, were born in 1876 and 1877.
In the 1920s the then owners, the Winter-Irvings, undertook extensions.
Yeowarra is important in providing information about the shire’s early history, including early settlement
patterns.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Yeowarra is located on a carefully selected site atop of a gently rising hill south of the Princes Highway.
The residence is approached by a serpentine driveway lined with oak trees. The large, single storeyed
coursed bluestone residence is arranged to take in views to the north and is ringed to the north side by a
lawn edged with planting and trees. The residence includes service court to the rear, flanked by enclosed
verandahs, leading to bedrooms, kitchen and service rooms. The picturesque front section constructed of
bluestone includes returned verandah to the north and west side entry. The main west front is
asymmetrically composed, with the bay windowed dining room on the west side and the drawing room
behind the verandah. It has a sidefacing front door in the base of the two storeyed, gable roofed tower with
its triple windows. It has unusual rounded corner detail or chafer, round toplights, and a pointed arch panel
above. The roof is blue slate with a band of purple running horizontally about midway. The main section of
building retains its internal floor plan and some applied decorative features. There is a notable coved ceiling
in the dining room following the pitch of the roof. Ancillary agricultural buildings are located to the south
and partially screened from view by topography, planting and orientation of the main residence. The north
facing verandah was altered during the 1920s and the original cast iron verandah removed. It appears the
wooden portion and stone wing at the rear was built by the new owners at a later date. The garden is well
landscaped and is said to have been designed by Guilfoyle.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

POLICE LOCK-UP
Ref. No. : 154

Location :

40 Queen Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The bluestone Police Lock-Up, located in Queen Street, Colac, at the rear of the police station, was built
in 1861. The Police Lock-Up is of historic and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
Police Lock-Up is historically important as the oldest know extant public building in Colac, and is one of
only a few remaining of its type in south western Victoria. The Police Lock-Up is also historically
important for its association with the establishment of law and order, and a colonial presence, in the Shire
of Colac Otway. The Police Lock-Up is of aesthetic importance as a good example of a typical 1860s
government police lock-up.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Law & Order (8.2.5)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Colac was policed from Pirron Yallock after European settlement commenced in the district, until in 1849
the township was proclaimed a police district. In the same year, 1849, a courthouse was built at the corner
of Queen and Murray Streets. The courthouse site was abandoned in 1859 and a new one erected further
along Queen Street at the Dennis Street corner.
In 1861 a 12-foot by 12-foot bluestone lock-up was also built close to the rear of the courthouse to
accommodate the prisoners awaiting trial at the courthouse.
The courthouse was replaced by a third building in 1889, although the 1861 lock-up remained intact. A
cream brick 1940s Moderne style police building is now located adjacent to the lock-up.
The 1861 bluestone lock-up is one of few remaining in south western Victoria. It is the oldest known
building to survive in Colac, and is the oldest extant government building in the Shire of Colac Otway.
This lock-up remains today as a legacy of past law and order methods.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A solid two cell bluestone police lock-up built in 1861 to the standard government design, comprising a
rectangular cell block with corrugated metal clad gable roof, high wall vents and small open window grill.
The masonry work is made up of coursed stretcher bond rock faced regular sized stones with white mortar
and an unusual square gable roof entrance annex to the cells. The main and only door has a metal grill gate
with small slit windows to the side elevations.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

MATERNAL & CHILD HEALTH CENTRE
Ref. No. : 155

Location :

49 Queen Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The brick Maternal & Child Health Centre, located at 49 Queen Street, Colac, was constructed by the
Shire of Colac in 1935. The Maternal & Child Health Centre is of historic and aesthetic importance to the
Shire of Colac Otway. The Maternal & Child Health Centre is historically important through association
with the devolution of welfare responsibilities to local government, particularly during the inter-war and
post World War Two period. The Maternal & Child Health Centre is historically important for
demonstrating the increased attention focused on the health and welfare of mothers and infants by the
Shire and for association with the introduction of child welfare services into the State of Victoria. The
Maternal & Child Health Centre is historically important in illustrating the extension of responsibilities
assumed by local government in the mid-twentieth century. The Maternal & Child Health Centre is
aesthetically important as a simple, utilitarian domestic structure of the inter-war years.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Formation of Local Government (8.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Although infant welfare or, as they were known earlier baby health centres, were established in the early
decades of the twentieth century to advise mothers and reduce mortality rates, in Victoria their formation
was initially left to the voluntary sector to organise. After the First World War, as local government
increasingly became involved in welfare issues, the health of mothers and babies was promoted by the
State government and became the responsibility of local councils.
The Colac Shire Council first became involved in infant welfare in 1925 when it received a small
government grant. The Shire ran the service from temporary premises for ten years, after which a decision
was made to erect a purpose-built facility.
In 1935 the Shire bought land in Queen Street and the following year built a brick premises. The structure
was 28 feet wide by 33 feet deep with a seven feet wide front verandah for the protection of prams from
the weather and for play equipment. A garage annex was also built at the rear.
Shire Rate Books indicate that, by 1939, infant welfare centres were operating in the Beeac, Weering and
Corangamite Ridings. The infant welfare centre is still in use.
Infant welfare centres provide an indication of local government’s response to welfare. However they did
more than attend to the physical welfare of mothers and babies - they also provided a valuable social centre
for mothers with young children.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The building is rather a severe looking single storey dark brick structure with central hipped corrugated clad
roof, boxed eaves which extend over a deep front verandah supported by four polychrome brick columns.
The domestic style and construction type dates the building to the mid to late 1930s. It is sited centrally on
the allotment, behind a high cyclone wire fence. A large self-supporting metal signs reads ‘Mothering and
Child Health Centre’. A curving concrete path leads, through a sparsely landscaped front garden of clipped
grass lawn and two overgrown shrubs, to the front entrance defined by a wide timber door with two timber
casement windows set on either side.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

DRILL HALL
Ref. No. : 156

Location :

63-67 Queen Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The timber Drill Hall, located at 63-67 Queen Street, Colac, was built in 1909, and was extended after
compulsory military training was introduced in 1911. The Drill Hall is historically important to the Shire
of Colac Otway. The hall is historically important for associations with military service and attitudes to
war, particularly in the first decades of the twentieth century. The Drill Hall is important for its historic
associations with recruitment drives and the training of local volunteers, and those called up for
compulsory training in the Australian Army since 1909. The building is historically important for its size,
which indicates the numbers involved in military training in the district, and for its association the
district’s involvement in the Australian Armed Forces.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Law & Order (8.2.5)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Drill Hall was erected in 1909 to train recruits as part of the Commonwealth Government’s
commitment to establish a home service army under the British Empire United Defence Scheme. It is
likely that the site for the hall was chosen because there was surplus Commonwealth land at the rear of
the Post Office Reserve, which then ran through to Bromfield Street. The hall was built with a central
open space for training and incorporated offices at both ends of the building.
In 1911 the Commonwealth Government introduced the first compulsory training scheme for boys. By
1915 636,000 boys had enlisted in Australia. The increased number who enlisted in the Colac district
necessitated the construction of additional office space at the Drill Hall in 1915. By then the Colac Drill
Hall was the mustering and training headquarters for local recruits and operated as a feeder for the 23/21
Battalion during World War I. These offices were built on the south-east corner. A few years later more
space was created along the north wall, surrounding the hall’s offices and storage areas.
After World War I compulsory training was greatly reduced until suspended by Prime Minister Scullin in
1929.
Conscription was introduced at the beginning of World War II and in the 1950s compulsory military
training was reintroduced. During these phases, and later during Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam
War, the hall was utilised for combat training.
The Army Reserve has maintained an ongoing presence at the hall since 1909.
The hall has played an integral role in the Colac district’s military training and involvement in military
conflict.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A simple single-storey, timber frame weatherboard Army Drill Hall, which is pleasantly proportioned and
detailed. The large drill hall is now surrounded by enclosed skillion verandah type additions. The double
hung timber windows are regularly located around the structure, with large angled window/vent fixed in the
apex of the gable. The roof is a clad with corrugated metal sheeting with a central strip ventilator along the
apex of the main ridge. There is a red brick and rendered chimney to the rear. The sparsity of detail, and
large size of the structure makes this an attractive building, reflecting its military use. The building is
substantially intact, with later additions associated with its original use.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

WESLEYAN CHURCH & HALL
Ref. No. : 157

Location :

15 Skene Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Colac Wesleyan Methodist Church and Hall, located in Skene Street, were built between 1924-6 to a
design produced by the Melbourne architectural firm Eggleston, with services first held in the Sunday
School hall in 1925. The original design included a vestry and parsonage, but the vestry linking the
Church and Hall was only completed in 1970. The kitchen and toilet wing added to the east of the
building in 1964 do not contribute to the significance of the place.
The Church is in the Gothic Revival style with Arts and Crafts detailing, whilst reflecting the more
modest architectural approach preferred by the Wesley denomination. The building details include the
red brick building with rendered bands and terracotta-tiled roof, tripartite pointed windows and porches at
three corners forming half hexagons with doors. The highly intact interior is designed with an
amphitheatre form, re-entrant angles and a gently sloping floor. Pews are arranged on the three sides
facing the pulpit and organ.
The interior further reflects the Arts and Crafts movement through the use of high quality materials and
craftsmanship evident in the lead lighting, brick dado, joinery, intersecting scissor roof trusses and board
ceiling. The main doors have been replaced and the interior doors to the north porch have had their
timber and leadlighting replaced with glass to form the crying room.
The Hall is also of red brick with a terracotta roof. It has a three bayed façade with flanking pinnacles on
the front façade, pointed windows articulated by deep pilasters surmounted by corbelled brickwork,
vertical timber and a jerkin head roof.
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

The Wesley Church and Hall are of aesthetic and architectural significance as a notable and distinctive
specimen of Arts and Crafts Gothic architecture in Western Victorian. They present as fine representative
examples of the work of Victorian architect Alec S. Eggleston.
The following elements of the interior of the Church are significant and are covered by the Heritage
Overlay:
• Original timber trusses and timber panelled roof;
• Original wall bracket light fittings installed on timber crosses around the walls of the Church;
• Original light fittings suspended from the Church ceiling;
• All original internal door furniture including the timber architraves;
• Timber wall panelling as well as the brick dado;
• Timber bracket above the lectern; and
• Timber bracket above the main entry (south east entry) into the Church.
The Church and Hall are of social and historic significance as a representation of the role of the Methodist
Church in Colac.
The simple, unadorned style of the Wesleyan Methodist Church and Hall are socially important in
reflecting the philosophy of Methodism and its aim to create ‘plain and decent’ meeting houses,
illustrating the Wesleyan life principles

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)
HISTORY :
In the nineteenth century Methodists were divided into three main sects, Wesleyans, Primitive Methodists
and Bible Christians. These divisions of Methodism united to form the Methodist Church of Australasia
in 1902. The divisions in Victoria had 1,000 churches between them in 1901, but a number of these were
evidently closed or disposed of as Methodist Churches numbered 829 in 1902.
Whilst Wesleyan Methodists developed a strong hold in the Shire by establishing the Buntingdale
Mission near Birregurra, they did not create a presence in Colac until 1858. Even then, they relied on a
circuit minister for six years until a permanent local appointment was made.
A Wesleyan presence was established in Colac in 1859 with the erection of a small church in Church
Street. This sufficed until 1874 when a larger church was built in Murray Street, nearly opposite the
Commercial Hotel. There was some disquiet in the church community because of the position of the
church in the main commercial street of Colac, but it was not until 1924 that the site was sold and a new
church and Sunday school planned for Skene Street. While building works were going on, the Wesleyans
held services at the Victoria Hall.
Searle and Wallace were the contractors for both the church and hall, which were designed by the
Melbourne architectural firm Eggleston. The foundation stones for both buildings were laid in 1925. The
Sunday School building was completed first, and was dedicated on 8 November 1925.
The church was opened on 20 June 1926. A feature of the church is the memorial window to the Selwood
family, donated by the ten family members.
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Name of Place :

FIRE STATION & RESIDENCE
Ref. No. : 158

Location :

26 Skene Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The brick Fire Station and attached Residence, located at 26 Skene Street, Colac, was constructed in
1923. The Fire Station and Residence is historically important for the Shire of Colac Otway. The Fire
Station is historically important for demonstrating Colac ratepayer’s commitment to voluntary activities.
It is also historically important for demonstrating the value placed on the provision of fire fighting
services in fire-prone rural areas. The attached Residence is historically important for demonstrating the
commitment to family values adopted by the Country Fire Brigade. The Fire Station and Residence are
architecturally important for exhibiting the principal design characteristics of the style associated with fire
station design in Victoria.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Supplying Services (5.2.); Fire & Flood (5.2)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
A fire brigade commenced in Colac in 1887 as a loosely formed group, and operated until 1891 when the
Country Fire Brigade was established. The 1890 Victorian Fire Brigades Act had set up two boards with
similar powers and responsibilities - the Country Fire Brigade and the Metropolitan Fire Brigade. The
Country Fire Brigade operated in areas beyond the ten mile metropolitan radius and was a volunteer body.
The name was later changed to the Country Fire Authority to distinguish between it and the Metropolitan
Fire Brigade, and reflect the voluntary nature of the former group.
The original Colac Fire Station was a small wooden building on the Market Reserve (now Memorial
Square) facing Murray Street. The timber building was demolished in 1923 when Market Reserve was
upgraded and converted to form Memorial Square. The Country Fire Brigade Board replaced the old
timber fire station with a new brick complex constructed in Skene Street that included a fire station and
adjacent residence.
The fire station included an appliance shed large enough for two vehicles side by side as well as training
space at the rear. The attached residence contained three bedrooms.
The residence reflects philosophies subscribed to by the brigade, in the early decades of the twentieth
century, in developing work environments conducive to families. This philosophy enabled firemen to
enjoying the benefits of a home life whilst on call.
The arched front entrance to the shed was altered to accommodate larger appliances in the 1970s.
The complex was occupied and used continuously until a new fire station was constructed in another part
of Colac in 1999.
The former fire station provides evidence of the community’s commitment to the Shire’s volunteer firemen
and the Brigade, and attests the importance of a dedicated group within a high-risk bush fires area.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An early 1920s traditionally styled Fire Station with an attached red face brick residence. The juxtapositions
of the two buildings of different architectural styles is slightly incongruous, the Californian Bungalow style
of the residence with the Inter War Free Classical style of the fire station, as evidenced by the Palladian
styled arched vehicular entrance, central round brick vent, elaborate urns placed on top of the front parapet
wall, and the scalloped finish to the return side walls. The building is substantially intact, although the front
entrance has been modified to accommodate larger vehicles.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

Colac Otway Her itag e Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

BALNAGOWAN
Ref. No. : 159

Location :

3 Stodart Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Balnagowan, located at 3 Stodart Street, Colac, was constructed in the Queen Anne style in 1891 for
Alexander Ross, to a design produced by the prominent Melbourne architectural firm Oakden Addison
and Kemp. Balnagowan is of aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. Balnagowan
is aesthetically important for its ability to exhibit an early example of Oakden Addison and Kemp’s
Queen Anne style of house design, and in demonstrating the principle design and aesthetic characteristics
of the Queen Anne style. Balnagowan is important for its associations with the late nineteenth century
technical innovations of the Queen Anne style, demonstrated by the comparatively new application of
terracotta tiles. Balnagowan is historically important as a rare example of the employment of a renowned
Melbourne architectural firm, unusual in the Shire. Balnagowan is historically important for its
association with the development of the City of Colac and the Colac Otway Shire by illustrating the late
nineteenth century aspirations and social values of the district’s elite. Balnagowan is important for its
social and cultural associations with the Ross family and subsequent usages, which demonstrate the
district’s changing social values in the twentieth century.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Improving Homes (3.5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The mansion known as Balnagowan was built in 1891 for Alexander Ross, a retired grazier. It had taken
three years to build, probably because of the effect the economic depression had on Ross’s finances.
The Queen Anne style adopted by Ross is an early example of its type and indicative of a desire by the
owner to adopt the latest fashion in house design. It reflects the social mores of the late nineteenth century
and a desire to construct not only a comfortable family home, but also one that would reflect the success
and social status of the owner through its architectural design and garden surrounds.
Balnagowan was sited in spacious grounds of twenty-three acres extending from Lake Colac to Murray
Street, and looked out onto the lake from the spot which became known as Ross’s Point, a favourite picnic
destination in the early decades of the twentieth century. A series of tree plantings were nurtured to shelter
the house from the prevailing winds.
On Ross’s death in 1907 the property was acquired by Wallace Joyce, a local estate agent, for use as his
family home. In 1914 the house was described as comprising nineteen rooms, including five reception and
living rooms, and nine bedrooms.
The house and three acres were sold on Joyce’s death to Ralph Williams, a dentist, in 1948. He in turn sold
in 1951 to Inez and Laura Anson, who were qualified nurses. The new owners turned the mansion into a
private hospital and it served this role until 1970 before becoming a function centre and accommodation
house.
Most of the former grounds were later subdivided by Stewart Joyce to form the Balnagowan Avenue
housing estate, reflecting Colac’s post-war urban growth.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An impressive early example of a Federation Queen Anne style two-storey mansion, located in the middle
of mature plantings, with outlooks over Lake Colac. The imposing home was built in 1891with fine face red
brick walls, prominent front two-storey projecting gables and hexagonal bay windows and tower with
conical slate roof. The main roof dominates the design and is steeply pitched, with elaborately grouped tall
chimneys decorated with strapped work and elegant terracotta chimney pots. Segmental arched windows,
double hung with multi-pane upper sashes set regularly along the facades, broken up with bold decorative
banding, forms an intricate part of the design concept of the style. To the side a late twentieth century brick
conservatory has been built with steep terracotta mansard roof. The building is substantially intact and,
although the side conservatory is obviously a later addition, it does not dominate the building.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

MOORINGARARA
Ref. No. : 160

Location :

26-34 Wallace Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The brick Victorian Georgian style house, Mooringarara, located in mature gardens at 26-34 Wallace
Street, Colac, was built in 1854 for local doctor Henry Nankivell. The house was extended in 1875 and
used as a medical practice, private hospital and residence. Mooringarara is of historic and aesthetic
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. Mooringarara is historically important as one of the earliest
surviving examples of European settlement in Colac. Mooringarara is historically important for its
association with the development of health care and one of Colac’s earliest medical practitioners, Dr H.
Nankivell. Mooringarara is historically important for its association with the establishment of Colac
earliest known surviving hospital by Dr T Rae in 1875. Mooringarara is aesthetically important as a good
example of a substantially intact colonial vernacular style home of hand made bricks, built in the early
years of settlement of the district.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)
THEMES : Building Towns (5.1); Hospitals (8.2.2)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
This single storey house on the banks of Reservoir Creek was built, utilising hand-made bricks, for Dr
Henry Nankivell in 1854. The building was primarily used as a residence although the doctor also
operated his practice from the premises. Dr Nankivell died in 1859.
In 1861 Agnes, Nankivell’s widow, married his colleague, Dr T Rae, and Rae took over Nankivell’s
practice. In 1871 a verandah was added to the front of the house.
The growth in practice by the 1870s, commensurate with Colac’s growth and the professionalisation of
medicine, led Dr Rae, in 1875, to erect a private hospital alongside his house. This building was linked by
a corridor to the house and was operating and offering services to the sick before the Colac Hospital was
opened in 1882 [site #110]. After the Colac Hospital was opened, Rae’s private hospital was able to
continue offering medical care by admitting midwifery cases as well as wealthier people who avoided the
services usually offered to the poor in nineteenth century hospitals.
After Dr Rae’s death in 1880, Agnes Rae continued to live in the house until her death in about1914.
The house was variously owned after Mrs Rae’s death until purchased in 1975 and restored by the
McIntosh’s.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A very good example of a typical Victorian Georgian early country homestead, as evidenced by the
rectangular form, corrugated metal clad hip roof, low spreading verandah, multiply timber posts, low
height, squat chimneys and French windows and doors leading onto the verandah; and its position set well
back from the road in an established garden.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

WESLEYAN METHODIST PARSONAGE (fmr)
Ref. No. : 161

Location :

81 Wallace Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The two-storey stuccoed Wesleyan Methodist Parsonage building, located at 81 Wallace Street, Colac,
was built in 1872 in the Victorian Georgian style. The Wesleyan Methodist Parsonage is of historic and
aesthetic importance to the shire of Colac Otway. The Parsonage is historically important for its ability to
demonstrate the presence of Weslyanism in the shire, first established in the Buntingdale Mission at
Birregurra in 1838. The Parsonage is historically important in demonstrating, through the austere and
severe style of the building, the impecunious circumstances of Colac’s nineteenth and early twentieth
century Wesleyan Methodist parishioners. The Wesleyan Methodist Parsonage is aesthetically important
as a good example of a two-storey stuccoed Victorian Georgian style residence.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In the nineteenth century Methodists were divided into three main sects, Wesleyans, Primitive Methodists
and Bible Christians. Whilst Wesleyan Methodists developed a strong hold in the Shire through the
establishment of the Buntingdale Mission near Birregurra, they did not create a presence in Colac until
1858. Even then, they relied on a circuit minister for six years until a permanent local appointment was
made.
After a minister was appointed in 1864, he initially lived in a small, plain, single storey house until the
congregation had raised sufficient funds for a new parsonage and church. This was achieved in the early
1870s. The parsonage, a two storey brick structure, was erected in 1872 at 81 Wallace Street for the then
minister, Reverend Groves.
The parsonage remained in church ownership until the mid-twentieth century when it was sold, and has
since been occupied as a private dwelling.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A good example of a two-storey stuccoed Victorian Georgian style Wesleyan Parsonage built in 1872 and
occupied first by Reverend Groves. The building is quite severe in style, simple block form, pleasantly
proportioned, with hip roof with little decorative detailing except for the bracketed eaves and quoining to
the corners of the house. The timber double hung windows and doors are symmetrically placed. It is quite
possible that earlier detailing has subsequently been removed, such as a single storey verandah. The house
is otherwise substantially intact.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

COLAC DAIRYING COMPANY COMPLEX
Ref. No. : 162

Location :

131 Wilson Street

Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Colac Dairying Company, located in Wilson Street Colac, commenced operations on the site in 1892
as a co-operative venture to manufacture butter and cheese. Extensions, additions and alterations were
undertaken in 1906, 1920, 1921, 1926, 1951, 1955, and 1979. The factory closed in 1989. The Colac
Dairying Company complex is historically important to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Colac Dairying
Company complex is historically important for its association with the Colac Dairying Company and the
major role played by the company in the development of the dairy industry in the Shire. The complex is
also historically important in illustrating the development of one of Colac’s major secondary industries.
The Colac Dairying Company complex is historically important for illustrating, through the additions and
alterations to the site, the phases of growth in the dairy manufacturing industry. The complex is also rare
in exhibiting, through the various extant buildings comprising the former factory, the processes involved
in manufacturing dairy products, a practise which has changed radically due to improved technology and
the deregulation of the dairy industry.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Developing Secondary Industries (5.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Colac Dairying Company was formed in 1892 as a co-operative to manufacture butter and cheese, and
was the initiative of local pastoralists and businessmen. The Colac co-operative was one of thirty-two
formed after the first was set up in Cobden in 1888. All were established in response to the bonuses offered
on export butter introduced by the Victorian colonial government in 1888. The co-operative operated out of
a small wooden factory in Wilson Street, and at the same time creameries were opened at Coorooke [site
#153], Corunnan, Warrion and Ondit, and later in 1902 at Swan Marsh [site #214] and in 1915 at Beeac
[site #38]. The business soon expanded, and the factory premises themselves underwent constant expansion
and improvements in an effort to keep pace with the growing business. Major works were undertaken in
1906, 1920 and 1921.
In 1926 a modern brick factory complex was constructed on the site. The new factory had provision for the
reception of milk, the manufacture and packaging of butter and cheese, as well as office accommodation.
The main complex was added to from time to time including a new boiler room and chimney in 1951 and
butter churn room in 1955. A number of out-buildings, such as trades huts, garages, produce store, office
and other store areas, were also built at various times. A new laboratory and office block was built in 1979
when manufacturing operations were relocated to the company’s Cororooke factory. The Colac site then
became the regional headquarters for Bonlac and retained the supply store as well. Company rationalisation
led to the closure of the factory site in December 1989 and the transfer of staff to Melbourne, Cororooke
and Cobden.
Dairying continues to be one of Colac Otway Shire’s major industries. The Colac Dairying Company
played a major role in the development of the industry in the shire, and the growth of the industry is
documented in the Wilson Street site.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The former Colac Dairying Company is an early twentieth century, multi-gabled brick rural industrial
building, set back off the main road. The building is typical of early industrial dairy buildings in the area,
identified by their sturdy load bearing construction, high red brick walls usually of about five to six metres
in height, reinforced by brick piers along the gable end, a series of corrugated iron clad coupled gable roofs,
with tall brick chimney, regular, almost symmetrical, placement of timber doors and casements windows
around the building in a domestic style, rendered strip lintels painted white, with deep eaves. The seccond
section at right angles to the main structure is well ventilated and top lit by a central ridge ventilator. The
design includes a raised long recessed verandah with skillion styled cantilevered roof at the front used as a
delivery and collection point.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

ONION DEHYDRATION FACTORY
Ref. No. : 163

Location :

20 Rossmoyne Road
Colac West

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The former Onion Dehydration Factory in Rossmoyne Road, Colac West was built in 1942 for the
Commonwealth Government. The building was later used by the Colac Dairying Company for the
manufacturing of rennet casein, and is now occupied by sawmillers. The Onion Dehydration Factory
building is of historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Onion Dehydration Factory building
is of historic importance for its association with one of the Shire’s notable primary industries, onion
growing and onion dehydration, the secondary industry associated with the production of the crop. The
Onion Dehydration Factory building is historically important for its association with the Commonwealth
government’s efforts to supply foodstuff to the armed forces. The Onion Dehydration Factory building is
historically important in demonstrating, through the high circular brick kiln-like chimney, and the large
single-storey eleven-bay saw toothed roof, the various industrial usages of the complex since the 1940s.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Farming (3.6); Developing Secondary Industries (5.3)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Onion growing was commenced in earnest in the Shire in the 1880s after the subdivision of the Robertson
Estate. The district became one of the main onion producers in Victoria and, it was claimed, more onions
were grown in the Colac region than in any other part of the Commonwealth. By the mid-twentieth
century nearly 65 percent of the total production of onions in the State came from the district between
Lake Corangamite and Lake Colac. Onion production was assisted by the construction of a spur line to
Alvie in 1922 that helped in the development and distribution of onions on a large scale in the CororookeAlvie-Warrion area.
The Commonwealth Government erected the onion dehydration factory at Rossmoyne in 1942 as part of
the war effort to supply foodstuffs to the armed forces. The site was in the middle of an extensive area of
onion growing that produced 40,000 tonnes each year between 1940 and 1948.
At the conclusion of the Second World War the Commonwealth Government closed the factory in 1949.
The Colac Dairying Company brought the building in 1950 and installed equipment for the manufacture
of rennet casein. Rennet casein, made from skim milk after the cream has been extracted, was used for
plastics such as buttons, imitation ivory, knife handles and penholders. The factory served in this capacity
until 1975.
The building then became the Rossmoyne Arts and Crafts Centre, opened on 21 March 1979, but the
centre was not a long-term success and it closed within three years.
In 1985 Eric Murnane relocated his sawmilling business to the old factory. A sawmilling business continues
to occupy the site.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A very large single storey industrial complex, consisting of a series of eleven parallel bay saw toothed roof
structures, with similar base units added to the end gable of the front section, terminating in a high circular
brick kiln-like chimney. There are various corrugated shed outbuildings and sealed car parking area to the
front. The building was erected in 1942 with asbestos cement corrugated roof sheeting built under war
conditions.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

GOOD SAMARITAN CONVENT
Ref. No. : 164

Location :

725 Corangamite Lake Road
Coragulac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The red brick Good Samaritan Convent, located at 725 Corangamite Lake Road, Coragulac, was
completed in 1924 to a design of the prominent ecclesiastical architect A A Fritsche. A science wing was
added in 1967. The building was used as a secondary college and boarding school, and is currently used
as a kindergarten and convention centre. The Good Samaritan Convent is of historic, social and aesthetic
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Good Samaritan Convent is historically important through
its relationship to the Irish Catholic settlement of the area. This denominational settlement pattern
contrasts with the Scottish Presbyterian establishment to the north east, and illustrates the Shire’s
ethnographic and cultural origins. The Good Samaritan Convent is aesthetically important as a good
example of an Inter-War mixed Gothic red brick Roman Catholic building designed by the architect A,.
A,. Fritsche, a leading ecclesiastical designer of the early twentieth century, who is known for the
dramatic three dimensional modelling of his designs. The Good Samaritan Convent is aesthetically
important as a good representative example of an ecclesiastical educational building, typical of large
residential institutions built in the 1920s.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Schools (8.2.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In 1887 Irish immigrant Thomas Baker purchased the Corunnun Estate with a syndicate. (Baker was a
Colac Shire councillor and a Member of the Legislative Assembly for Polwarth.) He subdivided the estate
and, through advertising, attracted Irish Catholic potato farmers from the Warrnambool and Koroit
district. In a relatively short time the population of the estate area increased from four to 400. After the
First World War the last remaining pastoral runs in the district were broken up for closer and soldier
settlement, including at Cororooke, Alvie and Warrion, further increasing the population of the area.
The Mercy Sisters had been teaching the children of the Cororooke district since the turn of the century,
travelling daily from their convent at Colac. But when the Parish of St Brendan’s Cororooke was formed
in 1918, in response to the district’s increased Catholic population, the Mercy Sisters withdrew their
services to concentrate on their Colac school.
In 1919 the Good Samaritan Sisters accepted an invitation to run the Cororooke school. They took up
residence in the newly completed presbytery, conducting lessons in the church (destroyed by fire in
1938), until the Good Samaritan Convent was completed in 1924.
Primary classes were conducted in a purpose-built school (now demolished) and a secondary college and
boarding school operated from the convent. In 1967 a science block was added to the convent, partfunded by the Commonwealth government in its post Second World War program to increase science
eduction in secondary schools.
The secondary college closed in 1970. In 1983 the Alvie and District Kindergarten relocated to the convent
and utilised the former science block. It is still used by the kindergarten. The convent is now also used as a
convention centre.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An imposing two-storey ecclesiastic red brick building, built by Searle and Wallace for the Roman Catholic
Ballarat diocese in 1924, to the design of A A Fritsche, who specialised in ecclesiastical architecture. The
convent layout is an archetypal example of a 1920s educational accommodation building, represented by an
‘H’ form design, with the front two storey balconies set between two end gable wings. The building is
influenced by the Inter-War Gothic architectural style, as evidenced by decorative cement dressings to the
windows, doors and parapet gable walls, and Gothic styled lancet windows. But it also retains strong
Federation bungalow features, referenced by the open eaves, exposed rafters, terracotta tiled roof, tall brick
chimneys, double hung timber windows and verandah posts and solid curved timber valance. The strong
modelling and massing of the building is achieved by a series of single and two-storey gable wings set at
right angles to the main façade, with tall concrete crosses fixed to the apex of the gables. The convent,
which is located in a landscaped garden of mature specimen trees and outstanding hedgerow, all form part
of an important historic precinct. The individual components of which consist of the adjacent red brick
presbytery, the 1958 red brick St Brendan’s Primary School (designed by P J O’Connor and Brophy and
constructed by M J McMahon) and the landmark St Brendan’s Church [site #165].
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

ST BRENDAN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH & BELL TOWER
Ref. No. : 165

Location :

725 Corangamite Lake Road
Coragulac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The red brick St Brendan’s Catholic Church and Bell Tower, located on Corangamite Lake Road,
Coragulac, was designed by Fritsche & Fritsche in 1939. The church replaced an earlier 1899 building
destroyed by fire. St Brendan’s Catholic Church is of historic, social and aesthetic importance to the Shire
of Colac Otway. St Brendan’s Catholic Church is historically important through association with Irish
Catholic and Italian settlement of the area. This ethnic settlement contrasts with the Scottish Presbyterian
establishment to the north east, and assists in illustrating the Shire’s ethnographic foundations. St
Brendan’s Catholic Church is socially important for the role it played in assisting Irish and Italian
migrants to settle in the district. The Bell Tower is important as a memorial to the first parish priest, and
for its association with earlier methods of communication in the district. St Brendan’s Catholic Church is
aesthetically importance as a good example of an Inter-War Romanesque mixed Gothic red brick Roman
Catholic building. St Brendan’s Catholic Church is aesthetically important in demonstrating the principal
design characteristics of the Fritsche & Fritsche style. St Brendan’s Catholic Church is aesthetically
important in illustrating the continuum of the A A Fritsche tradition, Fritsche having been responsible for
introducing stark Romanesque designs into the Catholic twentieth century ecclesiastical architecture as a
break from their high Gothic building tradition in Australia.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In 1887 Irish immigrant Thomas Baker, along with a syndicate, purchased the Corunnun Estate. He
subdivided the land and, through advertising, attracted Irish Catholic potato farmers from the
Warrnambool and Koroit district. (Baker subsequently became a Colac Shire councillor and a Member of
the Legislative Assembly for Polwarth.) In a relatively short time the population of the estate area
increased from four to 400. After the First World War the last remaining pastoral runs in the district were
broken up for closer and soldier settlement, including at Cororooke, Alvie, Warrion and Dreeite, further
increasing the population of the area.
The first Catholic church was completed in 1899 when St Brendan’s was still included in the Colac
Parish. In 1918, in response to the increased numbers of Catholic parishioners in the area, St Brendan’s
was declared a separate Parish. By 1924 a presbytery, primary school and convent had been built.
A fire destroyed the original St Brendan’s church in 1938.
The present St Brendan’s church was completed in 1939. The new church was designed in the Interwar
Romanesque mixed Gothic by the prominent Melbourne firm of ecclesiastic architects Fritsche &
Fritsche, and was built on the foundations of the old church.
In 1937 the bronze bell, mounted on a steel tower, was erected and dedicated to the memory of Father
McCarthy, parish priest from 1918 to 1935. The bell and tower were relocated to its present site to the
south of the church in the mid-fifties, to make way for the construction of the school. The bell was rung
three times a day for the Angelus, as well as to mark the commencement of Sunday mass.
Whilst the church originally served the predominantly Irish settlement in the surrounding communities of
Coragulac, Cororooke, Pirron Yallock and others, in the 1930s Italian migrants also settled in the area.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A landmark red brick Interwar Romanesque mixed Gothic church designed in 1939 by Fritsche & Fritsche,
a leading Melbourne firm of architects, who specialised in ecclesiastic designs. The church is located on the
knoll of a hill, overlooking the countryside on the site of the former 1899 Roman Catholic church, within a
large Roman Catholic convent complex. The design is vigorously modelled in three dimensional form with
massive load bearing walls, extensive areas of stretcher bond brick patterning, steeply pitched terracotta
tiled roof, small stylised brick buttresses capped with terracotta tiles, projecting squared/octagonal porch
beneath the large stained glass east circular rose window. The polygonal porch is repeated again at the ends
of each crossing and by the apsidal west end of the church. There are a number of detailed Inter-War
Norman or Romanesque features to the building including decorative tapestry brick medieval motifs, heavy
ledged and boarded doors, and ornamental wrought ironwork. A metal open lattice bell tower stands to the
south of the church. A concrete ramp for the disabled has been built at the east end of the church; however,
the design is low keyed and integrates well with the sloping site.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

ST DAVID’S CHURCH & HALL
Ref. No. : 166

Location :

520 Corangamite Lake Road
Cororooke

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The small local red brick St David’s Church, located on Corangamite Lake Road, Cororooke, was
dedicated in 1903. St David’s flat roof cream brick Hall was built in the decades following the Second
World War. St David’s Church and Hall are historically, aesthetically and socially important to the Shire
of Colac Otway. St. David’s Church is of historic importance through association with the Presbyterian
Scots who predominated as a denominational and national group. St David’s Church and Hall are
historically important in demonstrating ethnographic settlement and distribution in the district. St David’s
Church is aesthetically important as a good representative example of a typical early Gothic Revival
church built at the beginning of the twentieth century in a remote rural area of Victoria. St David’s Hall is
historically and socially important in demonstrating the continued social and cultural associations of the
district’s parishioners in the second half of the twentieth century.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Because the Colac area was initially settled predominantly by Scottish immigrants, the first churches in
the Shire were Presbyterian.
In 1877 the foundation stone was laid for St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church at Colac. Presbyterian
congregations had been established at Alvie, Ondit (Beeac) and Cororooke by 1898. These parishes
developed in response to the districts increased numbers, brought about by the division of the large
pastoral estates in the area and the closer settlement policies enacted by colonial and State governments.
The district also received a fillip when the railway was put through to Beeac in 1889. This railway was
later extended to Ballarat via Cressy in 1912.
The foundation stone of St David’s Presbyterian Church at Cororooke was laid in 1903. The church was
built of local red brick in a simple Gothic Revival style for a small, predominantly rural, community.
The church provides information about the importance of religion in rural communities, as well as the
settlement patterns of the colony’s migrants, a significant portion of whom, in this district, were Scots.
Churches like St David’s helped new settlers to feel at home and played an important role in serving as
settler societies.
An attached cream brick hall was built at the rear of the church in about the 1970s.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An attractive, typical Presbyterian, small local red brick early Gothic Revival church with contrasting
cement window, door and gable dressing. The building comprises an enclosed brick porch to the west, a
two bay nave and small chancel in the liturgical east. It was built in 1903, with a circa 1970s attached cream
brick hall at the rear. The church is built on blue stone foundations and stout wall buttresses mark the
structural bays. A large trefoil lancet window with hood mould is set above the base course on the west
white washed wall, which seems to have been painted in order to reflect the intense heat of the west
afternoon sun. The corrugated metal sheeting to the roof has been replaced in the recent past. The attached
flat roof cream brick hall to the rear is unsympathetic to the original design of the church, although it
reflects design concepts of the time and is similar in style to the adjacent rectory and front brick fence. The
modern utilitarian design of the hall is typical of its type with decorative concrete block breezeway
entrance, high clerestory windows and patterned brick end wall.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

SHOP
Ref. No. : 167

Location :

546 Cororooke Road
Cororooke

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The weatherboard Shop, located at 546 Cororooke Road, Cororooke, was built for Mary Mahoney in
1901 to service the small community that had sprung up around the Colac Dairying Company's butter
factory established nearby in 1893. A bakery and general business was operated from the premises by the
Boylan brothers from about 1901, until the last decades of the twentieth century. Various dwellings were
built in timber on the property a section of which, in the 1930s, was used as a baby health centre. The
Shop is of historic and architectural importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Shop is of historic
importance through association with the dairy industry and the impact it had on settlement patterns in the
Shire, especially the growth of communities and building of towns. The Shop is of historic importance
through association with small trades like bakers, vital for the role they played in the provisioning of
communities before transport was improved by the motor car in the second half of the twentieth century.
The shop is of architectural importance as a rural country general store, which is substantially intact.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Building Towns (5.2)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The growth of the dairying industry resulted in the formation of small settlements dotted throughout the
Shire. The Cororooke community is an example of such a settlement formed as a consequence of the
development of the dairying industry. The small community at Cororooke sprang up after the
establishment by the Colac Dairying Company (formed as a co-operative in 1892) of a creamery at
Cororooke in 1893. In 1901 a full-size butter factory had replaced the 1893 creamery.
A small community began to gather at Cororooke, first to work at the creamery and butter factory,
followed by shopkeepers and allied trades who provided for the factory and its workers. By 1901
Cororooke had a population of 100 and was described in Victorian Municipal Directories as a 'postal
township with a post office, state school, two churches.' By 1930 the population had crept up to 150. The
small township boasted two blacksmiths, a carpenter, teacher, bootmaker, butcher, as well as a
storekeeper and baker.
In 1901 a timber store and boarding house was built at Cororooke for Mary Mahoney (Title Vol. 2899:
Fol. 693). The business was sold to Edward and Felix Boylan in 1914 (Title Vol. 2983: Fol. 500), and run
exclusively by Felix after 1913 as a general store and bakers.
Felix Boylan had arrived from Scarsdale with his wife Elizabeth and settled in Cororooke by 1900, when
their first child, Felix, was born. After another three sons were born, and all had grown sufficiently to join
the business, it became known as Boylan and Sons.
Felix Boylan Snr ? died in 1938 at 71 years of age. His probate papers described the complex, which by
then had expanded, as a weatherboard general store; a brick bakery and oven; a weatherboard flour room
and two old wooden sheds. A five-roomed, iron roofed weatherboard dwelling was located on the title,
which was occupied by Mrs Felix Boylan jnr, whose husband had died tragically the year before, in 1937,
at the age of 37 years. Two 'old' four-roomed weatherboard cottages were also on the title.
Felix Boylan's son, Edward Vincent, took over ownership and continued to operate the bakery business
from the site. He died in 1975, after the business had ceased operating.
The shop at Cororooke survives today to provide valuable information about the settlement of the Shire, and
the dependency of small communities on shopkeepers for the supply of their goods, before transport was
improved by the motor car. The shop was also a community focus that extended beyond the provision of
daily needs. In the 1930s a weatherboard office on the Boylan property was also used, 'rent free' as a Baby
Health Centre. Hence the building is able to also provide information regarding the multiple use of
buildings, especially in isolated areas of the Shire.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The single storey timber weatherboard shop is located prominently at the junction of the main road through
Cororooke and Factory Road, the access road to the former Colac Dairy Co. factory. Built with a splayed
front entrance and a deep timber return verandah, which extends across the pavement on both sides, the
building is a fine example of a country general store. There is a high timber parapet which extends above
the shop front decorated with a timber cornice and deep parapet board above. The large shop front windows
are intact, sited on either side of the central front door which is located on the splayed angle. The front wall
of the shop is lined with deep beaded lining boards which contrast with the shiplap design of the parapet
and the attached adjoining residence. The shop has been carefully designed with sturdy coupled squared
chamfered verandah posts as a safety precaution, reflecting its prominent position on the corner. The design
of the shop has sufficient variety of detailing, as seen in the combination of solid scalloped boards and slats
to the valance etc, to be regarded as a very good representative example of its type. The building is
significant as a rural country general store which is substantially intact.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

DAIRY FACTORY
Ref. No. : 168

Location :

15 Factory Road

Cororooke

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Cororooke Dairy Factory complex is a large conglomeration of steel-framed buildings set in an
extensive industrial site. The factory was established on the site in 1893, and has been progressively
expanded over a 100 year period. The Cororooke Dairy Factory complex is of historic and social
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Cororooke Dairy Factory complex is historically important
through association with the development of dairy industry in the region. The Cororooke Dairy Factory
complex is socially important for association with the local community, many of whom gained their
livelihood directly or indirectly from the industry. The Cororooke Dairy Factory complex demonstrates a
particular way of life connected with the expansion of the Victorian dairy industry during the twentieth
century. This expansion is also reflected in the context of the site by the survival of many associated
factory workers houses that variously date from the early 1900s and 1920s, and the post Second World
War period, along with the series of corner milk bars and shops and the close proximity to the bulk grain
handling feed depot.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Developing Secondary Industries (5.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Colac Dairying Company was formed in 1892 as a co-operative venture, the initiative of local
pastoralists and businessmen, and was formed to manufacture butter and cheese. A year after the
Company was set up it established a creamery on the Cororooke site, in 1893.
Such was the expansion in the dairy industry, in part as a result of dividing the district’s pastoral land into
smaller holdings that, by 1901, a full-size butter factory had replaced the 1893 creamery. The factory was
later extended to meet market demand, with these expansions and rebuildings occurring in 1921, 1946,
1962, 1968, 1979 and 1983. In 1972 Victoria’s first plant for the drying of whey was installed as a pilot
venture.
The 1979 expansion was a one million dollar project providing for 1,200 square metres to house a new
milk storage and pasteurisation section, cheese making and maturing rooms. This steel framed brick
building was constructed by J C Taylor & Sons.
The 1983 development involved a four and a half million dollar expenditure on a spray drier production
line.
The Cororooke Dairy Factory today is a remarkable testament to sound business management that the
company has operated on this site for over 100 years. The factory now illustrates the history of the dairying
industry in the shire for more than a century, an industry with about 1,500 local farmers who were directly
involved at the end of the twentieth century.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Cororooke Dairy Factory site is a large conglomeration of steel-framed buildings set in an extensive
industrial site, accessed both from Factory and Cororooke Roads. The main section of the complex,
covering the 1983 $4.5 million spray drier production line, is made up of a series of imposing flat-roofed
rectilinear structures, clad externally with beige and light grey corrugated metal sheeting which dominates
the skyline of Cororooke. The attached single-storey steel-framed red brick building, sited on Factory Road,
softens the impact of the stark utilitarian industrial buildings behind. The whole complex is made up of
various structures of different ages, heights, sizes, bulk and usages. The unifying factors are the simple
utilitarian forms, exterior corrugated clip metal sheeting and neutral light colours, reflecting a typical 1970s
to early 1980s architectural industrial style. The section constructed by J C Taylor & Sons in 1983 clearly
dominates the site. To the east of the production plant is a large car park which has been recently
landscaped. The Dairy Factory is tucked behind the buildings on the main road through Cororooke and does
not adversely intrude upon the visual character of the area, despite its location in a small rural hamlet set in
an open landscape. There are several rows of associated workers houses adjacent to the complex, which
date to each period of the dairy factory’s growth, such as the early 1900s, 1920s and the post Second World
War period. This provides an interesting context to the place. The Dairy Factory has expanded
incrementally over the twentieth century, resulting in a series of different structures relating to each period
of its expansion; however, buildings from the period 1970-early 1980s dominate the site and there appears
to be no structures visible that date to 1890s.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

FRENCHMAN’S INN
Ref. No. : 169

Location :

5 Hall Street

Cressy

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The timber Frenchman’s Inn, in Hall Street, Cressy, was established in 1841. The current building was
constructed in 1875 with additions occurring in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. The
Frenchman’s Inn is of aesthetic, historic and social importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
Frenchman’s Inn is aesthetically important as a substantially intact, early surviving wayside timber
framed colonial inn, sited on the banks of the Woady Yallock Creek, in a setting which has changed little
since the late Victorian era. The Frenchman’s Inn is historically important in demonstrating early road
routes to the Western District and the important role of publicans in providing lodging for long-distance
travellers in the nineteenth century. The subsequent additions to the Frenchman’s Inn are historically
important in illustrating the greater population of the district, and the changes required in licensed
establishments. The Frenchman’s Inn is socially important in demonstrating the role played by inns and
hotels in providing a social centre for the district.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Roads & Routes (4.4)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The first road routes into and through the Shire after the 1830s were nothing more than ribbons of dirt
across the plains, winding from one creek crossing to the next, with punts located at river crossings
operated under license. Inns sprang up at river crossings, or were sited on main roads to provide
accommodation for travellers.
The Frenchman’s Inn survives as a remnant of this phase of the Shire’s development.
The Frenchman, Jean Duverney, who erected a hotel on the banks of the Woady Yallock creek in 1841,
founded the township of Cressy. The hotel was called ‘Frenchman’s Inn’ and was strategically sited near
the ford over Woady Yallock Creek, and thus able to capture passing traffic between Melbourne-Geelong
and Port Fairy and Portland. Originally the hotel had no bar, and refreshments were handed through a
sliding window.
The entire building was destroyed by fire in 1875. It was replaced on the same site with a larger,
rectangular wooden building facing Duverney Street, rather than the creek as did the earlier hotel.
In later years, the addition of wings on both sides and a long verandah along the street frontage extended
the original core.
By 1910, when the inn was licensed to Mrs Brown, it comprised 20 bedrooms, three parlours, dining
room, bar, storeroom etc. Even then, with that number of rooms, it was said to be taxed in providing
sufficient private sleeping areas, so people had to be lodged in tents.
Frenchman’s Inn is not only able to provide information about the early road routes to the Western District,
its size is also an indication of the stresses placed on accommodation in Cressy, a busy rail junction for the
Geelong-Mt Gambier and Colac-Ballarat lines.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Frenchman’s Inn is made up of two distinct sections. To the south is the early 1870s colonial single storey
weatherboard building with corrugated iron hip roof, separate front verandah and two rear additions built at
right angles to the main building. The whole complex is vernacular in design, typical of early rural
structures made up of connecting pavilions, with roofs of similar height. To the north and front a larger
gable ended weatherboard wing was added in the late nineteenth century with a subsequent additional
smaller wing built in the 1920s or later. The original verandah extends around the later additions and half
way across the front of the newest section. The earlier group of buildings is set back and partially hidden by
the later development. Two mature Cyprus trees rise above the complex to the rear and may be associated
with the earlier 1840s structure that faced the creek to the rear. The isolated setting of the place, perched on
the edge of the wide Woady Yallock Creek , adjacent the Dalgety cattle yards and early Duverney Street
commercial development, is atmospheric and forms a distinct cultural landscape. The earlier 1870s section
of the building appears substantially intact with little disturbed, and it is probable that many original
features may still exist including potential archaeological relics from the 1840s site. The newer wing
appears to have been updated to accommodate changing business demands.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH & HALL
Ref. No. : 170

Location :

1 Lyons Street
Cressy

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The red brick St Andrew’s Church, located at 1 Lyons Street, Cressy, was dedicated in 1913. The
adjacent bluestone church Hall was built as the original church in 1862. The St. Andrew’s Church and
Hall are of historic, social and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. St Andrew’s Church and
Hall are of historic importance for their ability to demonstrate Presbyterian worship in the locality since
the mid-nineteenth century. The Church and Hall are historically important for illustrating the
predominantly Scottish origins of the early settlers. The Church and Hall are important for demonstrating
social associations with Scottish immigrants and the role played by churches in assimilating settlers. The
Hall is aesthetically important as a good representative example of an unusual, rudimentary, early Gothic
church. It has quite distinctive stone masonry work, and is located in an area well known for characteristic
bluestone buildings, often associated with different styles of vernacular traditions from the British Isles.
St Andrew’s Church is aesthetically important as a good representative example of an early twentieth
century Gothic Revival church.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
As early as 1859 the Presbyterian Church appointed a visiting minister to serve the area, and in 1860 a
decision was made to erect a church at Cressy. Sufficient funds were collected from parishioners for a
substantial stone building, which was opened on 16 March 1862. Later additions comprised a wooden
porch at the front and wooden vestry to the rear.
Cressy’s population doubled in the decade after 1910, following the opening of the railway from Beeac in
1911 and from Geelong in 1913. This meant the church constructed in 1862 was too small to
accommodate the congregation.
The new church was a brick structure on simple lines, and was opened in March 1913. Embellishments
added since include the installation of a stained glass window in 1964 and a pipe organ, which was
installed in 1974. An Airforce hut was also added to the site in 1974 to provide extra accommodation.
The manse was destroyed in the 1977 bushfire and was not rebuilt. A minister is no longer attached to the
parish.
St Andrew’s Church and Hall are able to provide information about the migrant composition of the
surrounding area, as well as the rises and falls in population levels.

1862 Bluestone Church

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The site contains three buildings, the early 1862 Presbyterian bluestone rudimentary Gothic church (now
the hall), which is a charming naive structure, constructed out of coursed square patterned locally quarried
bluestone. The stone masonry work is of an unusual patterned style with rough cut quoining and window
label moulds, but smooth faced sills. The Gothic style is only expressed in the form of tracery in the
window openings. There is a later small timber porch and wooden vestry. The second building on the site is
the blue painted Royal Airforce hut of timber and asbestos corrugated roof, which has been added to the
rear of the church but reads as a separate building. The third major structure is the 1913, typical
Presbyterian small red brick early Gothic Revival church with contrasting cement window, door and gable
dressing, with an enclosed brick porch to the north. The building is simple, almost minimal in decorative
detail with a small trefoil lancet stained glass window to the east.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

POLICE LOCK-UP
Ref. No. : 171

Location :

7 Lyon Street
Cressy

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The timber Cressy Police Lock-up is located at 7 Lyon Street, Cressy. A Lock-up has been included on
the site since 1910. The timber Cressy Police Lock-up was built to the standard government design, and
prefabricated in Melbourne. The Cressy Police Lock-up is of historic importance to the Shire of Colac
Otway. The Cressy Police Lock-up is historically important through association with the Victorian Police
Force, and in demonstrating the development of codes regulating law and order in the shire. The Cressy
Police Lock-up is also historically important for its capacity to demonstrate the growth of Cressy from an
outlying rural district to a thriving community, brought about by the economic advantages associated with
the extension of the railway in 1911. The Cressy Police Lock-up is important as a good example of a
substantially intact early twentieth century weatherboard Police Lock-Up.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Law & Order (8.2.5)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
When the Port Philip District was settled (renamed the Colony of Victoria, 1851-1901) the district was
policed by an assortment of autonomous police forces including the Native, Border, Mounted, and the
Melbourne and County of Bourke Police.
By 1837 the Colac area was policed from a station at Pirron Yallock, under the control of the police
magistrate Captain Foster Fyans.
The Police Regulation Act, modelled on the London Metropolitan Police Act, was assented in 1853. The act
provided for a Chief Commissioner of Police who took charge of all police in the colony and combined
them into one force
In 1837 a police presence at Cressy was initiated, with accommodation provided in rented premises until
1880. A police presence at Cressy was withdrawn in 1880, and did not return until 1910 when the town
experienced a population growth with the arrival of the railway and closer settlement. It was at this time that
a dedicated police station and lock-up was provided to replace that operated from a private dwelling.
According to the Police Gazette, by 1930 the one constable stationed at Cressy covered an area that
comprised population of 1,800. He was accommodated in a six-roomed weatherboard dwelling. The lockup was described at the same time by the gazette as being in ‘good repair’, and was also located on the
police station site.
The original combined police residence and station was replaced in 1982 but a lock-up continued to be
included at the police station. It is now a reminder of early policing in the shire.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A purpose built, standard timber framed, single cell Police Lock-Up, the last surviving structure of the 1910
development on the site. Now surrounded by 1982 timber framed weatherboard police station and
accommodation.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

WATER TOWER
Ref. No. : 172

Location :

19 New Station Street
Cressy

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The reinforced concrete Water Tower, at 19 New Station Street at Cressy, was erected in 1962. The Water
Tower is of historic, social and technological importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Water Tower
is of historic importance for its association with the development of shire’s service authorities and the
provision of both energy and water supplies to the shire’s residents. The Water Tower is historically
important for associations with the earlier hardships involved in gaining supplies, which continued until
the mid-twentieth century. The Water Tower is socially important as an illustration of the dependence of
remote areas on water, particularly in seasons of drought. The Water Tower is technologically important
as a demonstration of the achievements of the Shire’s service authorities in extending supplies to rural
towns.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Supplying Services (5.2)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The provision of a water supply to the more remote areas of the shire was slow in developing. Many
householders in these remote areas relied on tanks, wells and bores. Some were dependent on this source
until the mid-twentieth century, in spite of the Colac District Water Board commencing a service to Colac
in 1911.
The Colac Waterworks Trust (formerly the Colac District Water Board) began looking at providing a
reticulated supply to Cressy as early as 1944, but various political and funding obstacles intervened to
delay the project. Finally, in 1957, the water supply was extended to Cressy and Beeac. At the same time
Cororooke, Coragulac, Alvie and Warrion also gained a reticulated water supply.
The water was conveyed by pipeline from Colac to supply Beeac and Cressy to a service basin in the
Racecourse Reserve, and then by reticulation to the townships. Because of the flat terrain surrounding
Cressy, the link provided for a 60 foot high water tower in reinforced concrete, with a capacity of 60,000
gallons. The tower was completed in 1962.
The tower now provides a beacon in the area, and is a reminder of the difficulties of providing services to
the shire’s inhabitants.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The concrete reinforced cast-insitu water tower was built by slip formwork in 1962 to the standard design of
the Water Board. It is an attractive simple circular landmark structure rising 60 feet high above the locality,
with a series of four window openings along the southern face beneath the circular 60,000 gallon storage
tank. A small lookout hut surmounts the structure.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

DALGETY SALEYARD
Ref. No. : 173

Location :

5 Tennant Street
Cressy

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Dalgety Saleyard is located in Tennant Street, Cressy. The Dalgety Company established a presence
at Cressy in 1906. The Dalgety Saleyard is of aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire of Colac
Otway. The Dalgety Saleyard is aesthetically important for its setting, enclosed by a variety of different
mature trees, and the maze like pattern of white timber fence holding pens, walkways and small white
timber framed hut, which creates an evocative cultural landscape on the banks of the Woady Yallock
Creek. The Dalgety Saleyard is an excellent example of a substantially intact early surviving sheep and
cattle saleyard, now considered rare in the shire. The Dalgety Saleyard is important for its potential to
demonstrate a traditional rural way of life and custom, which has now been changed by the use of modern
technology and hygiene requirements. The Dalgety Saleyard is historically important for its ability to
illustrate the size of livestock sales regularly conducted throughout the shire. The Dalgety Saleyard is
important through association with the Dalgety Company, which contributed significantly to the growth
of the shire’s primary industry.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Developing Secondary Industries (5.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Dalgety Company was established in 1863 and is one of Victoria’s oldest stock and station agents.
Soon after its establishment the company adopted the policy of setting up branches in rural areas,
proclaiming that ‘if farmers could not come to Dalgety’s, Dalgety’s would come to them.’
The Dalgety Saleyards at Cressy date from 1906 when the firm opened a sub-branch in the DuverneyCressy area. The firm established a presence in the area after subdivision of pastoral holdings had
increased the number of small farmers. After the rail line had been extended from Beeac to Cressy in
1911 the business expanded to the extent that fortnightly sales were conducted for fat and store sheep and
cattle. The saleyards were well sited close to rail routes, and even greater access was provided in 1913
after the opening of the line from Geelong.
By 1935 weekly sales were taking place in Colac, although periodic sales continued to be conducted at
Cressy. The yards saw the largest sale of sheep ever in Cressy in 1957 when 30,000 sheep passed through.
Modern construction materials have replaced the original yards.
The saleyards are now one of the oldest surviving in the Shire. They provide information about an aspect of
an industry that played an important role in the shire’s historical growth.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Dalgety Saleyard at Cressy is comprised of a large number of small timber fenced holding lots with a
series of open dirt walkways in between, interwoven throughout the complex, allowing buyers to move
around the pens, whilst also allowing sheep to be herded through the pens. The traditional style fencing is
made up of three broad planks supported by regularly spaced timber squared posts, cross braced timber
gates, all built to the same height of about 1.2 metres and lime washed white. The saleyards are situated on
the banks of the Woady Yallock Creek, protected by Cypress trees to the west and a number of planted
native and deciduous trees scattered through the complex. There is a small timber weatherboard hut
adjacent to the road, which possibly accommodates toilets and wash rooms.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

AVENUE OF HONOUR
Ref. No. : 174

Location :

Yarima Road, New Station & Lyons Streets
Cressy

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Cressy Avenue of Honour is a World War I memorial, planted on the road verges of Yarima Road,
New Station and Lyons Streets, Cressy, as a major community endeavour to honour the district’s
volunteer servicemen. The Avenue of Honour consists of three convergent plantings (c1917) of
approximately 130 trees of mixed species (predominantly Eucalyptus spp.), generally in poor or very poor
condition and lacking visual unity or amenity typically associated with avenue plantings. The Cressy
Avenue of Honour is of historic and social importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Cressy Avenue
of Honour is historically important through association with the commemoration of the service and
sacrifice of the Cressy district’s volunteers, and illustrates the scale of impact the war had on local
communities. The Cressy Avenue of Honour is socially important through association with the local
district and its commitment to preserve and maintain the commemoration of the district’s volunteers.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Memorials & Monuments (9.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
World War One affected Australia more than any other event since British settlement, if only by killing or
injuring over 200,000 Australians in just four years. The war’s impact was so tragic and pervasive that it
demanded commemoration. Planting trees was seen as a symbol of hope for the future, as well as adding
beauty to towns and the countryside. It also provided a tangible way for the ordinary person to become
personally involved in commemorating those who volunteered to fight in the war.
Victoria became the avenues’ heartland, perhaps because they had been promoted earliest and hardest.
The Victorian State Recruiting Committee wrote to all municipalities and shires in 1917 recommending
that an assurance be given to every intending recruit that his name would be ‘memorialised in an avenue
of honour’.
Cressy was one of the first towns in the Shire to respond to the Victorian State Recruiting Committee. An
Avenue of Honour of 137 indigenous trees was planted there in September 1918. The names of the
volunteers from Cressy, Weering and the surrounding district who had enlisted were recorded on
enamelled plaques nailed to guards surrounding the trees similar, according to a 1917 photograph, to the
guards erected at Ballarat. These no longer survive. A tree was also planted on behalf of the King.
The avenue survives as a memorial to the districts volunteer servicemen. It also remains as a symbol of the
dedication of the Cressy and district community who purchased the trees, prepared the ground and nurtured
the avenue as a means of expressing their reaction to local involvement in the war. It remains too as an
illustration of the continuing commitment of the local community who have nurtured and preserved the
trees for more than 80 years.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Est. Age:
Ht:15-20m (some up to 25m)
Circumference:
Distance between Trunks /Spacing:

varying, but some 80+ years (pl. c1917)
Canopy: varying
varying, including some multi-trunked
20m and closer in parts

The Avenue of Honour at Cressy is situated in three converging plantings along Yarima Road, New
Station and Lyons Streets. It consists of a mixed planting of approximately 130 trees on approximately
1.8 km of road, predominantly eucalypts (Eucalyptus cladocalyx, E. botryoides (Southern Mahogany), E.
leucoxylon (Yellow Gum), E. longifolia (Woollybutt)), but also including other Australian trees
(Grevillea robusta (Silky Oak), Casuarina sp. (Sheoke)) and exotics such as Ash (Fraxinus oxycarpa),
Willow (Salix babylonica) and Elm (Ulmus spp.). The Elms form a smaller avenue (8 + 11 trees) within
the larger framework. Up to 20-30 further trees are confirmable as replacement plantings, seedlings or
inter-plantings. It has been suggested that the Elms may be the only remnant of an original planting and
all other trees new, however the sizes of several eucalypts are comparable to other occurrences known to
be of a similar age. Estimates of age are affected by the impact of the relatively harsh environmental
conditions on tree size and vigour.
Of the mature trees, the Elms are the most visually intact, while the majority of trees lack visual unity or
impact due to both the mixture of species and large scale spacings. The very poor condition of many
individual trees also detracts from visual amenity value for the streetscape. The whereabouts of the
commemorative plaques for each tree are not known.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor/Missing Ruins
Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

PRIMARY SCHOOL #731
Ref. No. : 175

Location :

Yarima Road
Cressy

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Cressy Primary School complex, located in Yarima Road, Cressy, was opened in 1912. The timber
school was extended with extra classrooms in 1959, 1967 and 1983. An octagonal weatherboard shelter
was also built in the school grounds, and centennial commemorative gate erected in 1938. The Cressy
Primary School complex is of historic and social importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Cressy
Primary School is historically important for its capacity to demonstrate the growth of Cressy, from an
outlying rural district to a thriving community in the early twentieth century. The Cressy Primary School
timber Shelter is socially important for its ability to demonstrate the commitment of the community in the
construction of the facility. The Cressy Primary School complex is socially important in demonstrating
the high regard and value placed on education by the community and former pupils, illustrated in the
memorial gates erected to commemorate the school’s centenary and Cressy’s 150th anniversary. The
Cressy Primary School is important as a substantial and attractive weatherboard school building designed
by the Education Department.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Schools (8.2.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Cressy Primary School was opened in 1912. It replaced a smaller school constructed in 1866 on what
is now the site of the police station. The new school was built in response to Cressy’s increased
population, the result of subdivision of surrounding pastoral holdings and the extension of the railway
from Beeac in 1911.
A shelter shed was built for the pupils from funds raised by the school committee.
Additional facilities were provided at various times in response to the closure of outlying schools, and
rising educational and community standards. Extra classrooms were added to the building in 1959 and
again in 1967, an Art and Craft room was constructed in 1983, and new toilets were built in 1962.
Numbers at the Cressy Primary School have fluctuated since a school was first established in the town in
1866. The fluctuating numbers reflect the increases in the town’s numbers, which particularly occurred in
response to the railway and subdivision of the surrounding pastoral estates and is evident in the various
additions and extensions that have been undertaken to the school.
Because of the absence of civic buildings in the town, and because of the losses caused by various bush
fires, the school now operates as a valuable, non-sectarian reminder of the town’s earlier heritage. Two
plaques mounted on pillars at the school’s entrance demonstrate the value placed in the school by the
community. In 1938 ‘old scholars of the Cressy State School’ erected commemorative gates and a plaque
at the school’s entrance to commemorate the town’s centenary. It is probable that this site was chosen
because the school was considered to be the most appropriate place to erect the commemorative plaque.
This plaque, mounted on the right pillar, contains the following inscription:
1838-1938. Erected by old scholars of the Cressy State School in commemoration of Cressy’s centenary
In 1988 another plaque was added to the left pillar, which contains the following inscription:
1838-1988. This plaque commemorates Cressy’s 150th anniversary celebrations, November 19-20 1988.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Cressy Primary School is a picturesque timber framed weatherboard building, designed by the
Education Department in the late Federation Bungalow architectural style. The design incorporates a large
simple roof form made up of series of gable roofs, with prominent timber decorative gable ends, stylised
ends to the bargeboards, deep eaves, sometimes projecting over high windows. The windows are double
hung timber sash with upper fanlights, multiple glazing bars. The building also has tall red brick chimneys
and corrugated metal sheeting roof cladding. All the details such as the timber posts, weatherboard
cladding, architraves, bargeboards, corner cover pieces are simple and plain. The school is set in large
grounds with an attractive octagonal weatherboard shelter, with striking arched entry and lattice side panels.
The grounds also include a memorial wrought iron gate hung on solid brick pillars. The school building is
substantially intact. The later weatherboard classroom additions, built in 1959, 1967 and 1983, do not
detract from the unity of the complex.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

WATCH HILL
Ref. No. : 176

Location :

3815 Corangamite Lake Road
Cundare

b3613 Watch Hill Cundare
Image By: Unknown
Image Date: c1905
Image Copyright: National Trust of Australia (Victoria)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Draft):
Access to the Watch Hill site was not gained, consequently it has not been possible to physically assess
the site nor prepare a final Statement of Significance.
The Watch Hill squatting licence was the result of a subdivision of a much larger run, Pollock’s Station.
Scottish Presbyterian, John Calvert and his nephew, John Bell possibly occupied it from the early 1840s.
They applied for the lease in 1847 claiming 12 months occupation. The partnership was dissolved in
1850 and the run was sub-divided into three with the north-east portion becoming Watch Hill which was
held by John Bell. He made a claim for his Pre-emptive Right in 1852 mentioning his house, woolshed,
stables, stores and other permanent improvements all of which were stone. These are confirmed as
existing in an 1856 plan. But the PR went to John Calvert who commissioned a new homestead from the
newly established architectural practice in Geelong, Davidson and Henderson in 1868. This may not have
eventuated but the present homestead dates at least from 1900. The woolshed, stables and stores appear
to survive. The complex is set within a garden and a broader park. The Watch Hill site is of historic

importance to the Shire of Colac Otway for its associations with one of the earliest and most
important pastoral families. It is of architectural significance for its very early outbuildings and
for the later homestead including the garden and park.
RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Improving Homes (3.5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The site of the old Watch Hill homestead with its bluestone woolshed, stables and stores was once part
of a large pastoral run of about 68,367 acres near Colac. This run was held in the late 1830s by Colac
district pioneer, Captain Joseph Stephen Pollock, who arrived in colonial Victoria in 1837. The
property was known originally as ‘Pollock’s Station.’ (Billis & Kenyon, pp. 126, 223). Pollock’s run
was bounded by the Wardy Yalloak River on the north, Lake Colac on the south west and Lake
Corangamite on the north west (Irrawarra, Watch Hill Pastoral Run Papers).
From the early 1840s, however, the former Pollock property was occupied by Scottish Presbyterian
pioneer pastoralist John Calvert (1807-1869) and his nephew, John Bell, who had trained as a surveyor
in Scotland. John Calvert was born in Ecclefechen, Scotland and, in 1831, aged 24, migrated to
Hobart in Tasmania. Later, in the early 1840s, like a number of other Scottish Presbyterian squatters,
who came to colonial Victoria, Calvert took up land in the Western District (Henderson’s Australian
Families, p. 223; Margaret Kiddle, Men of Yesterday, p. 47). Calvert, an Elder of the Presbyterian
Church, became a successful and wealthy sheep farmer and was known as ‘one of the largest squatters
and most influential men in the (Colac) district.’ (Isaac Hebb, The history of Colac and district, p.
104).
In November 1850, Calvert and Bell dissolved their partnership and subdivided the property into
three portions. Watch Hill Station, the north-east portion, which covered 28,965 acres and had a
grazing capacity of 7,000 cattle and 22,000 sheep, was transferred to John Bell. On 29 September
1852, John Bell made a pre-emptive right claim to 320 acres of the Watch Hill run. Under the
1847 Act, settlers could claim up to 640 acres of their run, providing it included a homestead and
other permanent improvements. They were usually charged a pound an acre for their PR land.
Bell said that the 320 acres that he claimed would, ‘include my House, Woolshed, Stables, Stores
and other permanent improvements. All buildings are of stone and have been erected at a cost of
not less than 1500 pounds. This would all be included in the section of 320 acres’ (Watch Hill
Pastoral Run Papers).
However, the PR purchase of 640 acres at Watch Hill was not awarded on 20 February 1856 to John
Bell but to his uncle, John Calvert. Further research is needed to confirm whether there had been a
sale of the property at this time. A Pre-Emptive Right Plan (PR W 11) dated 16 February 1856, drawn
by Edward Bage, Assistant Surveyor, indicated a homestead on the north-west corner of the 640 acres
and six associated buildings. The complex most probably included the woolshed, stables and stores
listed earlier by Bell. A large fenced paddock beside the homestead was described as ‘Stony Rises’
but the rest of the land to the east was shown as ‘Open Plains’ (‘Plan of John Calvert’s Preemptive
Purchase of Watch Hill,’ PR W11).
On 25 February 1868, John Calvert commissioned the Geelong architect Alexander Davidson (later a
partner in the notable firm of Davidson and Henderson) to design a ‘new house’ at Watch Hill
(Geelong Advertiser, 25 February 1868. Information supplied by Allan Willingham). The partnership
went on to design at least eight new homesteads for eminent local Presbyterians (and several
Presbyterian churches) but Watch Hill appears to have been the first homestead and is one of their
earliest works and only two years after Alexander Davidson had designed the Rokewood Presbyterian
Church, his first commission in Australia.
It has been confirmed that a year later John Calvert died in Bayswater, London on 26 February
1869. His death may have complicated the completion of the house and certain stylistic details,
especially the timber verandah, suggest a much later date around the turn of the century. Calvert’s
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Name of Place :

BLUESTONE COTTAGE
Ref. No. : 177

Location :

3840 Corangamite Lake Road

Cundare

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Bluestone Cottage, located on Corangamite Lake Road in the stony rise country, was built in about
the early 1860s for Joseph Connor, on land purchased at the Crown sales in 1861. The Bluestone Cottage
is historically, aesthetically and architecturally important to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Bluestone
Cottage is historically important for association with the second wave of settlement in the Shire. The
cottage is also historically important for association with Joseph Connor, who played a prominent
political role in local government and in representing the local people in the Victorian Colonial
Parliament. The Bluestone Cottage is aesthetically important for its isolated setting in the volcanic stony
rise country near Lake Corangamite. The Bluestone Cottage is architecturally important in demonstrating
mid-Victorian primitive construction methods and for contributing to the distinctive stone masonry
tradition, for which the area is well known.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Closer Settlement (3.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Squatters like John Calvert were part of the first wave of settlement in the Shire. Although they were the
pioneers of the district, the thousands who flocked after them to the newly declared Colony of Victoria in
the 1850s demanded that the land held by squatters be divided up into smaller parcels. Joseph Henry
Connor was part of the second wave of settlement in the Shire.
Joseph Connor arrived in Melbourne in 1852 and, after trying his luck on the goldfields, set up as a
storekeeper in Colac in 1853. In November 1861 he purchased two hundred and sixty acres of what was
originally the Watch Hill run, held previously by John Calvert. Sometime soon after purchasing Connor
built the bluestone cottage that now survives on Lake Corangamite Road and where his wife Jane and he
raised their four sons and one daughter.
In 1861 Connor also purchased another three hundred and fifty-nine acres to the north and later, in January
1862, an additional two hundred and twenty-six acres to the north of the ‘salt lake’. He also leased two
hundred and twenty-six acres. Connor’s land surrounded the Watch Hill pre-emptive right of six hundred
and forty acres purchased by John Calvert sometime before 1862 when the New South Wales’ colonial
government’s 1847 Order-in-Council expired.
As Connor was the fourth son of an Irish Presbyterian farmer, he initially concentrated on farming his land,
but later focused on stockbreeding and became a grazier. He also devoted considerable time to politics and
was an early member of the Colac Road Board and Shire Council; was Member of the Legislative
Assembly at various times between 1864-1886, and a Member of the Legislative Council from 1886-1899.
He was also a Geelong town councillor and Mayor.
As well as demonstrating the land use patterns of the second wave of settlers to the Shire, Connor also
exemplifies the opportunities available to the colony, and the shire’s, migrants in the second half of the
nineteenth century.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An early modest square blue stone vernacular cottage, with simple corrugated iron clad hip roof, closed
eaves, with a tall brick chimney on the west side and the remains of an earlier chimney to the east side of
the house. The cottage was built in the mid Victorian era as evidenced by its cubic form and symmetry of
windows and front door, with the internal rooms laid out along a central hallway. The house faces south
east with no surviving verandah, and is set several hundred metres from the roadside, isolated in a large
open paddock on the crest of a low rise with extensive panoramic views of the Lake Corangamite stony rise
country. The house is substantially intact, but has been vacant for some time. Some evidence of earlier brick
repairs to the chimney is evident.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

TENNIS PAVILION
Ref. No. : 178

Location :

Beeac-Dreeite Road
Dreeite

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The timber framed Tennis Pavilion, built in 1938, is located on Beeac-Dreeite Road at Dreeite. The
Tennis Pavilion is of historic and social importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Tennis Pavilion is
historically important for its association with soldier settlement in the shire. The pavilion is also
historically important for demonstrating, through the simplicity of the materials used, the style adopted
and its late construction, the difficulties experienced by returned serviceman in creating farms in a harsh
environment devoid of social facilities. The Tennis Pavilion is socially important for illustrating the
community’s efforts in establishing social amenities in the shire’s remote farming areas.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Recreation (9.4)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
After the First World War, by 1927, more than 11,000 farms were allocated to returned soldiers in
Victoria under the Commonwealth Government’s Soldier Settler Scheme. Most were settled on repurchased lands, but some were also allocated crown land that had not been previously farmed. The
Closer Settlement Board purchased about 20,000 acres for returned soldiers in the Colac Otway Shire,
providing over 300 farms. The scheme involved the purchase of the two remaining largest estates at
Irrewarra and Dreeite in 1920.
The post World War One soldier settlement district of Dreeite was devoid of amenities after the land was
subdivided and taken up as small farms.
It was noted at the time that the settlers did not join in the established activities in neighbouring areas,
probably because they had enough to contend with in establishing their farms and dealing with post war
trauma.
The Education Department acquired land in 1925, but a school was not built until 1927. It remained the
only social focus for some time. Finally, a branch of the Country Women’s Association was formed in
1935 and a church built in 1938.
In 1938 the Dreeite community also built a tennis court adjacent to the school on the Beeac-Dreeite Road.
The construction of the court at this time probably reflects the beginnings of prosperity for the farming
community that allowed more leisure time to pursue recreational activities. The court was built on land
purchased by the community from local resident Thomas Binns and was constructed as a co-operative
effort by the local community. When the adjacent Dreeite Primary School closed in 1952, following the
creation of the Alvie Consolidated School, the community moved the school’s pavilion to the tennis
courts. A second court was added in the 1960s.
The court provided an important social focus for the community for many years and has only, in the last
few years, fallen into disrepair. The land remains in the ownership of the community.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Purpose built timber framed tennis pavilion, designed as a simple rectangular structure with corrugated iron
clad ridge roof and small central gablet to the front above the double entrance, which overlooks the tennis
court. There is little decorative detailing, wide bargeboards, shiplap weatherboards, square timber post
dividing the opening, all painted pale blue with corrugated water tank to the rear. The timber posts to the
tennis cyclone wire fence remain but the cement courts are overgrown with weeds and grass. At the rear of
the tennis court is a sports oval and 1960s pavilion. The condition of the courts is fair to poor.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

-

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

STOCKYARD & WATER TANK BASE
Ref. No. : 179

Location :

Beeac-Dreeite Road
Dreeite

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Stockyard and Water Tank Base, located on the Beeac-Dreeite Road at Dreeite, were constructed by
selectors in the late nineteenth century or early twentieth century. The stockyard comprises remnants of
drystone walling originally forming part of a roofed stock enclosure, a timber frame shed, and timber
corral fencing and a drystone base for a water tank, all surrounded by high drystone wall fencing. The
Stockyard and Water Tank Base are of aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
Stockyard and Water Tank Base are of aesthetic importance as a representative example of structures
commonly erected in the stony rises district of the Shire in the nineteenth and early twentieth century. The
Stockyard and Water Tank Base are of historic importance through association with the settlement of the
area by selectors, who ingeniously adopted economic means for clearing the land and building structures
for their farms.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Fences & Boundaries (3.5.2)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The land on which the stockyard and bluestone water tank base were constructed was made available as a
result of the land acts enacted by the Victorian colonial government in the 1860s. Under the first of these
acts, the 1860 Land Sale Act, three million acres of country lands in Victoria were surveyed into
allotments of 80 to 640 acres and made available to selectors. Generally, no person could select more than
640 acres annually. The land had to be paid for outright, or half-paid and half-leased. Further areas were
opened up for selection under the Land Act (1862) and the 1865 Amendment Act. Finally, in 1869, another
Land Act opened the whole colony of Victoria for selection, including unsurveyed land.
The 1860s land acts did little at first to ‘unlock the land’ in the Colac Otway Shire, largely because of the
loopholes and methods adopted by the squatters who actually increased their holdings. The fertile
volcanic area around Colac, in the Lake Corangamite region, was practically the only part of the Shire
where any subdivision was made. Many of the Shire’s early settlers failed to make a success of their
selections. Often the land was poor, the allotments were too small to establish a viable farm, and
frequently those who selected had little or no experience as farmers. But the 1869 Land Act that made
land available for selection in the north of the Shire fostered a degree of enterprise amongst those who
took up land.
The land on which this stockyard and bluestone water tank base were constructed was initially taken up
by W Sharp, but no records survive of his occupancy of the land.
Anecdotal information provided by Audrey McKenzie (nee Eldridge) suggests that the land had been
taken over by Allen in 1930. According to Audrey McKenzie, Allen share-farmed the smallholding,
which was being run by Audrey’s father when she was born in 1930. At the time of Audrey’s birth a
small, timber dwelling was also on the site. This has since been demolished.
It is probable that the drystone stockyard and drystone base for the water tank were constructed more than
70 years ago. They were not unusual at the time, locals say, and provided the economic means for
constructing a variety of farm facilities by utilising available material whilst at the same time clearing the
land of volcanic debris and potential sites for rabbit burrows.
The stockyards show the ingenuity of the early settlers in utilising available material, whilst at the same
time clearing the land of volcanic debris.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The stockyard comprises remnants of drystone walling originally forming part of a roofed stock enclosure,
a timber frame shed, and timber corral fencing and possibly sheep or cattle dip and a drystone base for a
water tank, all surrounded by high drystone wall fencing, set well back from the Beeac-Dreeite Road, The
building stone is graded from largest boulders near the base to smaller near the top of the wall, with large
flat copestones.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

HOUSE
Ref. No. : 180

Location :

1890 Corangamite Lake Road
Dreeite

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The timber House on Corangamite Lake Road, Dreeite was built for Frank Stratton in 1928-9 on land gained in
1921 as part of the Soldier Settlement Scheme. The House is of historic importance to the Shire of Colac
Otway. The House is of historic importance through association with the Soldier Settlement Scheme, and for its
ability to demonstrate the affect of the scheme on the Shire’s settlement. The House is also important for
illustrating the humble dwellings and simple lifestyle of the Shire’s early twentieth century small farm holders.
The House is aesthetically important as a good representative example of an intact early twentieth century
soldier settler’s farmhouse.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Soldier Settlement (3.2.3)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Frank Stratton gained land on Lake Corangamite Road, Dreeite in 1921 under the Closer Settlement
Board’s returned soldiers’ scheme.
The Closer Settlement Board purchased about 20,000 acres for returned soldiers in the Colac Otway
Shire, providing over 300 farms. Included in the board’s purchases were two of the largest estates
remaining in the district at Dreeite and Irrewarra in 1920.
Lewis Calvert’s ‘Dreeite Estate’ was subdivided into lots and settled mostly as diary farms. The land at
Dreeite was in the stony rises district, with the result that dairying and pig farming was mainly adopted by
the settlers.
Frank Stratton was given 189 acres, on allotments 23a, 24a and 25 at Dreeite. He was 36 years of age
when he gained land at Dreeite, and had six children (BD&M Index). The land at Dreeite, unlike the
fertile plains at Irrewarra, was poor and it was a struggle for Stratton and his family.
Frank enlisted in October 1916, and was serving as a Battalion Corporal (B/Cpl) in the 7th Battalion when
discharged in April 1919. (AWM, First World War Nominal Roll Database, Reg. No 7075).
In 1921-22 Frank built a house on the land. This house was converted into a cowshed in the late 1920s
and a new one constructed, possibly by the Closer Settlement Board. Cow bails, four pig sheds, a
separating room and fowl pen were all built on the land by the mid-1930s.
By 1945 Stratton sub-let portions of his land to other settlers, but was still struggling to make ends meet.
In 1945 the report stated that the ‘lessee is a very poor settler and farmer. His wife is ill and this has been
a big expense, but he spend too much time away rabbit trapping and not attending to his own property’.
(VPRO 4197/86.6) Stratton died in the same year, 1945, and his wife and sons took over the running of
the farm.
Frank Stratton’s experience as a soldier settler was not unusual. It was particularly hard for those who had
no farming experience. Their problems were compounded by the Depression and high interest rates and,
in the Dreeite area, by rabbit plagues.
The house and land continues to operate as a farm.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A small weatherboard, soldier settler farm house built in 1928-9. The house is a single storey dwelling with
asymmetrically composed facade under a red corrugated iron gable roof, with squat brick chimney, timber
windows and front entrance verandah. The exterior has been faced with timber to resemble brickwork, with
two metal windows replacing the original. Mature plantings of cypress trees survive to the west of the
house.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

DREEITE ESTATE DINING HALL & WATER TANK
Ref. No. : 181

Location :

1995 Corangamite Lake Road
Dreeite

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The bluestone Dining Hall, Water Tank and the archaeological remains of a Woolshed, located on
Corangamite Lake Road, Dreeite, was part of Lewis Calvert’s Dreeite Estate. The structures were built
about the early 1880s. The Dining Hall was built for the use of estate workers and included cook’s
quarters, and the Water Tank which formed the basis for the estate’s complex watering system. The
Dining Hall, Water Tank and the archaeological remains of a Woolshed are of aesthetic, historic and
scientific (technological) importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Dining Hall is aesthetically
important for its isolated setting in the volcanic stony rise country near Lake Corangamite; and for
contributing to the distinctive stone masonry tradition, for which the area is well known. The Dining Hall
is historically important for illustrating the workforce required to operate the Shire’s large nineteenth
century pastoral holdings. The Water Tank is of scientific (technological) importance for its ability to
demonstrate the complex and ingenious methods adopted to provide water to stock and gardens in the
nineteenth century. The earthworks and remnant Woolshed is important for its association with the
Dreeite Estate and the Dreeite Cotswold sheep raised on the property, as well as for its archaeological
potential.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Developing primary Industries (3.4)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
John Calvert, one of the district’s early squatters, arrived in the Port Phillip District (Victoria) from Van
Dieman’s Land (Tasmania) in 1840 at the age of 33. In partnership with his nephew John Bell, he
purchased Captain Pollock’s 68,280 acre leasehold. But the partnership between Calvert and Bell soon
dissolved, and Pollock’s earlier leasehold was divided into the Irrewarra, Corangamite and Watch Hill
pastoral runs.
Calvert had four sons, one of whom died in infancy. By the1880s Calvert completed the division of his
remaining holdings and settled his surviving, young adult sons on the land. Calvert then returned to
England where he died in 1889. Calvert’s eldest son John took over Irrewarra Homestead (site #204) and
subsequently built Irrewarra House (site #203). His second son Leonard took up the Gnarwyn run (site
#219) at Ondit and his third son, Lewis Gordon Calvert, took over the Dreeite run.
Lewis Calvert was born in 1855 and married in 1881. Anecdotal information suggests a residence had
already been constructed on the site prior to Calvert’s settlement at Dreeite. The Shire 1864 Rate Books
confirm this by indicating that the property was ‘occupied’. It is probable that Lewis Calvert and his wife
Jessie improved or rebuilt Dreeite House (now demolished) when they took up residency at Dreeite after
their marriage, but this has not been possible to verify. The house, according to anecdotal information,
was constructed of bluestone and timber. The estate also comprised extensive outbuildings including
stables, a wool shed, workers’ dining hall and cook’s quarters as well as a sophisticated watering system
supplied from an enormous bluestone-lined tank, possibly constructed or improved by Lewis Calvert in
the early 1880s.
Soon after his marriage and settling on the Dreeite Estate, Lewis Calvert purchased and continued to
develop the Dreeite Coltswold sheep flock started by his father in 1862.
After Lewis Calvert’s death in 1916, the estate was subdivided for soldier settlement in the 1920s. The
timber sections of the house were relocated to soldier settler allotments where they were reassembled to
form three three-room dwellings. Some of the bluestone was also recycled to create a stone wall at St
George’s church, on the corner of Lake Corangamite and Beeac-Dreeite Roads in the early 1930s. Other
building materials were taken and used by settlers in the 1920s and 1930s.
All that remains of Lewis Calvert’s Dreeite Estate is the bluestone dining hall, the earth works and remnant
building materials of the wool shed and the bluestone water tank.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The dining hall is an early symmetrical bluestone vernacular building, single cell width, with simple
corrugated iron clad hip roof, closed eaves and rear bluestone skillion extension. The external squat stone
chimney is sited to the west and the house faces east with no verandah. Evidence of earlier tuck-pointing is
discernible on the exterior walls. The building is divided into a long single room on the eastern side with a
central entrance flanked by two symmetrically placed windows. An open fireplace is located on the south
wall, and a shingle roof is still evident internally. To the west, and at the rear, is a skillion roofed, tworoomed section with lathe and plaster ceiling. Access to the three rooms of the building can only be gained
externally. The building is set several hundred metres from the roadside on the summit of a low rising hill,
nearby to a slight stone rise and cluster of native trees. To the north west, and adjacent to the cottage, are
the earthworks and building remains of the Dreeite Estate’s woolshed. To east of the cottage, on a hilly rise,
is a bluestone-lined water tank of approximately 15,000 gallon capacity, six feet deep and measuring
approximately 30 feet in diameter. The dining hall and water tank are in good condition and substantially
intact. The woolshed has been demolished, although the site may have archaeological interest. The
surrounding area has been disturbed by years of cultivation, although some remnant plantings survive.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

DRY STONE RABBIT WALL
Ref. No. : 182

Location :

Iletts Road
Dreeite

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Dry Stone Rabbit Wall is located on the south side of Iletts Road Dreeite, extends 3 kilometres to the
west from Mackenzie Road. The fence was built between the 1880s and 1890s by local stone waller Mark
Jacobs for William Robertson and was designed to impede the progress of rabbits, which by then had
reached plague proportions. The building stone, irregular volcanic scree, is graded from the largest
boulders near the base to smaller ones near the top of the wall. The face stone provides a clean finish, and
the fence is topped with slightly projecting copestones. The Dry Stone Rabbit Wall is of historic and
aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Dry Stone Rabbit Wall is of historic importance in
demonstrating the effects of the rabbit plague and the methods adopted to counter their spread. The Dry
Stone Rabbit Wall is of historic importance in demonstrating the Shire's ethnic settlement patterns, which
were predominantly Scottish in this area of the Shire. The Dry Stone Rabbit Wall is of aesthetic
importance in exhibiting the good design and aesthetic characteristics of a highly killed craft that
produced this form of fencing, which played an integral role in the Shire's development.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Pests-Rabbits (6.1); Fences & Boundaries (3.5.2)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In 1859 Thomas Austin of Barwon Park near Winchelsea released twenty-four wild British rabbits to
provide sport for shooting parties. Because he used wild rabbits, Austin’s attempt to acclimatise rabbits to
Australian conditions succeeded. His rabbits multiplied and on the plains ate out the best grasses, but left
the weeds; they devoured the crops and dug up the potatoes and ring-barked the fruit trees. They were
especially a problem in the region of the Stony Rises which afforded easy shelter for their burrows, but
difficult access for those attempting their eradication.
Fencing to counteract the rabbit plague began to be constructed in the late 1870s. Old stone walls were
pulled down and re-erected in such a way as to be rabbit proof by sinking the foundations to a depth of
between one and two feet, according to the nature of the soil. Mark Jacob built one such wall that survives
in Iletts Road Dreeite.
Jacob immigrated from Austria to the Colony of Victoria in the 1860s when his twenties, and learnt the
craft of dry stone walling whilst employed at Glen Alvie. Mark moved to Ondit in the 1880s, where he
married a local girl, Elizabeth Woods, in 1891 and gained employment as a dry stone waller for the
Robertsons’. One of Mark Jacob's dry stone walls survives in excellent condition in Iletts Road Dreeite as a
good example of a skilled fencers
The dry stone walls built by wallers like Jacob were constructed in accordance with English, Scottish and
Irish vernacular walling traditions, and now provide an indication of the ethnic composition of those who
settled throughout the area where they predominate.
The dry-stone of the Dreeite area also blend the natural and cultural history of the region and contribute to
its special appearance.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The dry stone wall is located on the south side of Iletts Road, commencing at the corner of Mackenzie Road
and continuing along the road boundary for approximately 3 kilometres to the end of Iletts Road. The
building stone, irregular volcanic scree, is graded from the largest boulders near the base to smaller ones
near the top of the wall, with massive slightly projecting copestones that were intended to impede the
progress of rabbits. A cross section of the wall near the gate shows that the structure consists of two walls
being fitted together, with a heart filling of smaller blocks. There is a high level of finish both in terms of
tightly positioned and evenly coursed stones and by careful plugging of the gaps between the stones.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

CONSUMPTION CAIRN
Ref. No. : 183

Location :

60 Iletts Road (GR 724750768370)
Dreeite

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Dry stone Consumption Cairn located on Iletts Road Dreeite comprises irregular volcanic scree, is graded
from largest boulders near the base to smaller near the top of the cairn, and has been designed in a pyramid
shape. The Dry stone Consumption Cairn is of aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway.
The Dry stone Consumption Cairn is of aesthetic importance in exhibiting a richness and diversity in the craft of
dry stone walling. The Dry stone Consumption Cairn is of historic importance through association with the
settlement of the area by selectors, who ingeniously adopted economical means of clearing the land by building
structures for their farms and simultaneously reducing breeding areas for rabbits.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Pests - Rabbits (6.1); Fences & Boundaries (3.5.2)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Fencing methods varied throughout the district as dry stone wallers applied the methods brought with them
from their home district, now providing a map of the district's ethnic settlement patterns. One fencing method
was the Galloway Dyke, an example of which survives in Lawlors Road [site #186]. Possibly built in about the
1860s, this 'single wall' dry stone fence is only one stone in width and was designed to keep livestock, mainly
sheep, in the enclosed paddocks. But, whilst the fence may have been successful in keeping stock in, it failed to
keep rabbits out.
Fencing to counteract the rabbit plague began to be constructed in the late 1870s. On estates like William
Robertson's run at Ondit “old stone walls were pulled down and re-erected in such a way as to be rabbit proof;
the foundations being sunk to a depth between one and two feet according to the nature of the soil." A good
example is the fence surviving in Illets Road Dreeite [site #182].
But dry stone walls were not only built in an attempt to keep rabbits out and stock in. The stones were also used
to construct stockyards [site #184], bases for water tanks, as well as a variety of other ingenious uses. When no
further use could be found for the stones, paddocks continued to be cleared of excess stones and stacked to form
a cairn that was tight enough to prevent rabbits from nesting. As their function is to consume stones, they have
become known as consumption cairns.
The Consumption Cairn in Illets Road Dreeite survives as a good example of the variety of methods adoptd to
rid the land of volcanic rocks. Whilst it is not clear when this cairn was built, it has been erected on the
allotment selected by Thomas Judd (Allotment 26b, Parish of Cundare) whose selection records does not
survive in the PROV holdings, although the Birth Index' are clear that he was a resident in the area in the 1860s
and 1870s.
As with the building of dry stone walls, there was an art in the construction of consumption cairns because the
stones need to be closely and securely packed to ensure stability and to prevent rabbits from making burrows in
and around the cairn. This ensure the long-term survival of the cairn.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The dry stone consumption cairn is located on Iletts Road Dreeite (GR 724740768360). The stone used is
irregular volcanic scree, is graded from largest boulders near the base to smaller near the top of the cairn, and
has been designed in a pyramid shape. There is a high level of finish both in terms of tightly positioned and
evenly coursed stones and by careful plugging of the gaps between the stones. The condition of the dry stone
consumption cairn is excellent.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

STOCKYARD (dry stone)
Ref. No. :

Location :

184

10 Iletts Road (GR 724980768220)
Dreeite

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The drystone Stockyard, located at 10 Illets Road, Dreeite, was built in the second half of the nineteenth
century. The drystone Stockyard is of aesthetic, scientific (technical) and historic importance to the Shire
of Colac Otway. The Stockyard is aesthetically important as an integral part of the lunar landscape of the
Shire’s volcanic scoria district, and is an evocative reminder of the skilled craftsmen who settled in the
Shire. The Stockyard is of scientific (technical) importance in illustrating a skilled craft that was
frequently practised in the past, but is now being replaced by technological advances and alternate
construction methods. The Stockyard is historically important for association with the 1860s selection
acts and the division of squatter’s pastoral estates, and for demonstrating the ingenuity of small holding
settlers in adapting the physical environment to their own purposes. The Stockyard is also historically
important in demonstrating the affects of the 1860s land acts on the settlement of the Shire.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Farming (3.6)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Near the old volcanic cones, on land in the Dreeite and Warrion districts, drystone walls were carefully
constructed from the plentiful supply of stones scattered around. The stones were not used exclusively for
fencing, but also for house footings and to build farm out-houses like piggeries and water tank bases.
They were used to build stockyards too. Besides providing cheap building materials, selectors’ allotments
could also be cleared and prepared for cultivation. But the work building with stone was slow and backbreaking. They were built in accordance with English, Scottish and Irish vernacular walling traditions and
now serve as a link to the national backgrounds of the migrants who settled earlier in the district and the
legacy and tradition they left for later settlers. The 1869 Land Act made land available for selection in the
north of the Shire and the closer settlement policies fostered a degree of enterprise amongst those who
took up land.
Christian Meehan selected 99 acres of land in lllets Road, Dreeite (allotment 25b, Parish of Cundare) in
1869. According to the mounted constable’s report in 1875, Meehan was a carpenter by trade. He built a
shingle roofed six-roomed weatherboard dwelling in 1869, soon after taking up his allotment. In 1872 he
built a workshop on his land, and also erected a shed, a dairy and built stone walls. He also cultivated
three acres of potatoes and mangels on the land he had cleared.
The 1875 Shire Rate Books, however, provide no reference to a dwelling on the land. By 1890 Meehan is
also operating as a storekeeper at Warrion, perhaps to supplement the meagre returns he gained from the
land.
For selectors like Meehan, who was not an experienced farmer, it was hard to survive. Large families
made it even harder for those like Meehan who, according to the Births, Deaths and Marriages Index, had
six children, four of whom were girls and could not be expected, at the time, to work on the land.
Because documentary evidence is not provided in historic records, and drystone structures constantly
required repair, it is difficult to accurately date the construction date of the cattleyard in Illets Road, Dreeite,
or any subsequent repairs carried out on the structure. The stockyard however does reveal the ingenuity of
settlers, many of who came to the land with no farming experience. It also indicates their adaptability in
utilising the cheap resources on the land, whilst simultaneously clearing their holdings for cultivation. The
drystone of the Dreeite area also blends the natural and cultural history of the region and contributes to its
special appearance.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The stockyard comprises a timber frame shed, miscellaneous collection of corrugated and timber lining and
timber corral fencing surrounded by high, drystone wall. The building stone is graded from largest boulders
near the base to smaller near the top of the wall, with massive copestones. A cross section of the wall shows
that the wall may consist of two walls being fitted together with a heart filling of smaller blocks. The
condition of the drystone wall is good.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

HOUSE
Ref. No. : 185

Location :

100 Iletts Road
Dreeite

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The timber House located at 100 Iletts Road, Dreeite was built in 1869 by Hugh McKenzie, to fulfil the
conditions of the 1869 Land Act. The House is historically and architecturally important to the Shire of
Colac Otway. The House is historically important through association with land settlement in the Shire in
response to the 1860s closer settlement acts. The House is historically important in demonstrating,
through its simplicity of style and materials, the success of ordinary selectors, especially those advantaged
with farming knowledge. The House is architecturally important as a good representative example of a
simple, intact rural Victorian cottage. The House is of architectural interest through the use of drystone
footings, demonstrating the adaptation and utilisation of local materials by selector farmers.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Settlement by Selection (3.2.2)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Hugh McKenzie selected land in Iletts Road, Dreeite in 1869 under the terms of the 1869 Land Act.
McKenzie had previously been employed at Gnarwyn, since at least 1864, before taking up 97 acres in
Iletts Road (allotment 27b, Parish of Cundare - now identified as 100 Iletts Road), and an additional 98
acres (allotment 31b, Parish of Cundare).
Many of the Shire’s early settlers failed to make a success of their selections. Often the land was poor, the
allotments were too small to establish a viable farm, and frequently those who selected had little or no
experience as farmers. McKenzie, however, was probably an experienced farmer, at least in terms of the
knowledge he had gained whilst employed at Gnarwyn. According to family accounts McKenzie had also
worked in the Irrewillipe area where he leased, according to the Shire Rate Books, 310 acres from
Thomas Collins in 1867.
The 1869 Land Act required McKenzie to construct a dwelling, and clear and fence the land. By late
1875, when McKenzie’s allotments were inspected by the 'mounted constable', he had constructed a
weatherboard dwelling in Iletts Road measuring 32 feet by 16 feet, with an iron roof. This, the constable
reported, had been built in 1869.
By 1875 McKenzie had commenced mixed farming, and had cleared and cultivated an area of land and
was raising barley and wheat. He had also constructed a piggery, woolshed and stockyard, and a milking
house. He had also fenced his land.
The house remained in the McKenzie family until the early decades of the twentieth century.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A simple symmetrical double fronted weatherboard Victorian cottage, typical of the late 1860s, with convex
iron separated front verandah, supported by turned timber posts and ornamental solid valance trim, two
front timber double hung sash windows, panelled front door with side lights and rear Italianate brick
chimney. The house has drystone footings. Changes were carried out to the front verandah in the late 1890s
or early twentieth century. The building has been re-roofed.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

GALLOWAY DYKE DRY STONE WALL
Ref. No. : 186

Location :

Lawlors Road (GR 715890767290)
Dreeite

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Galloway Dyke is located on Lawlors Road, and extends 1 kilometre from Becketts to Reads Road.
The fence comprises irregular volcanic scree, is graded from largest boulders near the base to smaller near
the top of the wall, and features massive slightly-projecting copestones. The fence-design was common in
the 1860s, before the release of rabbits. The Lawlors Road Galloway Dyke is of historic and aesthetic
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Galloway Dyke is of historic importance in demonstrating
the different methods of husbandry practised after freehold was secured, which signalled a move towards
improved stock breeding. The Lawlors Road Galloway Dyke is of historic importance in demonstrating
the ethnic settlement of the region, which were predominantly Scottish within this region of the Shire.
The Galloway Dyke in Lawlors Road is of aesthetic importance through association with an extensive
network of rural walling in the Shire, and as an integral part of the strange lunar landscape of the volcanic
scoria district.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Fences & Boundaries (3.5.2)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The land in the Shire on which squatters settled was not fenced until freehold was obtained, and a measure
of security was gained. The fencing obviated the need for shepherds and boundary riders, and allowed
pastoralists to concentrate on improving stock.
Near the old volcanic cones, on land in the north west section of the Shire, dry stone walls were carefully
constructed from the plentiful supply of stones scattered around - in this way paddocks could be cleared of
stones and fenced simultaneously. As a consequence, in the 1860s and 1870s sheep numbers markedly
increased, and a crucial factor was the fencing of land. Once fencing had occurred water supplies were
improved, ending the dependence on natural water supplies, and pastures were also subsequently improved
to enable selective breeding to begin. Fencing methods varied throughout the district as dry stone wallers
applied the methods brought with them from their home district, now providing an map of the district's
ethnic settlement patterns.
One fencing method was the Galloway Dyke. This method originated in Scotland, from where many of the
surrounding districts settlers came, and where the term 'dyke' was commonly used to refer to fencing.
Initially the main feature of the Galloway Dyke single walling, but this became too difficult for later wallers
who started to build only the top half with a single thickness as demonstrated by the Lawlors Road, fence.
There is no 'hearting' stone used in the construction of the Galloway Dyke to provide stability, so daylight
shows through the fence.
The Lawlors Road Galloway Dyke was designed to keep livestock, mainly sheep, in the enclosed paddocks.
It is evident on the 1916 Commonwealth Department of Defence survey plan of Caroangamite.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The dry stone fence commences on the corner of Becketts Road and continues along the south and east side
of the road, for approximately 1 kilometre in length, to Reads Road (GR 715870767290). The building
stone, irregular volcanic scree, is graded from largest boulders near the base to smaller near the top of the
wall, with massive slightly-projecting copestones. The Lawlors Road Galloway Dyke dry stone fence is
only one stone in width and features a large flat copestone and, because it does not incorporate 'hearting'
stones, daylight is visible through the fence.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

ST ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Ref. No. : 187

Location :

545 South Dreeite Road
Dreeite South

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The St Andrew’s Church is located on the South Dreeite Road at Dreeite South. It was built in 1938 using
blond brick and was designed in the Gothic Revival style. St Andrew’s Church is of historic and social
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. St Andrew’s Church is of historic and social importance for its
association with the settlement of the Dreeite area as a result of the Commonwealth Government’s post
World War I Soldier Settlement Scheme. The church is also historically important for its capacity to
demonstrate the status and importance of religion for the local community, illustrated by the building’s
simple design, which gains prominence from its siting. St Andrew’s Church is of social importance for its
ability to illustrate the cultural values of the area, as well as the community’s ethnographic and
denominational associations. St Andrew’s Church is important as a good representative example of a
typical Gothic Revival church, built in the mid- twentieth century in a remote rural area of Victoria.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Dreeite area was first subdivided for closer settlement in 1918, mainly for World War I soldier
settlement. The district is a windswept, stony area and at the time was devoid of any social amenities.
The land provided for soldier-settlers mainly comprised rocky volcanic outcrops, and was not conducive
to farming. The size of the land, generally about 100 acres, was also not large enough to operate as a
viable farm, compounded by many ? those who settled having no farming experience. Crop failures,
transport difficulties and high interest rates compounded the problems of the soldier-settlers, as did price
fluctuations and high establishing costs. Many walked off their land. By mid-1927 about 3,000 in the state
had forfeited their land, and the retreat increased as the worldwide Depression set in. At Dreeite South,
many of the original parcels of land set aside for soldier-settlers were absorbed by those who managed to
hang on to their farms.
In 1938 St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church was erected, indicative of the predominant denominational and
ethnographic composition of the settlers. Before the church was constructed a state school was also built
in 1927, after the Minister for Education in 1925 acquired land near the intersection of the South Dreeite
and Reeds Roads.
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church was constructed at the tail end of the retreat from Dreeite. It not only
provides information abut the Scottish Presbyterians who settled in the area, it also provides information
about the experience of soldier-settlers after the First World War and the difficulties they had in
establishing viable farms, and at the same time dealing with post-war trauma.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The compact textured blond brick Gothic Revival 1938 church with its steeply pitched corrugated iron clad
roof is located in the former hamlet of Dreeite South. The church site is protected from the windswept
volcanic plains on two sides by mature Cypress trees and on the third side by recently planted Golden
Cypress trees. The church is designed in a modern utilitarian style with stylised details, brick parapet gable
end walls, triple lancet windows, double brick voussoirs, pointed Gothic double door entrance on the north
west end with enclosed brick porch, coupled high casement windows grouped between each structural bay
marked by tall double brick buttresses. The condition of the church is fair, the corrugated iron roof sheeting
has weathered.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

HOUSE
Ref. No. : 188

Location :

85 Harris Street
Elliminyt

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The timber and cream brick House at 85 Harris Street, Elliminyt, was built in 1959 for the solicitor
George Norwood and his family. The House is of aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire of Colac
Otway. The House is aesthetically important as an excellent example of an archetypal mid twentieth
century Melbourne Regional styled house, built in an emerging mid-twentieth century suburban
subdivision. The House is aesthetically important for its associations with a group of Victorian architects
who sought to impart modern structures of the International style with a more local Victorian character, as
expressed by a simple light unpretentious elegance. The House is historically important for its
associations with Colac’s post World War Two expansion and the application of mid-twentieth century
town planning philosophies. The House is historically important for its associations with changes in the
aspirations and values of Colac’s elite who were able to seek, through increased availability of
automobiles, elevated sites overlooking Colac for their residences.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Until the mid-twentieth century Colac’s professional class built their dwellings in the body of the town,
often near the lake. The notion of using the heights to the east and south for views was rare and only
Hugh Murray at Barongarook and Colin Tullock at Cooraminta exercised this option. But, after the
Second World War car ownership increased and the area around Elliminyt, which afforded views over
Colac towards Lake Corangamite, became readily accessible and Colac’s professionals and business
people sought land on which to build their residences.
George Norwood was amongst the first to purchase land on the recently subdivided Harris Estate at
Elliminyt, overlooking Colac and Lake Corangamite, in the late 1950s. His was the first house completed,
and he and his family had occupied their new home by 1959.
Over the next few years this highly fashionable street filled out with contemporary designed dwellings;
the homes of people like George Norwood and the veterinarian H A (‘Dusty’) Rhodes. Harris Road and
the surrounding areas became known as Colac’s ‘Dress Circle’.
The Harris Road subdivision illustrates the demographic growth of Colac, which by 1960 was well on the
way to reaching 10,000. It also reflects the prosperity bought about by Victoria’s post World War Two
industrial growth, as well as increased car ownership which made sites out of town more easily
accessible.
The Harris Road subdivision was a product too of new mid-twentieth century town planning development
that focused on controlling suburban development and zoning industrial, residential and commercial uses by
the establishment of satellite towns and designating rural green belts. It represented a transition from urban
areas rooted in the colonial period to planned, organised suburban growth.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The house consists of a series of single storey narrow geometric boxes or interlinked pavilions arranged in a
linear fashion in an elevated position stepping down along the contours of the hill. The design of the house
is ground hugging, low pitched roof with an emphasis on its horizontality, exposed eaves, slim bargeboards
and large open curtain wall windows with panoramic views across Colac Lake and the volcanic plains.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

EURACK AVENUE OF HONOUR
Ref. No. : 189

Location :

Eurack Road
Eurack

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Eurack Avenue of Honour is located on the south side of Eurack Road, west of McMasters Road and
adjacent to number 680 Eurack Road. The Eurack Avenue of Honour is a World War 1 memorial (c1922)
comprising 22 Ulmus x hollandica* (Dutch Elm), each of which is marked with a painted concrete cross
bearing the name of the soldier/s it commemorates. The Eurack Avenue of Honour is of historic, aesthetic
and social importance to the State of Victoria. The Eurack Avenue of Honour is historically important as
a rare completely intact example of an Avenue of Honour. The Eurack Avenue of Honour is historically
important for exemplifying rural Victoria’s reaction to World War I. The Avenue of Honour is of
aesthetic importance, the uniform plantings of the trees and the concrete crosses in their isolated
surroundings combining to create an august cultural landscape. The Avenue of Honour is socially
important for its association with the Eurack’s community’s efforts to commemorate the sacrifices of its
volunteers.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : State

Nominate for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register.

THEMES : Memorials & Monuments (9.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
World War One affected Australia more than any other event since British settlement, if only by the
killing or injuring over 200,000 Australians in just four years. The war’s impact was so tragic and
pervasive that it demanded commemoration. Planting trees was seen as a symbol of hope for the future, as
well as adding beauty to towns and the countryside. It also provided a tangible way for the ordinary
person to become personally involved in commemorating those lost during the war.
Victoria became the avenues’ heartland, perhaps because they had been promoted earliest and hardest.
The Victorian State Recruiting Committee had written to all municipalities and shires in 1917
recommending that an assurance be given to every intending recruit that his name would be
‘memorialised in an avenue of honour’.
The Eurack Avenue of Honour was planted by December 1918. It comprises a roadside avenue of 20
trees and 20 stylised concrete crosses bearing the names of 26 local servicemen who volunteered in
World War I. Of interest is one cross that bears the name of Lord Kitchener.
The Avenue was established on the roadside in front of the Eurack school, general store and post office,
and the church. It was not uncommon to establish memorials within the vicinity of schools, to impress on
children the importance of sacrifice for what was perceived to be a greater good. This was the centre of
the small settlement that sprang up after the Eurack Estate was subdivided for closer settlement in 1891.
The Eurack Avenue of Honour and dedication plaques remain as an indication of the involvement of
Victoria’s small communities, along with the loss and sorrow experienced by small rural areas like Eurack.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
No. of trees :
22
Ht :
8m.
Trunk Circumference :
Spacing (Distance between trunks) :

Est. Age:
Canopy:
1.7m
5m

78 yrs (pl. c1922)
8m

The Avenue of Honour at Eurack is situated on the south side of Eurack Road approximately 1km west of
McMaster Road, and adjacent 680 Eurack Road. It comprises a single row of 22 Ulmus x hollandica*
(Dutch Elm), each of which is marked with a painted concrete cross bearing the name of the soldier/s it
commemorates. Such integrity is very rare. The Avenue is approximately 0.1km long, with trees spaced at
approximately 5m intervals. At the midpoint of the avenue, there is evidence of a further memorial
consisting of four Cupressus sempervirens (of which three only are extant) and the base of a cairn or
similar structure. These elements are now part of private property abutting the roadside. The Avenue and
these plantings are the only clearly visible evidence remaining of the settlement at Eurack, and certainly
the only memorial.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

Colac Otway Her itag e Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

MARANDOO
Ref. No. : 190

Location :

1000 Eurack Road
Eurack

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Marandoo, located at 1000 Eurack Road, Eurack, is an early twentieth century Closer Settlement farm
complex that includes mature plantings, a number of out buildings and a residential dwelling. The
property is part of the original 1901 Closer Settlement subdivision of the Eurack Estate taken up by David
Christie, on which survives boxthorn hedging, a c.1901 three-roomed timber house (altered), and a 1930s
timber creamery, cottage, barn and stables. Marandoo is of historic, scientific (botanic) and architectural
importance to the State of Victoria. Marandoo is of historic importance by association with the history of
Victoria's land subdivision, especially as far as that history relates to government policy enacted in turn of
the century Closer Settlement legislation. . The Marandoo boxthorn hedges and mature plantings are of
scientific (botanic) importance through illustrating the early programs adopted by the Victorian
government to arrest salt poisoning of the soil from surrounding salt lakes and encourage the prevention
of soil erosion. The Marandoo boxthorn hedges are of scientific (botanic) importance through
demonstrating nineteenth century fencing methods. Marandoo is of architectural importance as a place
that exhibits the principal characteristics of farming in the first half of the twentieth century, especially
demonstrated in the surviving hedgerows and timber creamery.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : State

Nominate for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register.

THEMES : Settlement by Selection (3.2.2)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Marandoo allotment (14, Section A, Parish of Warracbarunah) was taken up by David Christie in
1901 as part of the Closer Settlement Scheme, made possible by the Land Act 1898 and the Eurack Estate
Purchase Act 1901. Marandoo's 81 acres were originally part of Chirnside's Eurack Estate (see Site
#191), which in turn was derived from Mount Hesse Station (site # 218). David Christie gained his land
with a deposit of £66 (annual repayment £66), and was one of only 46 granted land out of the 385 who
originally applied (Victorian Parliamentary Papers, 1905). Christie and the other successful applicants were
required to fence their allotments and construct a dwelling, so Christie constructed a three-roomed house
which contained a half-passage and a skillion-roofed kitchen at the rear. He also fenced sections of his
property with boxthorn hedges.
One of the conditions of the Eurack Estate lease was the planting of 'an area equal to 2% of the allotment',
with trees supplied by the State Nursery 'free of cost' ('Plan of Eurack Estate', 1901). This requirement was
intended to impede the march of salinity from nearby Lough Calvert and salt swamps in the area, as well
as to encourage methods that would prevent soil erosion. Some Eurack settlers like White (45, A) planted
pines, sugar gums and cypress trees, and Walters (36, A) planted 250 pines and cypress'. Other settlers
like Crabbe (38 A) and Fyffe (17, A) planted hedgerows of boxthorn hedges as well as gums and pines,
thus obviating the need to erect fences on some sections of their allotments (VPRS 5714: 1307, 1308, 1309).
David Christie planted boxthorn hedges at Marandoo too, which are still in evidence today (Alan Carew).
The Christies were one of the successful settlers. Nearly half did not stay on their allotments because of
the drought that plagued in the first years, and because their allotments were salt poisoned or lacked an
adequate water supply - of the 46 originally granted leases, 21 had relinquished or forfeited their
allotments by 1913 (VPRS 5714:1291, A/16). However David Christie did not survive to see the success of
his farm established. He had died by 1905 and the property was managed by his son.
In 1930 Christie arranged the construction of a creamery, cottage, barn and stables at the rear of the
house. The current owner, Alan Carew extended the house in the mid twentieth century.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Marandoo is an early twentieth century Closer Settlement farm complex made up of a number of a
residential dwellings and out buildings. The main residence is a simple symmetrical double fronted
weatherboard Victorian cottage, typical of the early 1900s, with convex iron separated front verandah,
supported by timber posts and ornamental cast iron valance trim, panelled front door with rear Italianate
brick chimney. Later changes have taken place in the form of extensions to the original three-roomed house,
and to the front verandah that include new posts, cast iron trim and re-roofing. The front windows have also
been altered. This farm complex also includes an interesting circa 1930s creamery. The creamery is a
square timber framed shed with a large hipped corrugated metal roof which extends well over a deep
encircling verandah. The verandah has floor to ceiling lattice slat-like wall screens, possibly built to act as a
cooling device for the creamery. The single space of the interior is ventilated through the apex of the roof
which is designed as a small gablet with timber louvres, surmounted by a small decorative finial. Other outbuildings include a small timber frame weatherboard structure with a tall red brick chimney, built during the
Great Depression, in the early 1930s. The other large out-building is an L-shaped corrugated metal clad
machinery shed. The colour scheme of green painted corrugated metal roofing and painted white walls of
the buildings set in landscaped surroundings of tall hedgerow and clumps of mature native trees contributes
to the aesthetic visual appeal of the farm complex.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

-

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

Marandoo, 1000 Eurack Road, Eurack

Marandoo Creamery, c.1930s

Cottage, c.1930s
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Name of Place :

EURACK
Ref. No. : 191

Location :

585 Mt Hesse Road
Eurack

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The bluestone Eurack House, located on Mt. Hesse Road, Eurack was constructed in the 1870s to a design
produced by the prominent Western District architects Davidson and Henderson. Eurack House is of
aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. Eurack House is aesthetically important as
an excellent example of a rural homestead designed by Davidson and Henderson in the early Italianate
style, with superb bluestone masonry work and now set in an established country garden. Eurack House is
aesthetically important in representing a unique architectural style associated with the successful early
Western District pastoralists, who became part of Victoria’s establishment elite. Eurack House is of
historic importance for its association with the shire’s early settlement by squatters, and demonstrates the
wealth they amassed for their children from the lucrative nineteenth century wool industry.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Improving Homes (3.5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Eurack Estate was originally part of Mt Hesse Station, which had been taken up in 1836. Harding,
who had taken up the Mt Hesse run, borrowed heavily from the Geelong merchants Timms and Wilson.
Unable to repay his borrowings, the lease was purchased by William Timms. Timms died in 1858 and the
trustees carried on his estate until his sons came of age.
In the early 1870s the Mount Hesse Station was divided among William Timms’ three sons. Robert
Timms took over the western section and built Eurack House, which was designed by the architects
Davidson and Henderson. The house included five bedrooms, a lounge, dining room, office, bathroom
and kitchen.
In 1884 Robert Chirnside bought Eurack for his son, Robert Chirnside. In 1887 the Colac Herald
described the property as a 6,000 acre homestead paddock with an additional 1,095 acres. The homestead
paddock contained, besides Eurack House, a woolshed, stables, manager’s house and a ‘splendidly laid
out garden’. In 1901 5,102 acres was acquired for closer settlement. Chirnside continued to live at Eurack
until 1907.
Only 10 acres surrounds the house now, and the garden has not been maintained.
Eurack provides an important continuum in the history of pastoral settlement in the shire by indicating the
wealth accrued by squatters, portions of which were handed down to their children to enable them to settle
in the area.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Eurack house is a substantial beautiful single–storey bluestone homestead designed in 1873, by the leading
Melbourne firm of architects, Davidson and Henderson. The architectural design is typical of the early
Italianate fashionable residences, still with slight references to the Gothic style, seen in the steeply pitched
slate block-like roof, heavy timber painted bargeboards, and triple lancet styled windows to the projecting
front gable wing. The return verandah has bellcast corrugated iron roof and elegant cast iron three quarter
height posts with delicate decorative cast iron valance trim. Fine rough-cut massive bluestone masonry
work for the walls provide an excellent example of the characteristic stone work of the Colac area. The
windows and door openings are boldly outlined by quoining, while the corners of the walls are not
emphasized. The stone coursework pattern is the same as that used for the former 1862 Presbyterian church
in Cressy.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

SEEBECK/HENRYSAWMILL

Ref. No. : 192
Location :

Forrest
GR 735455732200

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC C 100

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (Source: Norm Houghton)
This site is a relatively intact example of a small milling operation in the East Otways in the late 1920s
and early 1930s.
This sawmill operation was initiated in 1927 by Bernie Seebeck, a former sawyer at Henry’s No. 1 mill.
Logs were obtained from Seebeck’s property and from one of Henry’s properties to the south via a series
of log tramways. An access tramway was laid from the Forrest railway station to the mill and this line
was worked by horse traction. Henry took over the mill in 1929 and built an entirely new access tramline
from Forrest to the mill. This tram was laid with iron rails and was worked by a small locomotive. The
mill operated until 1932.
The mill site is intact and readily interpretable. The tram routes have been compromised in many parts but
sufficient remnants survive to interpret the elements.

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

RAILWAY BRIDGE REMNANT
Ref. No. : 193

Location :

2315 Birregurra Forrest Road
Forrest

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The three span, squared beam Timber Bridge, Abutments and Earthworks are remnants of the Birregurra
to Forrest railway, 1891-1957, and are located on freehold land at 2315 Biregurra Forrest Road. The
Timber Bridge, Abutments and Earthworks are of scientific (technical) and historic importance to the
Shire of Colac Otway. The Timber Bridge is of scientific (technical) importance through its incorporation
of features relating to nineteenth century bridge carpentry, and is remarkable for its fine craftsmanship
and general condition. The bridge also appears to be exceptionally intact for a timber bridge of its age, in
terms of overall design, the unmodified form of basic timber elements, and surviving original or early
detailing. The Timber Bridge, Abutments and Earthworks are of historic importance through their
association with the Birregurra to Forrest railway that contributed to the settlement of the southern portion
of the shire and played a significant role in the development of the shire’s timber industry. The Timber
Bridge, Abutments and Earthworks are of historic importance through their association with the
technological achievements of the railway’s construction, the topography of the area requiring a bridge to
be constructed approximately every kilometre, along with numerous cuttings and embankments.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Railways & Railway Stations (4.3); Exploiting Natural Resources: Forests (7.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The shire’s important timber industry initially developed after the opening of the railway from Birregurra
to Forrest 1891, and the later line to Beech Forest 1902.
The Birregurra to Forrest railway was opened to provide a new mode of transport to settlers in the
Barwon Valley, by then a profitable dairy farming area that had begun to be settled by small farmers after
1866. Hops were also grown along the river flats at Forrest and in the Barwon Downs, and the opening of
the railway allowed this and the dairy and agriculture industry to flourish in the district.
The railway enabled the timber industry to flourish too and gave a great boost to Apollo Bay tourism,
which was even more readily accessible after the ‘all-weather’ road was put through from Forrest in 1927.
In engineering terms the railway was a formidable piece of work, with a bridge averaging every kilometre
and numerous cuttings and embankments.
The railway was vulnerable to flood damage and the effects of the 1951 and 1952 floods led to the line’s
closure in 1957.
The remnant earthworks and bridge along the line is now a valuable reminder of the railway that
contributed so significantly to the development of the southern portion of the shire.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
This site consists of remnants of the former Birregurra to Forrest railway. It is composed of a remnant threespan timber bridge, timber abutments and earthworks, located on freehold land one kilometre north of
Forrest, adjacent to and visible from Forrest Road. The timber bridge and earthworks is located within
farmland. There do not appear to be any remains of metal rail tracks, but the timber sleepers appear to have
survived. Closer inspection is required to determine if iron dog spikes or other material remains associated
with the former railway survive. The bridge has been closed off with timber guards, presumably to protect
livestock.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

FORREST PRIMARY SCHOOL # 2708
Ref. No. : 194

Location :

10 Grant Street

Forrest

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Forrest Primary School, built of timber, was completed in 1906 by the Education Department to
provide facilities for the increased number of children in the area, caused by the growth of the timber
industry. A room was added to the school in 1906 and an infant room was also added in 1961. A
kindergarten was established on the site in 1996 in the former Otway Shire Infant Welfare building. The
Forrest Primary School is of historic, social and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
Forrest Primary School is historically important for demonstrating the population growth in the Forrest
district, evidenced by the additions to the building and to the site. The Forrest Primary School is
historically important for its association with the settlement of the Otways, the result of the railway and
the development of industries such as dairying, farming and timber. The Forrest Primary School is
historically important through its association with the provision of education in the Shire for nearly a
century. The Forrest Primary School is important for the role it has played in providing a social focus for
the community. The Forrest Primary School is aesthetically important for exhibiting the Education
Department’s early twentieth century good design characteristics.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Schools (8.2.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
From the earliest days of Forrest the children were educated in a school that pre-dated the 1891
foundation of the town. The first school in the district was at Yaugher, which opened in 1885 with an
enrolment of 35 pupils.
After the town of Forrest was established by the construction of the railway in 1891, and the sawmills
began operating, enrolment at the Yaugher school increased to 65 in 1899. Because the school was
located two kilometres from Forrest, where most of the enrolled children lived, it was decided to relocate
the school to Forrest. In 1903 pupils began classes in the Forrest hall while the new school was being
built.
The Forrest Primary School opened on 31 March 1906. The old Yaugher school building was moved to
the Forrest school grounds and converted to a teacher’s residence. It was demolished in 1961.
Such was the growth of the school that by 1915 there were 95 pupils enrolled, with all classes conducted
in the one room and three teachers on the staff.
In 1916 another room was added. In 1961 an infant room was added. It was about this time, in the early
1960s, that numbers at the school reached 100.
By the late 1960s numbers began to decline. In 1996 the former Otway Shire Infant Welfare building was
moved onto the site and the building was used as a kindergarten. The kindergarten operated independently
of the school until 2000 when the school obtained the licence and incorporated the service. Both the school
and kindergarten are still operating today.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Primary school No. 2708 is located on Forrest’s main street and includes a complex of grounds and
buildings. The earliest building on site is an early twentieth century detached timber school with
voluminous corrugated iron roof with Dutch gable ends, the building retains its tall and slim brick
chimneys. The early school building is composed in a domestic manner with an asymmetrical frontage with
projecting bay top one side and main windows facing onto the garden setting, toward the main street.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

Colac Otway Her itag e Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

HOUSE
Ref. No. : 195

Location :

1 Hennigan Crescent

Forrest

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The House, located in Hennigan Crescent, Forrest, was built of timber for Alexander Sanderson and his
family in 1902. The House is of historic, aesthetic and social importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
House is historically important through its association with the growth of the timber industry in the Shire,
demonstrated through its substantial size in comparison to most other dwellings constructed in the
Otways. The House is historically and aesthetically important as a demonstration of the status of
sawmillers and their families, evidenced through its design and prominent siting. The Sanderson family
House is of social importance in illustrating the prominence and social standing sought by sawmill
owners, generally the main employer of small timber town residents.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Exploiting Natural Resources: Forests (7.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The exploitation of forest resources in the shire was slow to develop because of transport difficulties. In
areas like Forrest, following the opening of the West Barwon Valley to timber getters in 1897, sawmilling
was a major industry.
Once the railway was extended to Colac, sawmilling in the shire began to expand. It boomed after the
opening of the railways to Forrest in 1891, and later to Beech Forest in 1902.
Forrest and other towns like Barwon Downs, Barramunga, Gellibrand, Beech Forest, Wyelangta and
Lavers Hill were settled to serve the sawmilling industry. These towns boomed from 1900 to 1930.
David Sanderson and his sons Alexander and George, were sawmilling pioneers at Forrest, and Alexander
eventually became the driving force in the family business. In 1902 he built a substantial wooden
dwelling for himself and his family overlooking, the gully at the south end of the railway yard. The house
was, and still is, the grandest in Forrest.
Alexander Sanderson and his son Marshall were killed in a sawmill accident in 1907, but his widow and
surviving children lived in the house until the 1970s.
Alexander Sanderson’s house indicates the status of sawmill operators in the Otway’s timber towns. They
held commanding positions in the community as the main employer. Sanderson’s residence at Forrest,
illustrates the success of sawmill owners and the importance of the industry in their districts.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Sanderson’s house is a single storey late-Victorian dwelling with a typical hipped corrugated iron roof,
small eaves over a return verandah, and a rectangular symmetrical plan with central front door and double
hung sash windows to each side on the front façade. The building is elevated on a sloping site in a garden
setting of lawn and specimen exotic trees.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

CEMETERY

Ref. No. : 196
Location :

20 Cemetery Road
Forrest

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC C 370

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
This small Otways cemetery was established after the opening up of the district around Forrest in the
1890s. It contains the grave of Alex Sanderson, renowned sawmiller in both the Otways and the
Grampians, and pioneer of sawmilling operations in the Forrest district. He died in a milling accident in
the early 1900s.

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

SAWDUST BURNER
Ref. No. : 197

Location :

2370 Colac-Lavers Hill Road
Gellibrand

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The rectangular brick Sawdust Burner, located on Charlies Creek Road at Gellibrand, was built by the
sawmiller Jack Haig in 1955 in response to sawdust disposal regulations. The Sawdust Burner is
important as an object in demonstrating rarity. The Sawdust Burner is of historic importance to the Shire
of Colac Otway. The Sawdust Burner is a rare example of its type in the shire, most other examples
having been demolished or allowed to degenerate through lack of use. The Sawdust Burner is of historic
importance through its association with one of the shire’s main industries, the timber industry. The burner
is of historic importance through its association with 1930s regulations enacted to protect the
environment, which required the burning of sawdust, instead of dumping. The Sawdust Burner is of
historic importance in exhibiting the principal characteristics of sawdust disposal in the first half of the
twentieth century.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Exploiting Natural Resources: Forests (7.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Jack Haigh’s sawmill at Gellibrand was established on five acres of land that he had acquired in 1954.
The firm had commenced business earlier at Ferguson, and moved to Gellibrand as part of the Forests
Commission policy to centralise West Otway milling plants at Gellibrand.
Haigh’s mill was of medium to large capacity for its day, cutting around 4,000 cubic metres of ash,
messmate and gum annually. The logging plant comprised two bulldozers, two log trucks and a Skagit log
winch.
In the early days of sawmilling the sawdust was dumped alongside the mill or tipped into the nearest
watercourse. Regulations enacted in the 1930s outlawed these practices on the grounds of fire safety and
sawmills were required to burn the sawdust in a retort or kiln. All the mills of the post war construction
boom had brick or metal burners. The example at Haigh’s mill (1955-1973) is a representative type and
one of the few to survive in the Otways.
The mill changed hands in 1963 when Kincaid, a Colac firm, bought it. Declining log quotas made industry
rationalisation attractive and in 1966 George Bennett acquired the mill and its 2,000 cubic metre annual
allocation as part of his firm’s diverse empire. Bennett worked the plant until 1973 when it was closed and
the log allocation subsequently cut at his Birregurra mill.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The former sawdust burner is a striking rectangular brick structure set amongst the rubble, remnant floor
slabs and weeds of the former mill. The structure measures approx three and a half by three metres on plan
and is around seven meters high to its simply parapeted top. The burner includes two small rectangular
openings nearer to ground level on two sides. The burner is constructed from pressed red bricks of varying
quality; the external faces have been variously painted, patched and parged, achieving an extraordinarily
mottled and workmanlike appearance. The burner is reasonably intact. It is in fair to reasonable condition
with localised cracking, buckling and missing bricks around the openings. The mill has been destroyed.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

-

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

RAILWAY WORKER’S HOUSE (fmr)
Ref. No. : 198

Location :

13 Main Road

Gellibrand

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The former Railway Worker’s House was built of timber in 1911 as a residence for the senior staff posted
at Gellibrand Station. The former Railway Worker’s House at Gellibrand is of historic and aesthetic
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Railway Worker’s House is historically important for
illustrating Gellibrand’s earlier association with the Colac to Beech Forest Railway, which was built in
1902 and closed in 1957. The Railway Worker’s House is historically important through association with
the development of the Otway region, much of which can be attributed to the railway. The Railway
Worker’s House is aesthetically important for exhibiting the principle characteristics of Victorian
Railways architecture.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Railways & Railway Stations (4.3); Public Housing (8.2.3)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Gellibrand River district was settled in the 1880s, and by the time the railway between Colac and
Beech Forest was constructed, in 1902, the nucleus of a township was firmly established.
The construction of the railway enabled further expansion with the population increasing and amenities
developing so that, by 1910, Gellibrand possessed a general store, post office, school, hotel and public
hall.
The Gellibrand railway station was officially opened in March 1902. These original railway facilities
consisted of a goods loop, crossing loop and passenger shelter.
In August 1911 a station office was provided, at the same time as a Station Master was appointed. Not
long after, more facilities were provided, including a pig race on the east side, a parcels shed, ladies
waiting room and refreshment room on the west.
A track gang was also based at Gellibrand and three departmental residences were built to house the
station’s senior staff. The total staff employed numbered up to ten (four or five male operatives and four
or five female refreshment staff).
Railway staff used the residence until 1962. It is now a private residence.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The railway workers house is a single storey timber dwelling externally clad with weatherboards. The
building has a main double gable roof with transverse gable roof to same detail, double hung sash timber
windows and a central brick chimney. The building is designed in a niggardly domestic style evocative of
barracks and service rather than hearth and home. The house has been altered.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

GELLIBRAND PUBLIC HALL
Ref. No. : 199

Location :

1 Old Main Road
Gellibrand

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The local community built the timber Gellibrand Public Hall in two stages between 1919 and 1920.
Alterations were undertaken in 1939 and a supper room was added in 1969. Major work was undertaken
in 1986, including re-roofing and re-cladding the exterior. The Gellibrand Public Hall is of social and
historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Gellibrand Public Hall is of social importance for
association with the local community and its commitment to providing facilities for the district. The
Gellibrand Public Hall is historically important in providing a cultural and social focus for a community
geographically isolated from other population centres. The Gellibrand Public Hall is of importance as a
representative example of an early twentieth century regional public hall.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Mechanics Institutes & Public Halls (8.2.4)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The acquisition of a public hall was much welcomed in a locality of any size. After schools, they were
frequently the most eagerly awaited public facility, and communities expended much effort on raising
funds and canvassing support for their construction. They provided a focus for community activities, not
only during construction, but for a variety of events and functions. Halls were used for dances, meetings,
to welcome home combat servicemen, for weddings, for public purposes as polling booths, and multiple
other usages. The Gellibrand community recognised the importance of gaining a central venue for
functions in 1919 when a Public Hall committee was established.
The hall was constructed in two stages, in 1919 and 1920. Additions were undertaken in 1939, and a
supper room was added in 1969.
By the early 1980s the building was in poor repair. The Otway Shire Council condemned local attempts at
rehabilitation and resolved to demolish the hall. But this only spurred the community to raise funds to bring
the building up to modern standards. As a result, in 1986 major works included exterior re-cladding and reroofing, gutter replacement and general painting.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Gellibrand Public Hall is an early twentieth century single storey timber hall with Dutch Gable
corrugated iron roof set on a flat grassed site. The hall features a recessed front door and regularly spaced
double hung sash windows with three lights, vertically divided upper sashes. The hall’s side includes a
stepped in section suggesting an earlier verandah to the side exit. A later annex is located on the building’s
other side. The hall has been thoroughly restored and displays a reasonable degree of integrity.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

GELLIBRAND HOTEL
Ref. No. : 200

Location :

20 Old Main Road
Gellibrand

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Gellibrand Hotel was established in 1884. Construction of the single storey brick building, the
surviving Gellibrand Hotel, commenced in 1905 for publican Joseph Marks. Extensions and alterations
were undertaken in the 1930s and again after the Second World War. The position of the hotel, close to
the railway station (closed in 1962) and the road (realigned in the 1970s), assured regular patronage in the
first half of the twentieth century. The Gellibrand Hotel is of historic and social importance to the Shire of
Colac Otway. The Gellibrand Hotel is of historic importance for its association with the provision of
refreshments to railway and road travellers in the first half of the twentieth century. The Gellibrand Hotel
is of historic importance for demonstrating, through the building’s fabric, the changing requirements of
hotels and the many alterations to the structure demonstrate the building’s continued and changing use
over nearly a 100 year period. The Gellibrand Hotel is of importance for providing a social focus for the
local district. The Gellibrand Hotel is of interest for its capacity to demonstrate the early settlement of the
area.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Recreation (9.4)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Gellibrand Hotel was set up in 1884 and then consisted of a small weatherboard structure. This was
replaced in about 1905 by Joseph Marks who erected a substantial brick building with a neat archway
entrance into the bar from the main road. Marks was a former owner of the Prince of Wales Hotel in
Colac and was very experienced in the hotel trade.
The arrival of the railway from Colac to Beech Forest in 1902 gave an immediate boost to local economic
activity and the use of the hotel by railway passengers during the time-tabled refreshment halt at the
Gellibrand station would have encouraged the hotel owner to upgrade facilities.
The next major additions were by Charles Sharp who, from 1934 to 1939, undertook four building
programs that doubled the size of the hotel. The accommodation wing on the north side dates from this
period.
In the period from 1946 to 1968 Jim Fry modernised the bar area and closed in the archway inserted by
Joseph Marks in the early twentieth century.
The main road was realigned in the 1970s, completely bypassing the hotel. As a result, the present aspect
and entrances from the south and east does not do justice to the building.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Gellibrand Hotel is a single storey brick hotel with a painted corrugated iron gable roof. At the core of
the building is a late-Victorian building, constructed on a domestic scale. The existing building is an
amalgam of many and varied alterations which have been carried out to update and renew the original
building. External alterations include installation of new windows and doors, a bush-carpentered skillion
verandah and ancillary rooms. The original 1905 building is much altered.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially altered
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

WONGA PARK WINDBREAK

Ref. No. : 201
Location :

385 Wonga Road
Gellibrand

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Windbreak Avenue located on Wonga Road leading to Wonga Park comprises approximately 150
mature Cypress trees planted to protect, to mark property boundaries and to enhance the landscape, and
extends north to south in two rows along the western boundary of Crown Allotment 29a, Parish of
Yaugher, now LP13440. The Windbreak Avenue is of historic and aesthetic importance to the Shire of
Colac Otway. The Windbreak Avenue is of historic importance through association with the significant
role played by windbreak plantings in the Shire as a mechanism for the protection and containment of
stock and crops, the delineation of property boundaries, and the protection of homestead and gardens. The
Windbreak Avenue is important in exhibiting the aesthetic characteristics of windbreak plantings that
have generated much of the visual character of the Shire's broader landscape.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Fences & Boundaries (3.5.2)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Wonga Park, located on Crown Allotment 29a in the Parish of Yaugher was taken up in 1877 under the
terms of the selection acts by William Clarkson, a miner from 'Piggoreet'. The property was inspected in
1879 and again in 1882 to ensure Clarkson was fulfilling the terms of the selection act by residing on,
fencing and cultivating the land. By 1882 the small two-roomed timber house built by 1879 had been
extended to four rooms. He had also built post and chain, picket and log and brush fences, had sunk a
well, built a piggery, cleared land and had cultivated oats, potatoes, peas and cabbages. Clarkson was
doing well. But in March 1884 he was hit by disaster. A bushfire stormed through the Otways and
destroyed everything (see PROV 626/908-219/19.20). By 1896 Crown Allotment 29a had been
transferred to Colin Tulloh. Tulloh was a wealthy Colac merchant, grazier and investor. It is probable that
Colin Tulloh commenced construction of the present residence at Wonga Park shortly after gaining
possession. Tulloh would probably have employed a manager and not actually lived on site. It is likely,
judging from the rate book entries, that the homestead was enlarged in 1907. It was probably at about this
time that the garden was planted, including a number of Washington Palms. Tulloh quit the property in
1912, which by then comprised 911 acres. Wonga was then acquired by Bernard Cunningham, a grazier
from Portland. On Cunningham’s death in 1928, Lawrence Ellerton bought the property, then comprising
1,047 acres. By the mid-1950s it was owned and occupied by John and Ruby Strickland. The residence
underwent a number of additions, alterations and renovations in the twentieth century.
The pastoral property of Wonga Park now provides an excellent example of large windbreak plantings.
Whilst it is not possible to accurately date their planting, the cypress avenue was planted sometime after
Tulloh gained occupancy to provide a windbreak as well as an attractive avenue leading to the Wonga
Park house. Anecdotal information suggests those forming the boundary of Clarkson's original selection
are earlier and were planted by 1930. The avenue was planted adjacent to a road reserve that was in
existence in 1867, according to a map drawn up that year titled 'New track from east coast to Colac'
(PROV ibid.). The road reserve was finally formally gazetted in 1904 and remained in spite of objections
form various owners including the Stricklands, to "provide acces to Gellibrand River and to the frontages
along the rivers and to the extreme south west corner of the Parish of Yaugher" (PROV 5357/3925). In
1962 Strickland argued, in favour of purchasing portions of the reserve, that the road was 'blind' or a
dead-end, and "in one place approaching the river is almost impossible for at least half a mile where the
drop is over 700 ft. the roadway", he added to emphasis his point, "is not trafficable owing to the physical
features (ibid.). Although portions of the road were finally sold, parts still remain as gazetted road
reserves.
It was along the boundary of this road reserve that the avenue now totalling nearly 150 cypress trees was
planted.
Large windbreak plantings such as that surviving at Wonga Park are landscape elements that have played a
significant role throughout the history of landscape development in the Shire. These mass plantings have
not only been an important technical mechanism for the protection and containment of stock and crops, the
delineation of property boundaries, and the protection of homestead and garden development, but they have
also generated much of the visual character of the broader landscape.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION : (Inspection required by a horticulturalist)
Two rows of about 150 cypress trees planted along the road reserve forming the north west boundary of
LP13440, 76 on the immediate boundary and 71 on the LP13441 boundary.
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Name of Place :

TEACHER’S RESIDENCE
Ref. No. : 202

Location :

20 Irrewarra School Road
Irrewarra

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The former Teacher’s Residence, located on Irrewarra School Road, Irrewarra, was erected in timber by
the Victorian Public Works Department in 1933. It is now in private ownership. The former Teacher’s
Residence is of historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The former Teacher’s Residence is
historically important through association with the former Irrewarra School and community, and the
closer settlement policies of the mid-twentieth century. The former Teacher’s Residence is historically
important in demonstrating the commitment of the government to housing its public servants in rural
areas. The former Teacher’s Residence is also important as a substantial attractive weatherboard school
residence designed by the Education Department in the early to mid-twentieth.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Public Housing (8.2.3)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Irrewarra Estate was subdivided under the Soldier Settlement Scheme by the Commonwealth
Government in 1920. The result was an increase in population of the area, including school-aged children.
In 1922 the Victorian Education Department acquired land for a school, in Irrewarra School Road,
adjacent to the Ballarat rail link, and a school started operating in 1923 with an enrolment of 40 children.
Initially the teacher lived in Colac, five and a half miles away, which, apparently, resulted in a high
turnover of teachers (see PROV 795/2966). So, the school committee in 1928 began to canvass the
Education Department to supply a teacher's residence close to the school at Irrewarra. By 1933 the
Education Department had given in and the Public Works Department constructed a four-roomed
residence. This residence also included a 'sleep-out', in keeping with current attitudes towards the benefits
of sleeping in fresh air. The residence was first occupied by teacher H T McConville in August 1933. By
1947 it was occupied by Michael Austin and was described as containing two bedrooms, 12 x 12 and 12 x
10; a sitting room 12 x 12; kitchen, 16.6 x 12; sleep-out, 16.6 x 12; bathroom, detached laundry, fuel
shed, and a tank water service.
By 1944 numbers at the school had dwindled to 16 - nine girls and seven boys. Like many other schools
in Shire after the Second World War and improved transport, Irrewarra School closed and was
subsequently removed.
The former teacher’s residence at Irrewarra provides evidence of the school that previously existed on the
adjacent site, and is also a reminder of the thriving community that was created at Irrewarra by the post
World War One Soldier Settlement Scheme.
The residence also provides information about the Victorian government's commitment to not only
providing educational facilities in rural areas, but also to providing public housing for its employees.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An attractive substantial weatherboard Inter-War residence, carefully designed to accommodate its western
orientation by the incorporation of a return verandah and unusually deep boxed eaves. Low angled
corrugated iron clad roof and simple brick chimney, traditional double hung timber sash windows, set in a
fairly isolated location.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

Colac Otway Her itag e Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

IRREWARRA HOUSE ESTATE
Ref. No. : 203

Location :

85 Irrewarra School Road

Irrewarra

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Irrewarra House Estate, located at 85 Irrewarra School Road, Irrewarra, is a second generation homestead
complex developed in 1886 for John Calvert whose father settled on the Irrewarra Run in 1840. The
complex includes a stable and dairy complex, a bluestone water-tank, the archaeological remains of the
residence, and remnant garden layout and plantings. Irrewarra House Estate is of scientific
(archaeological and horticultural), aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway.
Irrewarra House Estate is of scientific (archaeological) importance for the potential afforded to gain
information about the site, about lifestyles and settlement patterns in the Shire. Irrewarra House Estate is
of scientific (horticultural) importance for the survival of many of its plantings, demonstrating both the
broad suite of ornamental plants in use in Victorian private gardens including an extensive use of
Australian species, the preponderance of which is suggestive of the high priority to trial species which
suited the rural environment. Irrewarra House Estate is of aesthetic importance demonstrated in the design
of the stable and dairy complex. Irrewarra House Estate is of historic importance as an illustration of
second-generation pastoralist values and aspirations, and provides valuable contrasts to the nearby 1840s
Irrewarra Homestead.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Squatters & Pastoral Settlement (3.1); Farming (3.6)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
John Calvert, one of the district’s first squatters, settled at Irrewarra in the 1840s [site #204]. Soon after
his arrival he constructed ‘Irrewarra Homestead’, in Ryans Road.
John Calvert jnr inherited the Irrewarra run after Calvert’s death in 1869. In 1886 ‘Irrewarra House’, a
two-storey brick mansion, was completed to a Davidson and Henderson design for John Calvert jnr and
his wife Margaret, daughter of ‘Werribee Park’s’ Andrew Chirnside. At the same time a large stable and
dairy complex was built, also to the design of Davidson and Henderson. The garden was laid out with
exotic plantings, many of which survive today. A large bluestone well was also constructed to hold water
siphoned from Lake Corangamite to water the garden.
The Commonwealth Government in 1920 subdivided the Irrewarra estate for Soldier Settlement farms.
The house was demolished in the 1940s. The stables and dairy complex survives and has been converted
into a bakery by a descendent of the family.
The surviving elements of John Calvert jnr’s ‘Irrewarra House’ illustrate the life style inherited by
second-generation pastoralists. It also provides an indication of their values and aspirations and contrasts
with the 1840s house and stables built by John Calvert senior in Ryans Road.
The ‘Irrewarra House’ site demonstrates relatively good extant evidence compared to many sites in
Victoria. In comparison to the Monmoor Butter Factory and Vineyard in Marong Shire, ‘Irrewarra House’
is more intact and extensive in terms of its dairy complex, but is not associated with a developed homestead
site. ‘Barongarook House’ is a similar but earlier development, although not nearly as extensive in terms of
plant materials.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION : ARCHAEOLOGICAL
Irrewarra House Estate consists of the archaeological remains of the main dwelling, extant stables (in
excellent condition) and dairy, a large and unusual bluestone water tank and remnants of a once-extensive
garden. The site comprises extensive sub-surface bluestone footings with a slate dampcourse, which are the
remains of the original homestead. Dating from the 1880s, the site includes the homestead remains, an
intact brick domed well and an exotic mature garden. There are a few broken bricks scattered around, some
of which appear to be homemade. There is a brick pit made out of hand made bricks with attached ceramic
drainage pipe visible. A small wooden outhouse (toilet) with a wooden shingled roof is still standing in the
southern section of the site, adjacent to where the homestead once stood. The site extends approximately 30
metres (north/south) by 50 metres (east/west). The remains are essentially intact in a sub surface context.
The owner of the site had cleared back vegetation and debris to expose the footings at surface level. The
owner has been advised of the recommended heritage listing and has now fenced off the site for protection.
Condition :
Integrity :

Excellent
Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair Ruins

Poor
Ruins
Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

Note: As the site is listed on the Heritage Victoria Inventory, ‘Consent’ would need to be gained from Heritage
Victoria prior to any part of the site being altered in any way.

(Physical Description cont.)

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION : STRUCTURES
The substantial architect-designed stable, dairy and servants quarters remain substantially intact to the north
of the homestead site. Built as three wings arranged in a U-shape, the building with its timber windows and
solid tongue and groove timber doors, decorative timber barge boards and finials, corrugated metal roof and
brick chimneys are a reminder of the once impressive colonial rural estate.
Condition :
Integrity :

Excellent

Good

Fair Ruins

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Poor
Ruins
Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION : HORTICULTURAL
Evidence of the garden’s developments includes an entry and elegant serpentine drive (the alignment of
which nevertheless requires confirmation), and an open area in front of the house (bisected by the drive)
which appears to have been a large lawn with garden beds at its edges. The remaining trees, both here and
throughout the length of the drive, suggest a bold and typically Victorian planting, as well as a complex
design in terms of species variation. While use of Australian species was not atypical, the preponderance of
these species remaining in this collection is suggestive of the high priority to trial species that suited the
environmental conditions. Species include several Tracycarpus fortunei (Chinese Windmill Palm),
Cupressus macrocarpa (Monterey Cypress) and other Cupressus spp. (C. funebris (Funeral Cypress), C.
‘Aurea’ (Golden Cypress), Pinus pinea (Stone Pine), P. radiata (Monterey Pine), Schinus molle var. areira
(Peppercorn), Ulmus spp. (Elms), Acmena smithii (Lilly Pilly), Lophostemon confertus (Queensland Brush
Box), Brachychiton populneus (Kurrajong), B. discolor (Lace Bark Tree), Pittosporum sp. (Pittosporum),
Araucaria heterophylla (Norfolk Island Pine), A. bidwillii (Bunya Bunya Pine), A. cunninghammii (Hoop
Pine – not confirmed), Photinia spp. (Photinia), and some large possibly remnant Eucalyptus sp. The
bottom reaches of the drive are planted with Ulmus spp. (Elms) (mostly suckering), which extend along the
perimeter plantings of the property and ‘home paddock’. Two large Pinus radiata (Monterey Pines) are
specimens on the east boundary of the home paddock.
Condition :
Integrity :

Excellent
Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor
Ruins
Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

IREWARRA HOMESTEAD
Ref. No. : 204

Location :

20 Ryans Road

Irrewarra

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Colonial Georgian vernacular Irrewarra Homestead, located on Ryans Road, Irrewarra, was
commenced in the mid-1840s by squatter John Calvert, who had taken up the Irrewarra Run in the early
1840s. Victorian Georgian additions were subsequently added at right angles to the original dwelling. An
L-shaped coach house and stables complex was also built of stone to the west of the house. Irrewarra
Homestead is important to the State of Victoria as a rare example of its type. Irrewarra Homestead is of
aesthetic and historic importance to the State of Victoria. Irrewarra Homestead is important as a rare
example of a Colonial Georgian homestead and illustrates a continuum in its extensions. Irrewarra
Homestead is aesthetically important as an excellent example of an early vernacular rural homestead,
designed in the old Colonial Georgian style with impressively thick random bluestone masonry work and
set in an historic farm complex that includes an early coach house and stables complex. Irrewarra
Homestead is historically important for its association with Victoria’s early settlement and land use.
Irrewarra Homestead is historically important for its ability to demonstrate the vernacular construction
methods adopted in Victoria’s Port Phillip District period. Irrewarra Homestead is historically important
in juxtaposition with the second-generation properties of the area, Irrewarra House and Gnarwyn, which
collectively demonstrate the wealth accrued and the success of the district’s squatters as wool producers.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : State

Nominate for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register.

THEMES : Squatters & Pastoral Settlement (3.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
John Calvert, one of the district’s first squatters, arrived in the Port Phillip District (Victoria) at the age of
33 from Van Dieman’s Land (Tasmania) in 1840. In partnership with his nephew John Bell, he purchased
the leasehold for 68,280 acres from Captain Pollock. But the partnership soon dissolved and Pollock’s
original run was divided into three holdings, Irrewarra, Corangamite and Watch Hill. Initially, because
squatters did not own freehold and had no security of tenure, Calvert kept housing and fixed equipment to
a minimum. But in the mid 1840s new regulations were gazetted allowing squatters to purchase 320
acres, and later up to 640 acres, of their runs as a pre-emptive right in recognition of their pioneering
efforts. It is probable that soon after purchasing his pre-emptive right to Irrewarra, Calvert commenced
construction of the single-storey, rubble and basalt house. The house subsequently underwent various
alterations and extensions until it finally comprised 22 rooms. The timber servant’s quarters, which were
part of the homestead complex, have now been demolished. Adjacent to the house an L-shaped coach
house and stables complex was built of stone, with a shingle roof. This has now been covered with iron.
John Calvert died in 1869 and the property was taken over by his son, John Calvert jnr, who remained
living at Irrewarra Homestead until 1886, when Irrewarra House was constructed in Irrewarra School
Road [site #203]. After 1886 John Calvert jnr’s son, Andrew Chirnside Calvert, occupied Irrewarra
Homestead for a number of years.
In the 1920s portions of the Irrewarra Estate was taken over by the Commonwealth Government and
subdivided for Soldier Settlement. E C Hitchings took the farm created around the Irrewarra Homestead.
Hitchings’ descendants still own and occupy the dwelling. They market Irrewarra Ice Cream, which is
manufactured on the property from the dairy products produced by their herds.
Irrewarra Homestead provides important information about the early settlement of Victoria, the construction
methods and materials utilised in structures in the Port Phillip District and, after 1851, Colonial Victoria. It
also provides information about the affects of Commonwealth Government policy in subdividing land in
early twentieth century Victoria.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An old Colonial Georgian or vernacular homestead with a later Victorian Georgian addition built at right
angles to the earlier structure, providing two distinct architectural styles. The earliest building is a long
low structure constructed with thick random bluestone rubble walls, possibly with combination mud/lime
stucco both externally and internally. Symmetrically laid out, single room cell width with broken back
roof, jerkin mansard gable ends, massive low chimney, enclosed rear verandah and box room to north
front verandah, Georgian styled front panelled door and multi-pane timber windows. The later side
addition is a taller structure, early Victorian in style, rectangular in form, closed eaves, steeper pitched
corrugated iron clad roof spanning greater room widths, with regular course masonry walls and simple
brick chimneys.
The large stable and dairy complex in the rear farm courtyard appears to have a similar construction to the
earlier building and is likewise built of thick random bluestone rubble walls, with an application of exterior
mud/lime stucco, but the roof design suggests it was completed at a slightly later date, possibly constructed
when the addition was erected to the early cottage. This is evidenced by similarly styled closed eaves,
steeply pitched corrugated iron clad roof and similar spans and heights.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

-

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

FARM COMPLEX
Ref. No. : 205

Location :

205 Warrowie Road
Irrewarra

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Farm Complex is located at 205 Warrowie Road, Irrewarra. The timber architect-designed House was
built in 1930 for George Collins on land gained through the Commonwealth government’s World War I
Soldier Settlement Scheme. The garden was planted at about the same time. The cream brick Dairy
Complex was built in the 1950s in response to technological advances in milking and the introduction of
electric milking machines. The Farm Complex is of historic and aesthetic importance to the State of
Victoria. The House is of historic importance for association with the Commonwealth Government’s
Soldier Settlement Scheme, and for its ability to demonstrate the affect of the scheme on the Shire’s
settlement patterns. The Farm Complex is important for association with twentieth century dairy farming
in the area, and for the ability of the Diary Complex to demonstrate technological advances in the
industry. The House is aesthetically important as a good representative example of an intact twentieth
century homestead on a dairy farm.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : State

Nominate for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register.

THEMES : Soldier Settlement (3.2.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The house and dairy complex at 205 Warrowie Road was built by George Collins after he gained land
under the Commonwealth Government’s post-First World War Soldier Settlement Scheme.
The Closer Settlement Board purchased about 20,000 acres for returned soldiers in the Colac Otway
Shire, providing over 300 farms. Included in the board’s purchases were two of the largest estates
remaining in the district at Irrewarra and Dreeite in 1920.
At Irrewarra, John Calvert jnr’s ‘Irrewarra Estate’ was subdivided into lots and settled mostly as dairy
farms. The land at Irrewarra was better than that at Dreeite, and comprised sweeping volcanic plains with
transport conveniently accessible at Irrewarra Railway Station. The Colac market was also close, as was
the Colac Dairying Company and the Irrewarra Cream Company on the Colac-Ballarat Road.
Collins was 33 years old when he gained allotment 36, comprising 85 acres, and allotment 43, 66 acres, in
1920. By 1922 he had built his house on the latter allotment. Collins also undertook other improvements
in the 1920s, including sinking a well, erecting a windmill, developing a water supply, and building a cow
shed, silo, barn and engine shed.
In spite of high interest rates, drought and the economic Depression of the 1930s, Collins managed to
make a success of his farm. In 1930 he was able to employ an architect to design a larger, five-roomed
house, and had also been able to afford to buy a car, for which he built a garage in 1929.
By 1937 Collins was described in reports as ‘one of the most outstanding settlers in the district’ (VPRO
8356/86.6)
Advances in the dairying industry and increased population in the mid-twentieth century allowed the
Collins farm to continue developing. The introduction of milking machines in the 1960s required the
construction of new dairies, supplied by electricity. In the last decades of the twentieth century the size of
herds increased commensurate with improvements in mechanised milking, and dairies again were
enlarged.
George Collins died in 1977 when he was 90 years of age.
The Collins farm complex is now important in providing information about soldier settlement patterns in
the shire, and the successes of some returned servicemen in farming their land. It is also important in
demonstrating twentieth century advances in the dairy industry in the shire.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A substantial architect-designed attractive weatherboard farm homestead built in the Inter-war period, in
1930, and designed in the Bungalow architectural style with deep eaves, decorative half timber and shingle
gable ends, squat brick chimney, timber windows and front entrance verandah. The house is set in an
established garden with mature palm trees and hedges. Adjacent to the house is a cream brick dairy
complex, probably built about the 1950s.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

BIBLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (former)
Ref. No. : 206

Location :

1920 Irrewillipe Road
Irrewillipe

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The former Bible Christian church, later Methodist and then Uniting Church, located at 1920 Irrewillipe
Road, East Irrewillipe, was built in timber and opened in 1886 on land donated by the Cornish selector
William Bottrell. The former Bible Christian church is of historic importance to the Shire of Colac
Otway. The former Bible Christian church is of historic importance through demonstrating the smaller
denominations that flourished in the Shire, and in indicating other religions that existed besides those
main-stream with larger congregations. The church is historically important in indicating the size of the
selector-settlement in the Irrewillipe area, which supported a number of denominations. The church is
also historically important in illustrating the level of religious worship in the Shire in the late nineteenth
and twentieth centuries.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Irrewillipe area began to be settled in the 1860s as a result of the Nicholson and Duffy Land Acts. By
the 1880s all land had been taken up in the area, much by Scottish immigrants, and a township had been
settled in which a number of the main stream denominations had established churches, including the
Presbyterians and Wesleyan Methodists.
However, some denominations had such small congregations that the members were unable to
accumulate the necessary resources to erect a church. One such congregation were the Bible Christians.
The Bible Christians were formed in Cornwell in 1819, the religion was brought to South Australia by
Cornish miners, and from there to Victoria where it flourished for a period - by 1901 there were 107 Bible
Christian churches in Victoria - until eventually joining with Wesleyan Methodists and others to form the
Methodist Church of Australasia in 1902.
Denominations like Wesleyanism allowed lay preachers, and the Bible Christians were even particularly
unique in allowing women preachers. This meant those like Bible Christians were more flexible in
establishing religious observance in remote and newly settled areas because, unlike the main stream
churches which required the approval from a higher authority, these denominations led by lay preachers
could conduct services anywhere.
Mr John Coleman, a local Colac businessman, was one such lay preacher. He built a little wooden chapel
for his Bible Christian congregation in Gellibrand Street, Colac in the 1860s but, although initially
supported, the church finally closed in 1874 because of lack of support. The Bible Christians, however,
continued to thrive in Camperdown, and in 1885 the minister began visiting Irrewillipe where he
preached and conducted services in the local school. By then a church building fund had been formed by
settlers who belonged to a range of smaller denominations, and soon after William Botterell, who married
in Cornwall in 1868 before migrating to Victoria and selecting land in Irrewillipe in the late 1870s,
donated land for the church on Irrewillipe Road, East Irrewillipe, east of Tomahawk Creek Road and the
Township of Irrewillipe. Other parishioners donated money, material or their labour to the building fund,
and on 24 January 1886 a small timber church was formally opened. The church was used by parishioners
representing several denominations, and a Sunday school was also conducted in a room at the rear of the
church building.
In June 1977 the Presbyterian, Congregationalist and Methodist Churches joined to form the United (?
Uniting) Church.
The number of worshippers shrank commensurate with the number of landholders in the district, as
simultaneously access to Colac's churches became easier with the introduction of motor cars, and the
church became redundant.
It now survives as a reminder of a larger settlement in Irrewillipe, of a period of greater religious worship
and, more importantly, of the number of non-mainstream religions that operated within the Shire.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A small timber frame and weatherboard Church with corrugated painted iron clad roof designed in a simple
understated style, only the architectural form and differing heights of small attached entrance porch and
chancel at opposites ends of the main nave section, indicate its ecclesiastical use. A nearby mature Cypress
tree contributes to its characteristic church setting.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

HOUSE
Ref. No. : 207

Location :

430 Red Johanna Road
Johanna

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The House, located at 430 Red Johanna Road, Johanna, was built in 1936 by Charles Speight on land
selected by his father John Speight in 1899. The House is a single storey dwelling with asymmetrically
composed facade under a red corrugated iron gable roof that incorporated a purpose-built room for the
Johanna post office and telephone exchange. The dwelling has been extended to the east with the addition
of a garage door and upper storey. The House is of historic and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac
Otway. The House is historically important in demonstrating the life style of a second-generation selector
family. The House is historically important in illustrating, in the structure and particularly through the
former post office, the communication services available in the mid-twentieth century to the Shire’s
isolated communities. The House and surrounding landscape is aesthetically important for the ability to
demonstrate the pattern and period of later settlement and the ubiquitous domestic aspirations of the
period.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Settlement by Selection (3.2.2)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
John Speight arrived in the Colony of Victoria with his new bride Abigail in the late 1880s. They were
one of the many who migrated to wealthy prosperous Melbourne – then dubbed the ‘Athens of the South’
– in the 1880s. John and Abigail spent some time in Melbourne where John continued his trade as a
cabinetmaker. They lived at Clifton Hill and had three children, all of whom died in infancy. By the mid1890s the Speights had moved to Warrnambool, probably to seek better opportunities than those available
in Melbourne which by then was affected by an economic depression which culminated in bank collapses
in 1893. In Warrnambool the Speights heard about the availability of land in the Otways at Johanna, and
in 1899 selected Crown Allotment 29B (109 acres) and 29A (131 acres) in the Parish of Aire when John
Speight was 34 years old.
The Speights built a small timber house on Crown Allotment 29B and started a dairy herd. Other selectors
made butter and packed it into 56 lb boxes and transported it by packhorse to Beech Forest. Because of
the difficulties in transporting dairy produce from isolated Johanna, they began to manufacture cheese.
This was carted to Beech Forest at first, until the line was extended through to Crowes in 1911. The
problems of transporting produce to Beech Forest were not the only difficulties facing settlers at Johanna
like the Speights. The community was also isolated from medical services. Abigail Speight went to Beech
Forest in 1905 to have their last child Cyril, probably with the help of Dr Backhouse who had been
employed by the Otway Medical Association formed by Beech Forest residents in 1904.
In 1931 the property was transferred to John Speight’s son, Charles William Speight who had been born
at Port Campbell. In 1936 Charles Speight built the current house, this time on Crown Allotment 29B. It
was the third constructed by the Speight family. The post office and telephone exchange operated from a
purpose-built room with its own entrance for customers until the last decades of the twentieth century.
The house provides important information about the development of the Shire and the difficulties posed in
isolated settlements. Additional importance accrues through the survival of family photos that date back the
early settlement of the area in 1896.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The selectors house is located on the remote Red Johanna Road and is set abruptly amongst the green
paddocks and rolling hills of the Johanna River valley. The house and ancillary parts resembles a suburban
allotment adrift in a rural setting. It includes a suite of elements typical of suburban planning, including
facing the main road, a side driveway leading to a rear (single car) garage, a font picket fence and hedged
side boundaries, flanked to the east by three conifers of two species and a Canary Island Palm. The house is
a single storey dwelling with asymmetrically composed facade under a red corrugated iron gable roof.
Locals have informed that the house was designed to include a purpose-built room, with separate entrance,
for the Johanna post office and telephone exchange. This room survives although the equipment has been
removed. The numbers ‘1 9 3 6’ have been fixed above the main door. The dwelling has been extended to
the east with the addition of a garage door and upper storey. Although alterations have been undertaken to
the house, the original appears to survive in good condition.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

HENRY'S NETTLE & CARISBROOK SAWMILLS
Ref. No. : 208

Location :

Kennett River
GR 740570718279

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC B15

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (Source: Norm Houghton)
These two mills represent the final phase of bush based sawmills working in and around the log supply.
The 1939 bushfire caused a reappraisal of bush based mills and later mills were only permitted to be
established out of the bush in nearby settlements.

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The network of tramways and mills out of the Sunnyside area represent Henry’s 1930s and 1940s solution
to logging and milling at sites remote from immediate rail access. The Nettle and Carisbrook mills were
installed in the 1930s, used internal combustion rail tractors on sawn timber haulage, modern industrial type
boilers and power plants and the latest log winches. Workers lived at the sites so there were settlements
associated with the mills. The log line out of the Carisbrook mill ran along the creek for several kilometres
south and was served by numerous winch sites.
Most of the access tram to these mills has been built over for road works but at the mill sites themselves
much remnant evidence lies undisturbed. This includes house and hut sites and bushfire dugouts The log
tram remnants for the Carisbrook mill are intact.
Condition Excellent Substantially intact

Colac Otway Her itag e Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

GENERAL STORE
Ref. No. : 209

Location :

15 Great Ocean Road

Kennet River

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Kennet River General Store was built of timber in 1947. The Kennet River General Store is of
historic, social and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Kennet River General Store is
historically important in demonstrating the impact of the construction of the Great Ocean Road in the
previously remote coastal regions of the Shire. Built in response to the sale of holiday allotments at
Kennet River, the General Store is socially important in illustrating the increased interest in leisure and
recreational pursuits that occurred in the mid-twentieth century. The Kennet River General Store is of
aesthetic interest for its use of dynamic and innovative architectural features, demonstrated in the
window wall and skillion roof which were popularly used in the post war period.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Recreation (9.3)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Great Ocean Road, constructed in the early 1930s, provided easier access to major tourist places along
the Shire’s coastline. This easier access occurred simultaneously with social change. Wages increased as
Victoria rapidly industrialised after the Second World War. Shorter working hours and better wages made
the pursuit of leisure available to more people and stimulated tourism.
Although a small settlement at Kennet River was started in 1941 when Syd Armistead set up his sawmill
and built eight houses for his mill workers, it was not until after war time restrictions that further growth
occurred. The first formal subdivision at Kennet River, comprising 31 allotments, was made to the west of
the sawmill in 1947. The Sale Notice called for those “desiring a seaside home” to purchase land, and
extolled the advantages of Kennet River which then boasted a “new general store and post office [where]
bread, meat and milk is delivered daily.”
The presence of a store was important to holidaymakers, who often stayed for the entire January school
holidays, and were comparatively isolated from other sources of daily needs with Wye River, the closer
settlement, a difficult half mile drive.
The store is important for demonstrating not only the impact of the Great Ocean Road construction and
rising levels of car ownership, but also the increased leisure and disposable income available to post World
War Two Victorians.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The general store is located in a small carpark set off the Great Ocean Road on an arterial road that leads to
a residential subdivision and the holiday shacks of Kennet River. Whilst the buildings of the store complex
have been developed during the mid twentieth century, the store shop front, with large glazed window wall
and dynamically pitched skillion roof, demonstrates the store’s first stage of development during the post
World War period.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

Colac Otway Her itag e Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

DUGOUT
Ref. No. : 210

Location :

Grey River Road (GR 745260717090)
Kennett River

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC C 67

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (Source: Norm Houghton)
This dugout was built as a bushfire refuge in accordance with Forests Commission regulations after the
1939 bushfires and is the only surviving example of a once common feature in remote logging areas.
Sawmilling at Kennett River was comparatively late in arriving because there was no access until the
Great Ocean Road was opened. In 1941 Syd Armistead erected a mill at Kennett River in the era after the
1939 bushfires and by then the Forests Commission had regulations about protecting bush workers that
required dug outs at mills and on logging sites. The site is central to the surrounding logging activities
undertaken by Armistead’s mill at Kennett River.
A walkway approaches at right angles to the main doorway and the entrance was lined with concrete and
earth walls. The dugout roof has collapsed but traces of the support beams remain and the site is
otherwise undisturbed.
Condition Good

Substantially intact.

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

CHILEAN WINE PALM (Jubaea chilensis)

Location :

155 Corangamite Lake Road
Larpent

Ref. No. : 211

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Chilean Wine Palm Tree (Jubaea chilensis) is located at 155 Corangamite Lake Road, Larpent and is
a garden remnant of Robertson's ‘The Hill’ pastoral estate. It is believed to have been planted by the Duke
of Edinburgh, Prince Albert while visiting ‘The Hill’ in 1868. The Palm is of scientific (botanic)
importance to the State of Victoria. The Palm is scientifically importance as the tallest known species in
the State, and rarer because of its exposed environment. The Palm is historically important for its
association with the Port Phillip District’s settlement by squatters before 1851. The Palm is historically
important for its association with pastoralist William Robertson, whose activities and developments were
notable in the early settlement of the Colac Otway Shire, and whose hosting of guests such as Prince
Albert demonstrated his social standing and the status of the property.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : State

Nominate for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register.

THEMES : Squatters & Pastoral Settlement (3.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
William Robertson arrived in the Port Phillip District from Van Dieman’s Land in 1842. He was one of
the original members of the Port Phillip Association, a group of 15, including John Batman, formed in
1835 in Van Dieman’s Land with the intention of shipping sheep and settling on the fine pasturelands of
what became know as the Port Phillip District. After the rejection by the Home Government of Batman’s
‘Treaty’ with local Indigenous groups, Robertson settled on the Korangamorah pastoral run (later
renamed ‘The Hill’). He also bought out Crown Lands Commissioner Foster Fyans’ established herd and,
using the herd as a base, bred pure Hereford and Shorthorns which were highly regarded throughout the
continent [site #237]. Robertson also bred light horses for the Indian market.
Robertson built ‘The Hill’ station, which was demolished in 1946. At ‘The Hill’, Robertson also planted a
garden of exotic trees which was described by ‘The Vagabond’, during his visit in 1885, as including
“English oaks and Californian pines, the wealth of flowers in the gardens, the orchards filled with fruit
…”.
Remnants of Robertson’s garden survive, notably a Chilean Wine palm said to have been planted in 1868
by the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Albert.
After his death, sections of Robertson’s property were divided amongst his sons. They built ‘Coragulac
House’ [site #1], ‘Glen Alvie’ [site #2] and ‘Cororooke House’ (demolished).
The role played by Robertson was important as one of the region’s early pastoralists. Like other pastoralists,
after establishing and acquiring capital, he consolidated ? his status by constructing a grand house, by planting
exotic gardens, and by entertaining lavishly. The surviving palm remains as a demonstration of Robertson’s
aspirations and the settlement of Victoria’s squatters.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
No. of Trees:
Est. Age:
Ht:
Canopy:
Circumference:

1
130years (planted c.1868)
12.7 m.
7.80m
3.77m (est.)

The single specimen Chilean Wine Palm (Jubaea chilensis) is a garden remnant of Robertson's ‘The Hill’
pastoral estate. The tree is estimated to be 130 years old and is over 12 metres in height. Its height and vigour
are accentuated by its location at the top of a small rise, and the tree is further remarkable by the exposed nature
of the site.

Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Assessment not relevant

Good

Fair

Poor

Poor Ruins
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Name of Place :

NORTHERN TIMBER COMPANY SAWMILL

Ref. No. : 212
Location :

Lavers Hill
GR 707246717530

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC C 98

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (Source: Norm Houghton)
Mills and logging operations of this vintage in the West Otways are poorly represented in the
archaeological record because of clearing and modern logging. This site is a rare survivor.
In 1921 this mill was installed by the War Service Homes Commission. The plant was modern and up to
date and logging equipment was very adequate to work the very difficult terrain. Access to the nearest
railway was provided by a tramway worked by a winch and horse. The log trams were also worked by
winches and horses. This operation used five winches, which was unusual. The mill was later worked by
the Northern Timber Co and cut out the site in 1927.
Remnant evidence of the operations has survived in many parts. The mill details are readily interpreted,
although a logging track has been put through parts of it. The log lines and some snig tracks are visible.
Condition: Good

Substantially: Intact

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

Colac Otway Her itag e Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

LAVERS HILL P-12 COLLEGE
Ref. No. : 213

Location :

10 College Drive
Lavers Hill

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Lavers Hill P-12 College was founded on the site of the town’s primary school, opened in 1910. The
P-12 College was opened in 1953 and was then known as the Lavers Hill Consolidated School. The
school building was formed by combining the surrounding district’s smaller timber school buildings. The
identity of the individual schools was retained within the Lavers Hill Consolidated School in the names of
the classrooms. In 1973 the present brick veneer school opened, replacing the disparate timber
consolidated buildings on the site. The Lavers Hill P-12 College and grounds are of social and historic
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Lavers Hill P-12 College is important as a place
demonstrating social and cultural associations, illustrated by the retention of the smaller schools’
identities in classroom names and by continuing to operate as a major unifying force within the Otways.
The Lavers Hill P-12 College demonstrates social importance through the school community’s efforts to
create and name the Cliff Young sporting facility in the school grounds. The Lavers Hill P-12 College is
historically important through its association with education in the district since 1910 and by illustrating,
through the increasing size of the school buildings, the demographics of the surrounding Otway regions.
The brick veneer main school building and hall is representative of a standardised design for government
schools during the 1970s. Due to the extensive demolition of earlier buildings the site has reduced
capacity to demonstrate its long use as a community school.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Schools (8.2.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Endorsement for the consolidation of primary schools in the districts where population was spread thinly
was widespread by the 1950s.
As a forerunner to the movement, the Lavers Hill Group School was established to consolidate a remote
group of small mountain schools in the Otway Ranges in 1951.
The grounds of the existing Lavers Hill State School, opened in 1910, were selected for the new school.
School buildings were brought to the site from within the consolidation area, including from Johanna
River, Wangerrip, Lower Gellibrand, Devondale North, and Weeaproinah, as well as from farther away
schools at Barongarook West and Mt Emu. These small school buildings were reassembled and recycled
on the Lavers Hill school site to form a single building. The identities of the former schools were retained
by using their names for classrooms.
In May 1953 the Lavers Hill Group School was declared a Consolidated School, and officially opened as
such by the Minister of Education, Mr Shepherd, in November of that year.
The recycled school buildings and infrastructure kept pace with enrolments and changing trends until
1969. It was then recognised that it was not economically viable to maintain the recycled, largely wooden,
school. A new, brick veneer, 12 class room wing was built and opened in February 1973.
Ultra-marathon runner Cliff Young provided the inspiration in 1982 for an all weather sport and
recreation facility in the school grounds, which was provided with government and community funds.
The school has become a great unifying force in the district and is the major focus of local interests in the
southern Otways.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Lavers Hill School comprises the main brick veneer school building, hall and grounds. The main school
building is designed using a formerly popular and widely used standardised design with central double
loaded corridor with class rooms and offices to either side, with a broad, low pitched roof over the
classrooms and a lower roof to the corridor providing high level windows to the classrooms. This particular
version of the standard design is constructed in brown brick and includes some well maintained
complementary planting and landscaping.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

JAPANESE FLOWERING CHERRY TREE (Prunus serrulata)

Ref. No. : 214
Location :

53-81 Great Ocean Road
Lavers Hill

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Japanese Flowering Cherry (Prunus serrulata) at the Lavers Hill Caravan Park is a specimen planted
at the former site of Cavan House in 1913. Cavan House was a boarding house built in 1903 and
demolished in 1989. A wedding present from the original owner to his wife in 1913, the tree was
transplanted when they settled at Lavers Hill and took over Cavan House. The Japanese Flowering Cherry
is of aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Japanese Flowering Cherry is
aesthetically important as an excellent mature example of this species, especially in terms of structure and
canopy and for its spring flowering and autumnal foliage. The Japanese Flowering Cherry is historically
important for association with the development of Cavan House, and as an example of the ways in which
people attempted to ‘settle’ in Victoria. The Japanese Flowering Cherry is historically important through
association with the development of Lavers Hill and settlement in the Otway Ranges.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In 1902 the narrow gauge railway provided access to the Otways and allowed the development of the
timber industry. The railway also provided transport for the produce of those selectors who had managed
to eke out a subsistence after gaining land in the last decades of the nineteenth century.
In 1903 Charles Trew set up a boarding house at Lavers Hill. Trew was an agent for the Colac company, J
G Johnston, who had established cattle sale yards at Lavers Hill. Trew recognised that many buyers and
sellers of stock needed accommodation at Lavers Hill on sale days, and constructed a boarding house that
he named Cavan House.
In 1918 Trew leased the premises to Mr Hall for three years, after which Jack and Mabel Hobson
purchased the property in 1921.
According to a reported conversation between Pauline Rickard (store owner) and Belle Evans (nee Isabel
May Hobson, born 1917, Colac), when Jack and Mabel Hobson purchased the property in 1921 and took
up residence at Cavan House, they brought with then a Japanese Flowering Cherry.
The Japanese Flowering Cherry had been a wedding present from Jack Hobson to his wife when they
married in 1913. It can therefore be estimated that the tree was originally planted in 1913, and
transplanted in its current location in about 1921. Early photographs are not clear enough to confirm the
location of the tree.
The property was subdivided in 1972 and, soon after, a caravan park was established and over-night
cabins were built.
Cavan House was demolished in 1989, but the Japanese Flowering Cherry survived.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
No. of trees: 1
Ht: 5m
Circumference:

Est. Age: 87 years (pl. 1913, transplanted 1921)
Canopy: 10.5 x 6.1m
multi-trunked

A single specimen of Prunus serrulata (Japanese Flowering Cherry) is located on the Great Ocean Road at
Lavers Hill Caravan Park, adjacent to a ‘portable’ style accommodation unit in the property approximately
15 metres from the roadside. The specimen is wide spreading, with an even multi-trunked structure and a
relatively even canopy (despite the building on its south side): it is an excellent mature example of the
species. The tree is well sheltered by a large windbreak to the north-west and other remnant plantings to the
north.
Confirmation of specific Prunus cultivar would be useful when in flower.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Assessment not Appropriate

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins
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Name of Place :

MELBA GULLY

Ref. No. : 215
Location :

35 Melba Gully Road
Lavers Hill

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION

IN 1997

LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT

LCC B164

Melba Gully, c.1920s
(Geelong Heritage Centre)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (not supplied by LCC study)

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Trevor Pescott provides the following information in The Otway Ranges (pp. 43-44):
The land which included Melba Gully had been purchased in the early 1920s by Mr Kingham for his
daughter Jessie Fry whose sister was a classic pianist. Together they names the most beautiful part of the
35 hectare property I honour of Dame Nellie Melba, and it became a favourite place for friends of Mrs Fry
to camp in summer.
In the 1920s Pioneer Tours, the bus company that took passengers from Apollo Bay to Port Campbell,
arranged for Mrs Fry to provide lunches for them, and until 1948 when buses were banned from the road
because of their size, the business flourished.
Mr Kitson bought the property about that time, and in 1958 sold it to Mr and Mrs Axel Madsen. … in 1975
Mr Madsen gave the land to the Victorian Conservation Trust to be managed by the National Parks
Service, and since that time the upgrading of walking tracks, and building boardwalks and other facilities,
has made Melba Gully one of the favourite places of the Otways.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Melba Gully is on one branch of the Johanna River, and retains a rainforest gully beneath Messmatedominated rising land. Myrtle Beech and Blackwood thrive in the valley with many species of ferns beneath
them.

The National Trust of Australia (Victoria) has Classified an Otway Messmate (Eucalyptus obliqua x E. regnans)
in the Gully as a tree of Local Significance.
The citation states that the tree is: "Particularly Old; Outstanding Size: circumference" and notes that it is:
"Known as The Big Tree, the Otway Messmate is a natural hybrid. The circumference of this specimen is
possibly one of the largest in Victoria."
Source: National Trust of Australia (Victoria) File No. T11057
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Name of Place :

MOOLERIC
Ref. No. : 216

Location :

715 Mooleric Road

Ombersley

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Mooleric, located at 715 Mooleric Road, Ombersley, is a single storey bluestone dwelling designed by
Davidson & Henderson in 1871 for James Ford Strachan, with two-storey additions, along with other
outbuildings, undertaken in 1923 for Robert Ramsay. Mooleric also comprises an extensive garden,
including an intact design of the main garden by the prominent horticulturist and garden designer William
Guilfoyle between 1903 and c.1911. Mooleric is of aesthetic and historic importance to the State of
Victoria. Mooleric is aesthetically important as a rare and intact private garden in the gardenesque style,
and is the best known private work of the prominent horticulturist and garden designer William Guilfoyle.
Mooleric is also aesthetically important for its ability to exhibit the good design characteristics of
Davidson and Henderson, demonstrated in the original single storey bluestone Gothic-influenced
Victorian house. The Mooleric garden, together with the house and outbuildings, are historically
important in demonstrating the lifestyle, values and aspirations of Western District landholders, many of
whom sort to demonstrate their wealth by establishing grand houses and elaborate gardens. The Mooleric
outbuildings, particularly the bluestone woolshed, are historically important through association with the
lucrative nineteenth century Victorian wool industry.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : State

Nominate for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register.

THEMES : Closer Settlement (3.1); Improving Homes (3.5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Mooleric illustrates the growth of homestead architecture in Victoria’s Western District. For a period in the
1860s few houses were constructed or enlarged as squatters focused on fighting or evading legislation
enacted to ‘unlock the land’. Then, in the late 1860s and 1870s with prosperity at its peak, homestead
architecture developed. The pastoral run on which Mooleric was constructed was originally part of the
Mount Hesse Estate, which was divided and taken up in 1841. The architects Davidson and Henderson
designed the house for the pioneering merchant and politician James Ford Strachan in 1871. Strachan was
an influential pastoralist, merchant, and Victorian MLA who had built Kirrewur [site #216] before taking
over Mooleric. Prominent member of the wool industry, Felix Armytage (1884-1890), purchased the
property from Strachan’s Estate in 1884. In 1899 Robert Ramsay bought Mooleric and extended the house
by adding a bluestone double-storey wing in 1923. This wing included a corner bay window to provide a
view of the garden. Further additions comprising a schoolroom were also built in 1923. The property also
incorporates various other structures, including the original kitchen, a woolshed and shearing shed and
servants quarters.
The garden was developed in 1903, during Robert Ramsay’s ownership, from a design by William
Guilfoyle. The garden is now an expression of the influence and importance of Guilfoyle. The intactness of
the Mooleric garden design demonstrates the mature expression of Guilfoyle’s style and is the best
remaining example of his private garden designs. The garden, together with the house and outbuildings,
reflects the lifestyle, values and aspirations of Western District landholders, many of who sought to
demonstrate their wealth by establishing grand houses and elaborate gardens.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION : STRUCTURES
Mooleric is a substantial bluestone pastoral residence sited well off Mooleric Road, amongst a formal
garden setting, and on rising ground overlooking extensive views of pastoral holdings to the south. The
building has been constructed in two main stages, the first being a single storey bluestone Gothic-influenced
Victorian dwelling with verandah to the entry and garden frontage, the second stage is a major twentieth
century addition constructed in bluestone, including a two storey section and tower. The latter addition has
been designed in a style complementary to the original building, with Gothic influences, but in a stripped
style lending a peculiarly institutional character to the later section. The property incorporates ancillary
building, including a bluestone woolshed, shearing shed and servants quarters adjacent to the residence and
visible from the approach driveway.
Condition :
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
Ruins
Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION : GARDEN
Mooleric, a homestead property, contains an extensive garden, including an intact design of the main
garden by William Guilfoyle. The main garden dates from 1903-c1911, although boundary windbreak
plantings of pine and cypress, and the serpentine driveway are extant from an earlier development. Other
garden areas, including some recent developments, are the orchard, kitchen garden, oak plantation and
extended Pinus radiata drive, tennis court and swimming pool. The main garden retains much of the design
and planting implemented according to instructions by William Guilfoyle. These elements include lawn
areas with views to the countryside, surrounded by arabesque garden beds, and incorporating gardenesque
style trees, shrubs and other plants (particularly palms, other monocots and evergreens), juxtaposed to
create strong lines, contrasts and colours of foliage. Hard landscape elements and fabric includes paths and
path edging materials (volcanic rock), rockery and pond, metal framed arbours and arches, and a stone and
metal sundial. Extensive documentation for the development of the garden also survives, including
Guilfoyle’s plans, sketches and plant species recommendations. These form a crucial historical resource.
Condition :
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
Ruins
Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

TURKEITH
Ref. No. : 217

Location :

715 Mooleric Road
Ombersley

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Turkeith is a homestead complex and garden located at 715 Moleric Road, Ombersley. The single-storey
bluestone homestead was built in 1865 for Felix Armytage and developed further by its subsequent owner
Urquart Ramsay. The property includes a bluestone wool shed and shearers' kitchen, bluestone-lined
wells, drystone walls and timber stables. Anecdotal evidence suggests that the former 'overseas' house
was originally built and used in the 1850s as one of the Mount Hesse No. 1 pastoral holding out-stations.
Surrounding the homestead is a garden designed by the prominent horticulturist and garden designer
William Guilfoyle. Turkeith is of aesthetic, architectural and historic importance to the State of Victoria.
Turkeith is aesthetically important through exhibiting the principal characteristics of William Guilfoyle's
gardenesque style and well balanced layout. Turkeith is architecturally important in demonstrating the
principle characteristics of a nineteenth century Western District homestead complex. The large-scale
twentieth century additions to the original residence and carefully landscaped formal garden are also
important in demonstrating the evolution of large rural properties, and their development by succeeding
generations. Turkeith’s is historically important in retaining ancillary and service buildings, including the
overseer’s house, a wool shed, a shearers' kitchen, bluestone-lined wells, drystone walls and a timber
stables, which combine to illustrate the growth of an important primary industry, wool growing, over a
150 year period.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : State

Nominate to the Victorian Heritage Register.

THEMES : Closer Settlement (3.1); Improving Homes (3.5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Originally part of Mount Hesse No. 1 pastoral holding, Turkeith was created following the subdivision and
auction of a portion of the land in 1858. Anecdotal evidence suggests that a bluestone hut was constructed
on what is now the Turkeith holding, in the 1850s and used as an out-station for the Mount Hesse run.
George Armytage purchased Turkeith for his son Felix, and in 1865 a ‘colonial style’ bluestone homestead
was constructed, possibly to a design developed by Felix Armytage. The bluestone cottage, believed to have
been built in the 1850s, was extended, and a woolshed and shearers’ kitchen were also constructed in 1865.
The cottage, woolshed and shearer’s kitchen have all undergone further extensions with weatherboard
additions. Drystone walls were also erected throughout the property. Following the death of Felix Armytage
in 1890, 11,800 acres of the property was auctioned in 1900. The homestead was then described as a
seventeen-roomed bluestone house surrounded by 'plantations and a good orchard'. Urquart Ramsay
purchased Turkeith in 1900. His brother Robert had bought Mooleric in 1899. William Robert Guilfoyle,
Director of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens, laid out the garden at Turkeith in the early 1900s. In 1919,
after the First World War, the homestead was renovated. The kitchen area was moved north, an office was
added to the north-eastern end of the homestead, and two bay windows with the Ramsay insignia in stained
glass were installed in the eastern wall. Possibly at about the same time, certainly before the 1920s, a large
weatherboard building was constructed to house the farmhands and extra seasonal labour. Stables, shearers’
wash house, and other buildings were also constructed at about the same time. Later a gardener’s cottage
was built, in c.1950s, and shearers’ bunkhouse in c.1970s. Other structures on the property include a potting
shed, an equipment shed, woodshed, large machinery and vehicular sheds, various water tanks, hayshed,
grain store and dry stone walls. The property is still owned by descendants of Urquart Ramsay.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION : STRUCTURES
The pastoral property Turkeith comprises a complex of principal house and garden and a collection of
ancillary buildings and structures, including sheds, fences and overseer’s house, located at the end of
Mooleric Road. The main house, constructed in two main phases, is a single storey symmetrical bluestone
Victorian dwelling with return verandah, facing a landscaped garden of central lawn surrounded by garden
beds and groups of specimen trees. Later additions to the original house comprised an extensive single
storey rear addition, incorporating dining and ancillary rooms, along with minor alterations to parts of the
original building’s verandah and windows. The overseer’s house is a small detached bluestone dwelling at a
distance from the main house and garden..
Condition :
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
Ruins
Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION : GARDEN
The general garden layout, including driveway, lawn area, some beds and specimen plantings, a series of
paths, earthenware drainage pipes, a dam and a perimeter stone wall, date from their design and
implementation in 1903-7, although an earlier garden had been in place well before then (from the 1860s).
Important trees include Araucaria bidwillii (Bunya Bunya Pine), Quercus robur (English Oak), Phoenix
canariensis (Canary Island Date Palm), Ulmus parvifolia (Chinese Elm – a more recent introduction), and
several original orchard trees. A full list of notable plants is provided by Kocsis (1997). A new driveway
alignment (1990s) has superseded that designed by Guilfoyle.
Condition :
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
Ruins
Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

MOUNT HESSE STATION
Ref. No. : 218

Location :

155 Mount Hesse Estate Road
Ombersley
SITE LISTED IN THE VICTORIAN HERITAGE REGISTER
VHR No. H 1208

VHR STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Mount Hesse Station was established as a pastoral property in the late 1830s by William Harding and
John Highett. Harding's homestead, the first homestead on the property, dates from the 1840s and was
built in several stages. It was originally constructed as a two-roomed stone cottage with a hipped roof;
later additions include a stone skillion kitchen to the rear and a weatherboard section on the north-west
corner. The Shepherd's Hut, built c.1849, sits at the back of Harding's homestead and is a single roomed
stone building with a simple hipped roof. The L-shaped stone stables were constructed in two stages, the
north-west wing was built in 1849 and the adjoining right-angled south-east wing in 1873. The 1844
elevated circular store building is clad with bead-edge softwood boards and stands on a wrought and cast
iron frame which bears its maker's mark and date. In 1852 the stone woolshed was constructed by
Harding for contract shearing and whilst still used for shearing today, the original twenty stands have
been reduced to nine. The woolshed has 20 inch thick walls, a vast helm roof and pronounced buttressing.
The main homestead was built c.1856 for William Timms (Senior) to the design of Backhouse and
Reynolds and was later extended by Davidson and Henderson for William Timms (Junior) in 1873. In
1941 the house was severely damaged by fire, although it was re-built in 1947 using some of the original
materials. The Lodge was built in 1873 for William Timms (Junior) as a three roomed gate lodge and it
sits adjacent to the original main gate entrance.
Mount Hesse Station is of architectural and historical significance to the State of Victoria.
Mount Hesse Station is of architectural significance as an extensive rural property containing rare and
intact buildings relating specifically to Victoria's pastoral industry. The buildings on the site describe the
early and successive functions of the property and demonstrate a direct linkage with early pastoral
activities in Victoria. The stables and the woolshed are amongst the oldest surviving examples of their
kind in Victoria and the circular store is a rare building type. The unusual form and positioning of the
small store building is thought to relate to mouse and rat prevention techniques. The extensive use of
vesiculated stone is uncommon on such a scale, as is the use of blackwood floors, and shingles and the
stone houses are representative of early dwellings in rural Victoria. The composite elements of Mount
Hesse Station result in the property being a complex of high architectural integrity, demonstrating both
functional requirements and architectural influences from the 1840s onwards. Mount Hesse Station is of
historical significance for its ability to describe Victoria's early pastoral industry. Established as a pastoral
run c.1837, Mount Hesse is an extensive and early example of agrarian farming and its buildings reflect
the evolution of pastoral and associated activities on the site. The property has historical associations with
a number of important figures in Victoria's history including early pastoralists John Highett and William
Harding, who first established the property, and later the Geelong merchants William Timms and John
Wilson, who owned the property from 1853 to 1856. William Timms, who by 1849 was Geelong's
biggest exporter of wool, became sole owner of Mount Hesse in October 1856 when he bought John
Wilson's share for £17, 500. The property was later broken up and acquired by Timms' sons and run as
three separate properties, 'Eurack' [site #191], 'Mountside' and 'Mount Hesse', Mount Hesse being the
homestead section and comprising 15,866 acres (6,400 ha). In 1882 James Kinninmonth purchased
Mount Hesse from William Timms (Junior) and it has been managed by the Kinninmonth family ever
since.
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

GNARWYN
Ref. No. : 219

Location :

960 Colac Ballarat Road
Ondit

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The red brick Italianate style Gnarwyn, at 960 Colac-Ballarat Road, Ondit, was built on land purchased
by local squatter John Calvert in the name of his son, Leonard Calvert, when he was five years old.
Gnarwyn was built in 1886 to a design of Davidson and Henderson for Leonard Calvert in the year of
Calvert’s marriage to Elizabeth Bradfute. Gnarwyn is of historic and aesthetic importance to the Shire of
Colac Otway. Gnarwyn is historically important for its association with the district’s early squatter, John
Calvert and the control he attempted to maintain over his original holdings by purchasing a ‘homestead’
block for his infant son. Gnarwyn is historically important for it association with the second-generation
settlement in the district. This second-generation were able to demonstrate the wealth accrued by their
parents through the construction of grand architect-designed houses. Gnarwyn is aesthetically important
as an excellent example of an early conservative Italianate style, red brick country house set in a remnant
garden. The weatherboard cottage at Gnarwyn is historically important for illustrating the simpler style of
life experienced by employees in contrast to the pastoralist-owners.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Improving Homes (3.5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
John Calvert, one of the district’s early squatters, arrived in the Port Phillip District (Victoria) from Van
Dieman’s Land (Tasmania) in the 1840s at the age of 33. In partnership with his nephew, John Bell, he
purchased Captain Pollock’s 68,280 acre leasehold. But the partnership between Calvert and Bell soon
dissolved, and Pollock’s earlier leasehold was divided into the Irrewarra [site #204], Corangamite and
Watch Hill [site #176] pastoral runs.
By the late 1850s Western District pastoralists became frightened by the demands for land ever-loudly
voiced by gold rush immigrants, and the upsurge in resentment towards them because of their vast
holdings. Many began to use the ‘pre-emptive rights’ provided under the 1847 Orders-in-Council to
secure their land. This ‘pre-emptive right’ allowed the squatters to purchase homestead blocks at £1 an
acre. The Order was due to expire in 1861-2, so squatters like John Calvert created new homestead blocks
purchased in the name of their children, many of whom were, like Calvert’s children, still very young.
John Calvert’s second son, Leonard Murray Calvert was born in 1852 and was only five years old when
the 1857 Shire Rate Books showed that he was the owner of 267 acres at Ondit.
Leonard Calvert married Elizabeth Bradfute Murray in 1886. In the same year Gnarwyn was built to a
design produced by the prominent Western District architects, Davidson and Henderson. In 1889 further
extensions were undertaken.
Anecdotal information, provided by the current owner, suggests the small timber cottage at the rear of the
house was constructed for the property’s workers at about the same time as Gnarwyn was built. However,
the cottage may well have been built earlier to legitimise claims that the land was a ‘homestead block’.
Further detailed inspection and research is required to confirm the construction date of the cottage.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Gnarwyn is a fine example of an Italianate two-storey red brick mansion designed by architects, Davidson
and Henderson. The original section to the house was built in 1886 with extensions in 1889. Further work
seems to have been anticipated, as a single storey bullnose return verandah is set between two, two-storey
projecting wings, instead of the more usual inclusion of a two-storey decorative cast iron balcony. As a
result, the two upper front windows are yet unresolved. Gnarwyn displays fine workmanship through the
use of Flemish bond face bricks, wide mortar joints, deeply cut corner quoining, a wide-bracketed cornice
beneath boxed eaves, segmental arched double hung windows with label moulds, coupled windows to the
front bay, tall brick chimneys with Italianate rendered caps, corrugated iron clad hip roof, cast iron
Corinthian columns and delicate decorative cast iron brackets and valance to the verandah. To the rear of
the building is a single storey early weatherboard cottage. This may have been the first residence on the site.
The whole complex stands in a large remnant garden.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

ONDIT MEMORIAL SCHOOL GROUND
Ref. No. : 220

Location :

10 Ondit Warrion Road

Ondit

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Ondit Memorial School Ground is located on the Ondit Warrion Road at Ondit and incorporates a
memorial gate, memorial stones, a flagpole, and remnant planting established when the school operated
on the site. The memorial ground was developed in about the 1950s by the local community to
memorialise the school that had operated on the site since the 1890s, and in the district since 1878. The
site contains memorials to members of the district involved in World I and World War II. The Ondit
Memorial School Ground is of social, cultural and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
Ondit Memorial School Ground is important through its capacity to demonstrate the community’s social
and cultural associations with the school. The school ground is socially and culturally important for its
capacity to demonstrate the high regard held by community for the former school as a social focus. The
Ondit Memorial School Ground is historically important for its association with education in the district
for a period of approximately 70 years.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Schools (8.2.1); Memorials & Monuments (9.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Ondit primary school first opened in about 1878 on a site nearby in Coad’s Lane that at the time was
called Calvert’s Reserve.
When the Gnarwyn Estate was subdivided for closer settlement in the 1890s, and enrolment numbers
increased in the area, the building was moved to the site of the current Memorial School Grounds. The
first owner of Gnarwyn [site #219], Leonard Calvert, donated the site.
Enrolment numbers increased again when the Irrewarra Soldier Settlement Scheme was initiated in 1920,
and the school building was extended. The school briefly closed in 1945 and again in 1951.
The 1951 enrolment details provide a microcosm of employment and settlement in the area. Although 27
students were enrolled at the school at the beginning of 1951, by October only 14 were actually attending.
Most of the parents whose children were enrolled in the school, 15 in all, were farmers - the railway and
the dairy co-operative also employed two fathers.
In 1954 the school closed and the building was transported to Alvie after the latter was declared a
Consolidated School, and the Ondit building was used as the sheetmetal workroom.
Memorials in the school ground include plaques containing World War I and World War II Rolls of
Honour; a flagpole and plaque to commemorate those individuals from the district who served in World
War II; and a plaque commemorating district members held as prisoners of war during World War II.
Lettering on the gate identifies the site as the ‘Ondit Memorial School Ground’.
The Ondit Memorial School Ground illustrates identification with the school as a social focus, and now
remains as an evocative reminder of the importance of this and other primary schools to surrounding
communities.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Attractive local handmade unpainted metal memorial school gate, fixed across the driveway of the former
school site, attached on one side to a stout timber pole and to the other by steel round posts and short two
bay fence, and pedestrian gate. The memorial gate is made up of about 35mm diameter tubular steel piping
consisting of four lower bars set at a narrow depth supporting two wider panels above into which are
inscribed the words ‘Ondit Memorial School Ground’. The irregularity of the letters and their spacing and
the occasional lapse into lower case gives the work an artistic quality which is particularly attractive,
reminiscent of a 1930s graphic poster art or children’s book illustration.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

HOUSE
Ref. No. : 221

Location :

340 Ondit Warrion Road
Ondit

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The timber House located at 340 Ondit Warrion Road, Ondit, was constructed in the late 1890s for the
Colac Shire native William Prosser, on land that had previously been held in the name of Mrs William
Robinson. The House, mature plantings and drystone fences are historically and aesthetically important to
the Shire of Colac Otway. The House is historically important through its association with a third wave of
settlement in the Shire which was led by the children of selectors who gained land under the terms of the
1860s land acts, who earlier had followed the squatters, the first wave of post-contact settlement. The
cypress windbreak and drystone walls are historically important through association with late nineteenth
century and early twentieth century farming methods. The House is aesthetically important through
exhibiting the principle characteristics of the late nineteenth century simple timber farmhouse constructed
throughout the shire.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)
Modificati on – Cy pre ss wind bre ak re moved
THEMES : Farming (3.6)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The land on which the house at 340 Ondit Warrion Road is located was initially part of William
Robertson's Korangamorah run, later known as The Hill, settled in 1842. By the late 1850s Western
District pastoralists became frightened by the demands for land ever-loudly voiced by gold rush
immigrants, and the upsurge in resentment towards them because of their vast holdings. Many began to
use the ‘pre-emptive rights’ provided under the 1847 Orders-in-Council to secure their land. This ‘preemptive right’ allowed the squatters to purchased homestead blocks at £1 an acre. The Order was due to
expire in 1861-2, so squatters like William Robertson not only created new homestead blocks purchased
in the name of their children, they also bought up as much land in the area as they could using the names
of family members.
In April 1861 Crown Allotment 26 (now 340 Ondit-Warrion Road) comprising a little more than 151
acres in the Parish of Ondit, County of Grenville, was purchased in the name of Mrs William Robertson.
The land remained as pasture without any structures for the next 30 years. In the 1890s the pastureland
was owned by William Richard Prosser who was born in Colac in 1862.
William Prosser was part of a third wave land settlement, the first wave having been led by squatters and
the second by 1860s selectors. This third wave, which was represented by William Prosser, occurred for a
number of reasons - firstly, the children of the 1860s settlers had come of age, were marrying and looking
to settle with their families on their own farm; secondly, the depression of the 1890s when wool prices
slumped, which was followed by a crippling drought, and the introduction of income tax in 1895, added
burdens to pastoralists like the Robertsons who chose to sell land; and, finally, railways, like that between
Colac and Ballarat, enabled farmers to transport their produce to markets.
By 1898 William Prosser had built a timber house on the land at what is now 340 Ondit-Warrion Road,
indicated by the dramatic increase in the annual rates from £135 to £190. In the same year William's wife
Ellen gave birth to their first child, Emily, at Warrion. Soon after, in 1901, William was elected to the
Shire of Colac Council, a position he held until 1903. By 1945 William Prosser had sold Crown
Allotment 26 (340 Ondit-Warrion Road) to John Darmody, although he retained some adjoining crown
allotments for pasture.
John Darmody's ownership lasted until his death in 1961, after which his wife Ellen occupied the house
until it was purchased by John Joseph Paatsch in July 1964, and Ellen moved to Geelong where she died
in 1972.
By the time the property was purchased by Paatsch, the rates had increased to £405, commensurate with
the increased size of the property and, very probably, with improvements undertaken on the house, as
well as an extension to the west.
A mature cypress windbreak survives to was planted to the east of the homestead paddock. Drystone walls
have also been erected, including one that forms the boundary of the property to the road.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A fine late nineteenth century single-storey double fronted timber homestead set well back from the road
and incorporating traditional late Victorian associated features. Large dominating corrugated iron clad roof
with tall slender brick chimney and return decorative verandah. The house complex stands in established
garden with mature trees fenced by original drystone walls.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Modificati on – Cy pre ss wind bre ak re moved

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

HITT NO.4 SAWMILL
Ref. No. : 222

Location :

Otway State Forest
GR 725536728483

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC B42

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (Source: Norm Houghton)
This mill and logging operation represents the zenith of 1920s sawmilling at Gellibrand and is a fine
example of Otway sawmilling on the lower slopes of the Otway range.
Early twentieth century sawmilling at Gellibrand was synonymous with the local family of Hitt Bros who
established their first mill at nearby Lovat in 1914. In 1918 milling was moved to the Lardner Creek
valley south east of Gellibrand and a plant installed to log in the vicinity of the junction of the east and
west branches. The site was cut out in 1920 and the mill shifted three kilometres further along the east
branch. A tramway linked the mill to the Gellibrand railway station. The mill operated until 1926.
The mill site has been compromised but some details remain and the access tramway is relatively intact
closer to the mill as an example of this type of infrastructure.
Condition: Fair, Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Location :

1429 Princess Highway
Pirron Yallock

Ref. No. : 223

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Gothic Revival St Joseph’s Catholic Church, built in timber in 1909, is located on the Princess
Highway at Pirron Yallock. St Joseph’s Catholic Church is of historic, social and aesthetic importance to
the Shire of Colac Otway. St Joseph’s Catholic Church is historically important as an illustration of the
ethnic settlement patterns of the Shire. St Joseph’s Catholic Church is of social importance in
demonstrating the role of religion in supporting ethnic culture, particularly in the nineteenth and first half
of the twentieth centuries. St Joseph’s Catholic Church is aesthetically important as a good example of a
large early twentieth century Gothic Revival weatherboard Roman Catholic church, which forms a
prominent landmark along the Princess Highway. St Joseph’s Catholic Church is important for its
association with the Irish community, many of whom, came from the Port Fairy and Koroit region.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The population of Pirron Yallock, according to the Victorian Year Book, was 450 in 1882. The area was
described as ‘the garden of the colony’. The district was also noted for ‘its large number of rabbits,
supplied to the Melbourne and Geelong markets.’
A focus for the Catholic community at Pirron Yallock was provided in 1887 when a Catholic school was
built for the children of farmers who had gained smallholdings at Pirron Yallock and Swan Marsh. Many
of these farmers were Irish and had relocated from the Warrnambool and Koroit area to take up small
parcels of land.
A timber church was built at Pirron Yallock in 1909, and serviced by the Colac parish priest who also
travelled to the Catholic communities at Beech Forest, Birregurra, Beeac and Coragulac. The new St
Joseph’s church opened in July 1909 totally debt free, an indication of the local population’s religious
commitment and the community’s need for a social focus in the area.
In the 1920s the Catholic community at Pirron Yallock was enlarged by the influx of soldier settlers after
land in the area was divided under the Commonwealth Government’s Soldier Settler Scheme. In 1920 the
school building was enlarged, by using portions of the old school at St Mary’s Colac which was relocated,
to accommodate the increased numbers of children in the district.
The school has now closed, but the church remains as a reminder of a greater population in the area and as a
demonstration of the importance religion provided as a social focus, particularly in the late nineteenth and
the first half of the twentieth century.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An impressive well-built timber framed weatherboard Gothic Revival styled church. The design includes
twentieth century style massing and proportioning as evidenced by wide spans, high walls, and small
minimal timber buttress piers marking the bays of the nave. The steep corrugated-iron clad roof is painted
red with timber crosses fixed to the apex of each gable end. There is a small entrance porch, separate
chancel and addition or vestry to the west transept. Small pointed arched timber double hung windows,
triple window to the east end. The church is sited just off the road, in a grass clearing with iron cyclone wire
fence. The church is substantially intact, and has incorporated a disabled concrete ramp to the front
entrance.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

KOALA MOTEL ROADHOUSE
Ref. No. : 224

Location :

1735 Princess Highway

Pirron Yallock

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Koala Motel Roadhouse Complex incorporates two separate wings of motel units and a roadhouse
with petrol bowses, retail, tearooms and office. It is located on the Princess Highway at Pirron Yallock.
The motel and roadhouse was built in 1958 with additional motel units constructed in the 1960s. The
Koala Motel Roadhouse Complex is a rare example of its type and is of historic and aesthetic importance
to the State of Victoria. The Koala Motel Roadhouse Complex is a rare example of an early country
Victorian motel and roadhouse. The Koala Motel Roadhouse Complex is of historic importance in
demonstrating the mid-twentieth century emergence of the mass tourist industry based on the private car.
The Koala Motel Roadhouse Complex is of aesthetic importance as an excellent example of a motel
designed in the International architectural style strongly associated with 1950s West Coast American style
as interpreted by Victorian architects.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : State

Nominate for addition to the Victorian Heritage Register.

THEMES : Tourism (9.5)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Australia’s first motel opened in Tasmania in 1949. In 1956, just in time for the Olympics, Melbourne’s
first American-style purpose-built motel opened at Oakleigh. Soon motels were replacing guesthouses as
the favoured means of accommodation for tourists, and were seen as a modern alternative that allowed
people to stay in places as private and self-contained as their cars. The designs adopted in Australia were
modelled on those applied in the construction of American motels, which began to appear along Route 66
as early as 1931.
The Koala Motel Roadhouse was the first motel in the Shire and was opened on the Princes Highway in
the Stony Rises at Pirron Yallock in 1958 by S Swayn. The first six units constructed for the Koala Motel
Roadhouse also incorporated access for breakfast trays. Another four units, which included an area for
cars, were built in the 1960s.
The name for the business was derived from its proximity to a population of koalas in the surrounding
bush. The motel proprietor constructed a camping ground and children’s playground to induce koalawatchers and encourage them to stay at the motel.
A petrol station and Roadhouse was also constructed on the site to service passing traffic.
The Koala Motel Roadhouse, constructed to capture the automobile traffic travelling along the Princess
Highway, is one of Victoria’s early examples of this form of tourist accommodation.
A limited survey undertaken through Heritage Victoria’s electronic ‘Heritage Chat’ in July 2001 suggests
the Koala Motel Roadhouse may well be the earliest surviving example of its type in country Victoria,
although further research is needed to confirm this possibility.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Koala Motel Roadhouse complex consists of the petrol station and canopy, main office wing and
associated group of accommodation units sited in its original garden setting. The motel design is an
excellent early example of the International architectural style strongly associated with 1950s West Coast
American style as interpreted by Victorian architects Boyd, Grounds and Romberg. The modernists interest
in functional aesthetics is clearly shown in the design of the motel demonstrated in the play on proportions
that utilises industrialised, standardised units, broken down into the various compartmentalised sections of
the accommodation wing. The modernists functional aesthetic is also expressed by the use of low cost
materials, asbestos cement sheeting and timber weatherboards, a sparseness of detailing in the window and
door units, that contrasts in texture and colour, and the renewed interest in sun control seen in the recessed
verandahs, breeze ways and decorative pre-cast concrete block privacy wall. The butterfly sheet roof of the
Roadhouse dramatically symbolises the new fashion for lightness of structural form, emphasised by large
areas of curtain-walling to the front façade.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

-

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

PIRRON YALLOCK RAILWAY STATION COMPLEX
Ref. No. : 225

Location :

2 Station Street
Pirron Yallock
SITE LISTED IN THE VICTORIAN HERITAGE REGISTER
VHR No. H 1584

VHR STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Pirron Yallock Railway Station Complex was constructed in 1894 by F Holyoake on the
Camperdown-Geelong Line, for the Victorian Railways. It consists of a small timber station building,
which is symmetrical in form. It features distinctive scalloped weatherboards to the facades, and gambrel
roofs balancing the central waiting area, which is protected by extended eaves carried on decorated
brackets. The goods shed, platforms, van goods shed and cart dock have all been removed, while the
water tower remains. The station has been closed and the station building has been seriously vandalised.
Pirron Yallock Railway Station Complex is historically and architecturally significant to the State of
Victoria.
The Pirron Yallock Railway Station building is architecturally significant as a unique and essentially
intact (albeit damaged) timber station building employing the gambrel roof form. It serves as a key
contributor to the character of the former Port Fairy railway line. Pirron Yallock Railway Station building
is also significant as a unique example of the 'Ringwood' style of station buildings, serving as a key
contributor to the development of this typological group. Pirron Yallock Railway Station is historically
significant as an example of a less elaborate station built by the Railways Department during the
economic depression of the 1890s.
The water tower is historically significant for its associations with the former steam railway era..

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

Plan Source: VHR No. H1584

Pirron Yallock Railway Station, 1977 (Geelong Heritage Centre)
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Name of Place :

GODFREY CREEK GRAVES
Ref. No. : 226

Location :

Great Ocean Road (GR 754040722550)
Separation Creek

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC C 65

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Conflicting information is provided regarding this site, however that supplied on a plaque at the site
appears to be the result of rigorous research undertaken for the Australian Bicentennial Authority.
The Barque WB Godfrey sailed from San Francisco in January 1891 commanded by Captain C Davis
bound for Melbourne, and was wrecked near Godfrey Creek in March 1891. In three separate boating
accidents five men were drowned during salvage operations from the barquentine Chittoor. Two of these
men, Captain T Gortley and Seaman V Godfrey, were drowned in October 1891 and were buried ashore
on high ground. In the 1920s workmen constructing the Great Ocean Road discovered the grave with a
badly weatherworn marker. They made no attempt to remove the remains and the roadway was built
directly over the grave. A marble headstone was erected at a false grave in 1930. A marble plaque on the
headstone contains the words; "Erected by the CRB, Wye River Camp, May 1930. In memory of Captain
Dobel, Palice and Godfrey, March 1891."

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

STANWAY-HARRINGTON MEMORIAL CAIRN
Ref. No. : 227

Location :

Stanway Drive Road Reserve
Separation Creek

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Stanway-Harrington Memorial Cairn is located on the road reserve in Stanway Drive adjacent to
Wye River. It is constructed of stone and commemorates the local identities Roy Stanway and Patrick
Harrington, and was erected in 1988. The Stanway-Harrington Memorial Cairn is socially, culturally and
historically important to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Stanway-Harrington Memorial Cairn is important
for demonstrating the social and cultural value attributed by the community to two local identities,
Stanway and Harrington. The Stanway-Harrington Memorial Cairn is historically important through its
association with the Wye River community that was first settled by farmers, then the timber industry and
later, in the mid-twentieth century, was transformed into a seaside resort.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Memorials & Monuments (9.3)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In 1895 Edward Harrington took up a grazing lease of 1,000 acres at Wye River and Separation Creek,
and was later joined by his brothers. They dairy farmed and grew potatoes and onions. Originally they
transported their goods by packhorse and bullock dray to and from Forrest, but in 1899 they constructed a
pier that provided a more convenient transport mode via the sea.
In the first decade of the twentieth century Charles Scully established the timber industry in the
Separation Creek area. Scully’s business, however, only survived for a few years. His business was taken
over by the Bluegum Timber and Transport Company, which flourished and timber became the main
industry in the area although Harrington and others continued to farm in the area.
After the opening of the Great Ocean Road in 1932 tourism became the dominant industry. The
Harrington family kept farming their land until, in the 1950s, Patrick Harrington (one of the Harrington
brother’s grandsons) began to sell off portions of the land to gain funds. Many of the initial land
transactions were instigated in the local Wye River hotel, then known as the “Rookery Nook”, where
Paddy Harrington was recognised as a local, albeit excentric, identity. He was aided in the land sales by
the local estate agent Roy Stanway.
Patrick Harrington died in 1987 at the age of 75. Roy Stanway also died in 1987.
The role played by the Harrington family, and later by Patrick Harrington and Roy Stanway, in
developing Wye River and Separation Creek as holiday resorts, has been recognised by the local
community who constructed a walking path known as ‘Paddy’s Path’ between Wye River and Separation
Creek. A seat was erected at the peak overlooking the ocean. An adjacent interpretive panel provides
biographical information about Paddy Harrington. The interpretive panel contains the words :
The citizens of Wye River and Separation Creek record their admiration and affection for Patrick
(Paddy) James Harrington (31/10/1912-28/12/1987), legendary member of the Otway pioneering
family … Bushman, Builder, Firefighter, Champion Axeman, Timber Craftsman, generous friend to
all residents and to several generations of children.
Paddy built 73 homes in this area, using his axe as plumb-bob and the horizon and his spirit level.
This walkway, ‘Paddy’s Path’ dedicated on 28/12/1989, follows much of the original tramway track
(c.1910) linking the timber mills at Wye River and Separation Creek.
The path and interpretive panel are managed and maintained by Parks Victoria.
The stone cairn at Separation Creek is simply inscribed with the words:
In memory Roy Stanway - Paddy Harrington. Pioneers in the real estate development of Wye River.
‘Two men of common sense.’ RIP
According to locals, Stanway’s daughter erected the Separation Creek memorial. The date of erection is
not recorded, although it probably occurred in the last decade of the twentieth century.
The Separation Creek memorial is indicative of the high regard held by the community that cherishes their
memory, and of Paddy Harrington in particular.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Stanway-Harrington Memorial Cairn is a simple squat obelisk constructed of stone. The cairn has a flat
top and square section in plan. The cairn is placed on a square concrete base and bears a square
commemorative plaque. The wording on the plaque has weathered and is in poor condition. The cairn has
also deteriorated and requires urgent attention.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

-

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

HOUSE
Ref. No. : 228

Location :

5640 Great Ocean Road
Skenes Creek

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The timber House at 5640 Great Ocean Road, Skenes Creek, was built in the late Victorian Italianate style
in 1920. It was built for the son of a Prussian immigrant and local settler, Frederic Leorke. Selectors,
William Brown, and Leonard and Edwin Carter, preceded Leorke on the land. The House is of historic
and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The House is historically important through
association with the selection acts and concomitant land subdivision, and demonstrates land usage
patterns. The House is also historically important through association with dairy farmer Frederic Leorke,
the original section in particular demonstrating the modicum of success gained by a proportion of
selectors who managed to established viable farms. The House is aesthetically important through its
simple design, isolated in an evocative landscape. The late Victorian dwelling is architecturally of interest
as a typical example of the period.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Settlement by Selection (3.2.2)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Portions of land along the Shire’s southern coastline, around Skenes Creek and Apollo Bay, were
surveyed and opened for selection after 1879. William Brown arrived in the Skenes Creek district in 1881
with a selector’s lease for 311 acres (Section 3, Allotment 2 Parish of Krambruk), located on the banks of
a creek later named Browns Creek. Brown had previously lived at Bolwarra where he’d worked as a
sawmiller, and was 23 years of age when he gained his selector’s lease. Under the terms of the selection
act Brown was required to construct a dwelling and take up residency on his land. But Brown wrote to the
lands and Survey Department in 1883 requesting that the lease be temporarily changed to non-residence
because “business at the sawmill” prevented him from residing on the land, and his request was granted
(VPRO 1116/19:20). Three years later in 1886 Brown still had not fenced the land, nor cultivated, nor
erected any buildings as was required by the selection acts. He was given six months to undertake the
work, which he obviously failed to do because Leonard Carter purchased the lease in 1899 (ibid).
Leonard Carter was described as a grazier and lived at Scale Park, Clunes. Although it is not known how
long he had lived at this location what is clear, from Victorian ‘Birth, Death and Marriage Index’, is that
he had lived in the Clunes-Creswick district since the mid-1860s. By the turn of the century he was ready
to find land, employment and security for his sons, as were many other small-farmers who had gained
land in the 1860s. There were few other avenues for employment until secondary industries began to
develop to any significant degree in the 1930s, and before full industrialisation occurred in the midtwentieth century when secondary industry replaced primary industry as the main employer in the State.
So, Leonard Carter purchased William Brown’s selection lease and placed his eldest son, also named
Leonard, on the 311 acres at Browns Creek. When Carter took over Brown’s lease the license was £112
in arrears, indicative of the difficulties Brown experienced in trying to maintain his instalment payments
on uncultivated, and therefore non-productive, land. By 1901 Leonard Carter, who was 31 years of age
when he took over the land, had erected a 20 foot by 12 foot “iron house” on the allotment, had cleared
100 acres, and had erected 100 chains of post and wire fencing (ibid). In 1905 Leonard Carter junior’s
brother Edwin took over the land, and Leonard Carter possibly rejoined his father at Scales Park Clunes.
Edwin Carter was then 29 years old. He continued farming the land, increasing its size by taking on an
additional 149 acres and, judging from the Shire Rate Books, affecting some modest improvements. In
1917 both parcels of land were sold to August Frederick Leorke.
Leorke migrated to the Colony of Victoria from Prussia in the mid-1880s and settled at Krambruk (Apollo
Bay district). He was 72 when he bought the land so, like Carter, must have sought employment for his son
Frederic who was 31 years old in 1917. Frederic Leorke was described as a ‘dairyman’ in Rate Books. He
must have made a success of farming because in 1920 he constructed the substantial weatherboard house
which survives today, albeit with subsequent additions. Frederic Leorke died in 1968. Leorke’s house
survives today, providing the story and a continuum of the struggles of selectors in developing the land they
gained under the provisions of the selection acts.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The house at 5640 Great Ocean Road is a large single storey Italianate style late Victorian selectors
dwelling with corrugated iron hipped roof and return verandah decorated with cast iron lacework. The
building is set in a striking location on the relatively narrow strip of land located between the ocean and the
Otway ranges. The site lies in cleared land and retains some, possibly early, specimen and windbreak
planting.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

CORA LEA CHEESE FACTORY
Ref. No. : 229

Location :

280 Swan Marsh Road
Swan Marsh

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Cora Lea Cheese Factory was built in red brick in Swan Marsh Road by local farmer Alfred Blythe in
1933. Blythe managed the Swan Marsh Road factory until 1940 when the Colac Dairying Company took
over. Commonwealth export regulations forced its closure in 1955. The Cora Lea Cheese Factory is a rare
example of its type and is of historic and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Cora Lea
Cheese Factory is the only known surviving example of a cheese factory in the Shire, and therefore
demonstrates rarity. The Cora Lea Cheese Factory is historically important through association with local
farmer Alfred Blythe’s innovative attempts to utilise the quantity of dairy produce in the manufacture of
cheese. The Cora Lea Cheese Factory is important in demonstrating the influence of the Colac Dairying
Company in the Shire, and the importance of the dairying industry to the Shire’s economic, cultural and
social development. The Cora Lea Cheese Factory is aesthetically important in exhibiting the principal
characteristics of a utilitarian farm building design applied to a factory.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Developing Secondary Industries (5.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Local farmer Alfred Blythe set up the Cora Lea Cheese Factory on his land at Swan Marsh in 1933.
Blythe was an enterprising 31 year old when he established the factory. In 1933 the Shire was recovering
from the affects of an economic depression, and the cheese factory provided an alternative sale outlet to
the Colac Dairying Company for the dairy farmers in the district.
The plant operated under Blythe’s management until 1940 when the Colac Dairying Company bought the
business.
The Colac Dairying Company maintained production at the factory through to 1955 when the plant was
closed. Cheese production had become costly. Commonwealth regulations had been imposed and cheese
manufacturers, like that at Swan Marsh, only received payment for the cheese produced after grading.
This was done according to export quality standards formulated by Commonwealth regulations, which
were costly to reach. The Colac Dairying Company’s focus shifted to a concentration on other
alternatives for manufacturing milk.
Although cheese was produced in the Shire also at Lavers Hill and Alvie, Blythe’s factory is the only
manufactory to survive.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A large concrete and red brick Inter War rural building with gable corrugated iron clad roof, ventilated
along the main ridge-line. The building is approximately 4-5 metres in height, and compact in form. The
design, which appears to date from the 1930s, is more like a traditional farm outbuilding than an industrial
complex.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

COLAC DAIRYING COMPANY FACTORY
Ref. No. : 230

Location :

Swan Marsh Road (GR 707856749905)
Swan Marsh

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Colac Dairying Company Factory at Swan Marsh was built in Swan Marsh Road in 1902. The red
brick factory operated until 1967, although the attached supply store continued to be used until 1983. The
Colac Dairying Company Factory at Swan Marsh is of historic, social and aesthetic importance to the
Shire of Colac Otway. The Colac Dairying Company Factory at Swan Marsh is of historic importance
through association with the growth of the dairy industry, one of the Shire’s major primary and secondary
industries. The Colac Dairying Company Factory is historically important for its association with the
economic development of the district and the social focus it provided for local dairy farmers. The Colac
Dairying Company Factory at Swan Marsh is socially important as a cultural mapping device that
illustrates not only the development of the Colac Dairying Company, but also the growth of small farms
associated with land subdivision in the Shire. The Colac Dairying Company Factory at Swan Marsh is
aesthetically important as an attractive early twentieth century red brick factory, designed with imposing
front rendered parapet insert into the brick façade.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Developing Primary Industries (5.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Colac Dairying Company established a creamery on this site in 1902.
The Colac Dairying Company had been formed a decade earlier, in 1892, as a co-operative to manufacture
butter and cheese, and was the initiative of local pastoralists and businessmen. The company, like others in
Victoria, was established in response to the bonuses offered on export butter introduced by the Victorian
Colonial government in 1888.
The co-operative operated out of a factory in Wilson Street, and at the same time set up creameries at
Cororooke, Corunnan, Warrion and Ondit. In 1902 it set up the creamery at Swan Marsh and later, in 1915,
at Beeac.
In 1962 bulk milk collection was introduced. During the 1960s the size of dairy herds increased as advances
in milking machines were introduced. These factors, along with the introduction of road transport and
increased bulk handling of milk, caused creameries like that at Swan Marsh to become redundant.
The creamery closed in 1967, although the attached supply store continued to be used until 1983. It is now
unoccupied.
The factory at Swan Marsh, like other dairy factories in the Shire, provided an important economic and
social focus for local farmers, many of whom were struggling to establish their smallholdings. As the
farmers gathered at the factory to deliver milk they were provided with the opportunity to socialise with
others from the surrounding district, an event in what was otherwise a lonely and isolated existence.
The Swan Marsh factory indicates the size of the Colac Dairying Company; the importance of the dairying
industry to the local area and the vital role it played in the development of the Shire. The creamery, together
with others in the Shire, provides a mapping device that assists in indicating the growth of dairy farming in
the Shire.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An attractive early twentieth century red brick factory, designed with imposing front rendered parapet insert
into the brick façade. The façade advertises the business’s name in raised rendered relief, and reads “Colac
Dairying Company”. The front façade is symmetrically designed or its elements carefully proportioned
within structural bays marked by small brick piers hiding the saw-toothed industrial corrugated iron clad
roofed square shed behind. To one side is a skillion cantilevered roofed verandah for deliveries. A high
corrugated iron fence has been erected to the side of the main elevation.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

-

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

SHARP'S NO.1 & NO.3 SAWMILLS
Ref. No. : 231

Location :

Tanybryn
GR 735310718318

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC B29

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (Source: Norm Houghton)
These mills are representative examples in an accessible area of 1930s and 1940s sawmilling and logging
practice and one of the last remnants of bush based sawmilling.
The Melbourne timber merchant firm of John Sharp & Sons opened the first of its Tanybryn mills in
1934, close to the Apollo Bay Road for vehicular access. This complex of mills represented one of the
first instances of motor truck haulage of sawn timber to a railhead at Forrest. The No. 1 mill had two log
tramways and was one of the first Otway mills to burn its sawdust, following a regulation change about
disposal of sawdust. The sawdust was channelled into the boiler firebox, which was set up as a Dutch
oven arrangement to allow for this. This plant worked until around 1938 and it was then shifted to a site
off Turtons Pass, where it was known as the No. 3 mill. Logging here was by means of winches and log
trams. The site was cut out in 1948 and the mill plant moved to Forrest.
Remnant evidence for these sites is reasonably intact although both mill sites have been compromised by
modern logging with bulldozers and logging tracks. The tram routes remain visible for the most part.
Condition: Good Substantially Intact

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

SHARP NO. 2 SAWMILL
Ref. No. : 232

Location :

Tanybryn
GR 733775717100

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC B48

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (Source: Norm Houghton)
This mill is a representative example of a typical Otway plant of the 1930s.
John Sharp & Sons installed this mill plant in 1934 in very difficult terrain to log a site to the north that
was otherwise inaccessible. Boiler water had to pumped up from a distant creek and the sawn timber sent
out over a winch powered tramway incline running up to the Wild Dog Road. The site was cut out in
1939.
The site has all its remnant features showing the mill layout. A log line incline, winch site and some grade
line is extant but the access tramway has been mostly obliterated by agricultural activity.

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

KIRREWUR
Ref. No. : 233

Location :

5755 Princess Highway
Warncoort

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Kirrewur, located at 5755 Princess Highway, Warncoort, was built in 1862 for Geelong merchant,
influential pastoralist and Member of the Victorian Legislative Council, James Strachan. Kirrewur is a
two-storey red brick dwelling with a slate roof. Kirrewur is of historic and aesthetic importance to the
Shire of Colac Otway. Kirrewur is of historic importance through association with the second phase of
land use in the Shire after European settlement, the 1860s land acts. Kirrewur is of historic importance
through association with James Strachan. Kirrewur is of aesthetic importance for its ability to demonstrate
the good design characteristics associated with the Shire's early settlement that had been influenced by
English Scottish rural vernacular building traditions.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Settlement by Selection (3.2.2)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The land on which Kirrewur was built was originally part of James Austin’s Yeo Estate. Austin had
purchased the license of the run from Captain James Pollock in 1840, at the same time Calvert and Bell
purchased the license for the northern portion, which became known as the Watch Hill [site #176],
Corangamite and Irrewarra [site #204] runs.
After the early 1850s and the arrival of gold rush migrants, demands to divide the squatters’ vast tracks of
land increased. As a result, during the 1860s a series of land acts were passed allowing the sale and
selection of Crown Lands, some of which was land held by squatters through license. The land acts were
intended to divide the land more equitably and, by providing smaller parcels, allow more people the
opportunity to secure a living from the land.
James Strachan was one of the first to take advantage of the 1860s land acts. Strachan arrived in the Port
Phillip District in 1837 and settled in Geelong in 1840 with his wife Lillias, the eldest daughter of Hugh
Murray. Strachan later became an influential pastoralist and merchant, and Member of the Legislative
Council in Victoria.
In 1862 he purchased about 250 acres of Austin’s Yeo run and constructed Kirrewur. He also later
purchased Mooleric [site #216] after the Mount Hesse license was subdivided.
It’s not clear whether Strachan purchased the Kirrewur holding in his or his son’s name. His son, also
named James Ford Strachan, was the couple’s second child and their first son. He was born at Geelong in
1850, and was 12 years old when Kirrewur was purchased. It is possible the land was purchased for
James Strachan Junior as his father may well have adopted the Western District pastoralist’s practise in
trying to retain their holdings by purchasing land either in a family member’s name, or by persuading a
friend to purchase on their behalf. Strachan would have been familiar with this practise and probably
knew Austin as a result of his business activities as a merchant.
Kirrewur was built in 1862 and is a modest two-storey red brick dwelling with a slate roof.
It now provides valuable information about settlement patterns within the shire and the methods adopted to
thwart the Colonial government’s attempt to ‘unlock the land’.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A compact two storey symmetrical red brick dwelling with a slate roof, two storey bay windows at the front
and elegant front verandah, possibly built later. The style is influenced by an English Scottish rural
vernacular building tradition.
Condition :
Integrity :

Excellent
Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

TARNDWARNCOORT HOMESTEAD
Ref. No. : 234

Location :

50 Roseneath Road

Warncoort
SITE LISTED IN THE VICTORIAN HERITAGE REGISTER
VHR No. H 281

Tarndwarncort 1969
(SLV Image, Ref Number: H94.200/1050)

VHR STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
No Statement of Significance

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH & HALL
Ref. No. : 235

Location :

603 Coragulac Beeac Road
Warrion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Presbyterian Church and Hall (now Uniting) are located on the Coragulac Beeac Road at Warrion.
The buildings were moved to the site in the early to mid-twentieth century. The Presbyterian Church and
Hall are of historic and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Presbyterian Church and
Hall are of historic importance as the centre of religious worship in the locality and for their capacity to
demonstrate the status of the church held by the local community. The Presbyterian Church and Hall are
of historic importance through association with the mostly Scottish ethnic origins of the district’s
residents, and demonstrate the Church’s continued influence into the mid-twentieth century. The
Presbyterian Church and Hall at Warrion are aesthetically important as a good representative example of
a typical weatherboard Gothic Revival church with a detached church hall, built at the beginning of the
twentieth century in a remote rural area of Victoria.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The settlement that formed around the natural spring at Warrion in the late nineteenth century was
initially known as ‘Cummel’. After portions of the surrounding area were subdivided into small selection
allotments, the settlement was renamed ‘Ti Tree’. During the 1880s the township was renamed Warrion.
After subdivision, most residents of the township were stone-wallers, rabbiters, station workers, shearers
and salt gatherers. By 1901 resident numbers were 100. By the early decades of the twentieth century the
township comprised a wine salon, school, post office, general store, a creamery and a public hall. The
hotel, public hall and school provided the main focus for social activities in the township.
The school closed in 1953 and was moved to the newly declared Consolidated School at Alvie.
At about the same time, and probably to replace the school that was also used for religious worship, the
Presbyterian church was moved and erected at Warrion. That the church was moved at this time is
evidenced by the cream brick foundations on which it rests, the buttressing, and the fact that it is not shown
in the 1949 Survey Plans. The Presbyterian church was moved to Warrion to satisfy the needs of the
immediate district that were mostly of Scottish ethnic origin. In June 1977 the Presbyterian,
Congregationalist and Methodist Churches in Australia joined to form the Uniting Church.

Warrion Presbyterian Church Hall

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A picturesque complex of church and church hall sited in large established gardens with many mature trees,
shrubs and corrugated detached dunny hidden in the bushes towards the rear of the reserve. The site is
particularly appealing as the church and hall are of similar modest size, design, materials, colour and shape,
yet care has been taken in clearly distinguishing between the two buildings. This has been achieved in the
use of rounded Gothic style lancet windows for the church contrasting with the square single and multiple
windows for the hall. The church is also distinguishable by the use of strongly modelled wedged shaped
timber weatherboard clad buttress piers to mark the structural bays. The projecting gable ends have
decorative half timber boarding in contrast to the more Tudor styled intricate half timber patterning used on
the gable end of the hall, which includes cut out Gothic patterned detailing.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

PUBLIC HALL
Ref. No. : 236

Location :

633 Coragulac Beeac Road
Warrion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The timber Warrion Public Hall, located on the Coragulac Beeac Road at Warrion, was constructed in
1902 for Warrion’s 100 residents. The Warrion Public Hall is of historic and social importance, and
architectural interest, to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Warrion Public Hall is of historic importance for
demonstrating the early twentieth century demographic composition of the town, which was large in
comparison to that of the early twenty-first century. The Warrion Public Hall is of social and cultural
importance as the focus for the town’s functions where dances, meetings, tea parties and local
celebrations were held. The Warrion Public Hall is of architectural interest as a timber-frame public
meeting hall comprising a layout reminiscent of a simple Gothic Revival church.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Public Halls (8.2.4)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In most rural areas of the Shire practical limits on daily horse hauling distances and road conditions, as
well as population densities in closer settlement areas, enabled sub-regional centres to develop
independently of Colac. These centres acquired all the infrastructure and amenities of the day, including
churches, schools, post offices, public halls, shops, bakeries, blacksmiths, newsagents and sports grounds.
The acquisition of a public hall was much welcomed in a locality of any size. After schools, they were
frequently the most eagerly awaited public facility, and communities expended much effort on raising
funds and canvassing support for their construction.
The Warrion Public Hall was built in 1902.
According to anecdotal evidence, after the township was surveyed it was know as ‘Ti Tree’, however in
the 1880s the name Warrion was adopted, identifying with the nearby Warrion Hills.
The Warrion Public Hall was built in 1902 for a community whose population was 100 in 1901. The dairy
industry thrived in the area, which included a creamery set up by the Colac Dairying Company in 1892.
The township provided residence to stone-wallers, rabbiters, station workers, shearers and salt gatherers.
The hall served the community for decades with few additions and enhancements. After the local ‘Ti-Tree
Hotel’ the public hall was the main social focus for the area, and was used for tea parties, dances,
meetings and other purposes. The hall continues to be used for social functions such as flower shows, and
is the repository for much of the district's history in the form of Honour Boards, photographs, etc.
The population drift away from the smaller centres, as farms were enlarged and mechanised, was
compounded by higher levels of car ownership that provided easier access to the bigger centres for
entertainment. The Warrion Public Hall survives as a valuable reminder of a once thriving community and
continues to provide an important sense of identity for the people within the district.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A typical timber-frame painted weatherboard public meeting hall, which was built at the beginning of the
twentieth century. The layout is reminiscent of a simple Gothic Revival church of a long rectangular form,
built on blue stone foundation footings. The building incorporates symmetrically placed rows of timber
double hung sash windows, central ridge corrugated iron clad roof with undecorated gable ends, smaller
gable end entrance porch to the front. The design is sparse, functional and understated. This may indicate
the removal of earlier decorative details, but there is no physical evidence to support this suggestion.
Pressed metal decorative elements survive internally.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

CATTLESHED & WATER TANK BASE
Ref. No. : 237

Location :

159 Ricarton Road
Warrion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Cattleshed and Watertank-base, located in Ricarton Road, Warrion, were built in about 1870 for
James Robertson and his brothers who gained a reputation throughout the Australian colonies for their
pure-bred cattle. The timber frame Cattleshed is roofed with corrugated iron, and the Watertank-base is
constructed with stone. The Cattleshed is also a rare example of its type. The Cattleshed and Watertankbase are of historic and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Cattleshed is a rare
example of its type, no other examples are known to exist of this building type and age in the Shire. The
Cattleshed is of historic importance through its ability to demonstrate the role played by and the influence
of the Roberston family in colonial Australia. The Watertank-base is historically important for its
association with the ingenious and intricate system set up by the Robertsons to bring water to their stock.
The Cattleshed and Watertank-base are of aesthetic importance through their ability to demonstrate
construction methods adopted in colonial Victoria.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Developing Primary Industries (3.4)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Ricarton Road cattle shed and water tank were originally part of James Roberton’s Glen Alvie estate
[site #2].
James Robertson was the son of William Robertson who originally owned 23,000 acres centred on ‘The
Hill’. He gave 2,500 acres in equal shares to his four sons William, John, George and James, all of whom
built mansions on their land with the exception of William, who took over ‘The Hill’ from his father also
named William.
William Robertson senior played a significant role as a cattle breeder. He was one of the original
members of the Port Phillip Association, and established his cattle herd by buying the stock of Crown
Lands Commissioner Foster Fyans in 1841. He invested in the stock by importing and buying stud stock.
By the mid-forties William Robertson’s ‘F. F. Herd’ had gained a reputation as the best in the Western
District.
By the 1870s cattle boom, Robertson’s stock was held in high regard throughout the Australian colonies.
The ‘Vagabond’ (John Stanley James) visited the area and described Roberton’s cattleshed in the Argus
on 24 January 1885 as:
… well built, flagged and drained, with water laid on to every stall. The water was gained from a
spring, which was pumped by steam engine into a reservoir near Glen Alvie. Twenty miles of iron
piping were used to bring the water to the various Robertson residences and to the paddocks where it
was stored in bluestone tanks.
The small township of Warrion (then known as Ti Tree), developed around the source of Robertson’s
water, a spring which surfaced behind what is now the Ti Tree Hotel.
The cattle sales held by William Robertson and, after his death by the Robertson brothers, were famous
throughout Australia and New Zealand and annually drew large crowds. However, by the 1880s the
breeders overreached themselves and flooded the market with too many bulls of exceptional quality.
Droughts also played a part in the sudden decline of the Victorian export bull. After good seasons
returned the Robertson brothers decided that sheep would be more profitable than cattle.
The cattle shed and surviving drystone-based water tank demonstrate the ingenuity of the early pastoralists
in developing their holdings.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The massive timber frame cattleshed is set well back from the road, forming part of a group of farm
buildings located on the summit of a small hill in the Stony Rise country. The building has a large allencompassing pitched roof which reaches low to the ground, made up of corrugated iron sheets with a
central linear lantern like ridge vent. The construction appears to be a typical mid-colonial rural structure
with massive central posts supporting the roof rafters, which extend out on either side to low side walls and
posts. A circular drystone wall structure supports the water tank. The general condition of the cattle sheds is
excellent, although some sections may require maintenance.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

HOUSE, Ruin
Ref. No. : 238

Location :

350 Barpinba Road
Weering

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The bluestone House located at 350 Barpinba Road, Weering, was built in 1864 for the newly arrived
colonist Daniel Reddie. The House is of historic, architectural and aesthetic importance to the Shire of
Colac Otway. The House is historically important through association with Daniel Reddie and his family
who characterise the Shire's early pioneers and settlers. The House is of architectural importance in
exhibiting the good design features of mid-nineteenth century housing, construction of which was usually
limited to the material available within the immediate area. The House is aesthetically important for its
isolated setting in the volcanic stony rise country near Lake Corangamite; and for contributing to, and for
demonstrating, the distinctive stone masonry tradition for which the area is well known.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Squatters & Pastoral Settlement (3.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Crown allotment 187A, in the Parish of Ondit, County of Grenville, on which this bluestone ruin is
located, was purchased by Daniel Reddie in 1862.
Daniel had arrived in the Colony, as a 26 year old, in 1859. By 1864, according to the rate books, he had
constructed a bluestone house on the 51 acres that comprised his crown allotment. A year later in 1865 he
married 22 year old Elizabeth Archer, and their first child Mary was born in 1867.
Daniel and Elizabeth Reddie went on to produce seven more children between then and 1883. Elizabeth
died in 1901 at 58 years of age.
In 1868 Daniel Reddie purchased the adjoining Crown Allotment, 187B, which also comprised 51 acres.
Reddie must have made a success of his farm for at some stage he purchased 'Yarima', located near
Cressy, although he retained ownership of the Barpinba-Winchelsea Road land.
Daniel Reddie also contributed to the Shire's development by sitting as a councillor between June 1872
and July 1873.
Daniel Reddie died in 1908 at 75 years of age.
David Reddie, born in 1880, was listed as the owner of the property on Barpinba-Winchelsea Road, on
the corner of Weering School Road, as well as the Yarima property. The properties were still in his
ownership in 1913. By then the bluestone Werring house was occupied by George Ray, who apparently
also farmed the land.
David Reddie contributed also to the management of the district, serving on the council after being elected
as a Colac Shire Councillor in 1925. He died whilst still in office in March 1946 at the age of 66.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
An early symmetrical blue stone vernacular cottage, double gable ended, each section of the house being
single room cell width, with the roof structure missing, exposing the ceiling, which has been covered by
corrugated metal sheeting for protection. The two side squat stone chimneys are sited to the west and the
house faces north, no verandahs survive. The walls are made from simple stretcher bond large coarse but
regularly sized bluestone blocks with wide lime mortar jointing, rough cut stone quoining marks the
corners, the height and general configuration of the ruin indicates an early construction date, possibly
1860s. There have been regular attempts at repair work to the jointing and at present the building is used.
The structure is set back metres from the roadside on the summit of a low rise, nearby to a small cluster of
native trees.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good
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Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

WEERING
Ref. No. : 239

Location :

280 Porneet Road
Weering

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Weering homestead and stables, constructed in bluestone and located at 280 Porneet Road, Weering, was
commenced in the 1860s by the original settler Laurie Weston. It was subsequently owned by the
Chirnside and Calvert families. The stables, according to the date inscribed above the door, were built in
1864. The homestead was extended and altered on at least two occasions, in about the 1890s and again in
the 1950s. Weering homestead is of architectural and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway.
Weering homestead is of architectural importance in demonstrating the principle characteristics of
building styles favoured in the mid and late nineteenth century, as well as in the twentieth century
additions which exhibit a sympathy for heritage of the earlier sections, unusual for the mid-twentieth
century. Weering homestead and stables are of historic importance through association firstly with
Weston the original settler, and subsequently with two of the district's major landholding families for
more than 100 years, an association evident in the building's fabric.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Improving Homes (3.5.1)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
This property was originally taken up as freehold by Mr Laurie Weston in the 1860s. A dwelling had been constructed
on the land by 1863 which, by 1875, comprised 3,324 acres. By 1889 the property was purchased by Robert Chirnside
who had the Mount Rothwell Station at Little River. Chirnside intended to settle his son Peter on Weering when he
returned from finishing his education in England. However, Peter showed no interest in Weering. So Robert’s cousin,
Margaret Chirnside who had become Mrs John Calvert of Irrewarra Homestead [site #204], offered to buy Weering
from Chirnside in the late 1880s.
After the death of John Calvert jnr in 1907, his eldest son, also John, purchased Weering from his mother.
In 1941 the house was described as a "fine bluestone and weatherboard homestead in perfect repair, … comprising 12
main rooms, laundry, maid's quarters, etc. …". Other 'improvements' were listed as "a woolshed, men's hut, yards and
dip, machinery shed, stables, garage, etc."
The house was altered extensively in the 1950s by John Calvert III, who replaced the weatherboard portion of the
house with a bluestone section. The laundry, maid's quarters and other out houses were demolished at about this time.
The front and rear sections of the house, constructed in the 1860s and 1880s, survive apparently intact, as also the
stables or barn, showing the date 1864 above the main entrance. Mature plantings also survive from the period of
Margaret Chirnside's occupancy, including an oak planted by her in the 1880s when she and her family took over
occupancy. The property is now again in the ownership of Chirnsides.

Weering Stable, c.1864

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The original section of Weering, probably built in the 1860s, comprises a modest bluestone cottage with a bluestone
chimney. The cottage was built in the mid Victorian era as evidenced by its cubic form and symmetry of windows and
front door, with the internal rooms probably initially laid out along a central hallway. Substantial alterations and
extensions seem to have taken place subsequently on at least two occasions; the first probably in the 1880s during
Margaret Chirnside's occupation when a bow window, also in bluestone, was added to the original house; another
fireplace was incorporated and a wing was constructed, in bluestone, to the front. Portions of the original section may
also have been tuckpointed at about this time. The new section to the front incorporates sets of French doors opening
to a verandah. Anecdotal information suggests a timber section connected these two bluestone structures, although the
date of construction of this part of the building is unknown. The timber section was replaced in about the 1950s with a
modern bluestone structure. It is also likely that the entire building was re-slated at about this time. At the same time
other substantial alterations also took place. Windows to the side of the house include lead-light windows, although it
is not clear when these would have been added. A substantial bluestone stables, with 1864 above the door, is also on
the property.

Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed
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Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

WEERING SCHOOL
Ref. No. : 240

Location :

340 Weering School Road
Weering

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Weering School was established in a stone building on Weering School Road, Weering, in 1867. The
former school was set up on land donated by the local station owner, Weston. It closed in 1968. The
former Weering School is of historic, aesthetic and architectural importance to the Shire of Colac Otway.
The former Weering School is of historic importance through its association with early nineteenth century
eduction in the Shire, and for its association with education for a 100 year period. The school building is
also historically important for demonstrating the settlement of the area and the greater population that
previously provided pupils to the school. The former Weering School is aesthetically important for
illustrating the distinctive stone masonry tradition, for which the Colac area is well known. The former
Weering School is of architectural importance for its ability to demonstrate mid-nineteenth stone
construction methods.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Schools (8.2.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Weering Common School opened in 1867 on private land. The school was set up in response to
increased numbers in the area following subdivision, selection and settlement in the district, and
concomitant demographic increase in school aged children. The school opened in a stone structure which
was rented and on land donated by the local property owner, Weston, of Weering Station.
The Common Schools Act 1862 had replaced the Irish National System of education a few years earlier.
The earlier system, which had allowed students of all denominations to attend National Schools, had been
introduced in Australia in the late 1840s. Under the Common Schools Act 1862 a new Board of Education
in Victoria assumed control of over 600 schools, including the existing National and Denominational
(church) schools. The 1862 Act was intended to amalgamate schools and, hence, reduce denominational
influence. But this Act was replaced a decade later when the Education Act 1872 established an Education
Department that took over the responsibility of school buildings. The Education Department assumed
control of the Weering School after 1872.
The Weering school remained small. The land selection and attempts to create small holdings was not a
success, largely because of the absence of a reliable and ready supply of water.
A timber teacher’s residence was constructed adjacent to the school. This residence survives, but in a very
poor condition.
In September 1923 tenders were called for the addition to the school of a timber classroom.
The school remained in use as a State School until 1968 when declining enrolments led to its closure after a
century of operation. The building continued to be used for some time as the local public hall. Shingles
survive beneath the corrugated iron roof.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A simple rudimentary school building which has added status due to the excellent stonemasonry work and
construction of the place. The building is a simple rectangular shed with gable ends, steeply pitched
corrugated iron clad roof with two twentieth century roof ventilators. The walls are constructed out of large
coarse regular sized bluestone blocks, stretcher bond pattern, with rough cut large quoining to the corners,
the end west wall has been stuccoed over to provided added protection from the weather. The two double
hung multi paned sash windows are symmetrically placed. There is no evidence of a chimney nor fireplace
provided. At present there is a skillion addition to the north side of the building and a nearby weatherboard
structure set at right angles to the former school building to the east.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed
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Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

WONGARRA HEIGHTS
Ref. No. : 241

Location :

65 Sunnyside Road
Wongarra

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Wongarra Heights, located in Sunnyside Road, Wongarra, was first established as a selection in the
1890s. The property was operating as a guesthouse by 1907, and continued to offer holiday
accommodation at the turn of the century. Wongarra Heights was the centre of activity for the local
community and offered postal and telephone facilities. It was extended and altered on various occasions
utilising a variety of different materials between 1919 and 1917. Wongarra Heights is of historic and
architectural importance to the Colac Otway Shire. Wongarra Heights is of historic importance as the
oldest known, continually operating tourist facility in the Shire. Wongarra Heights is also of historic
importance through association with the development of the Shire’s tourist industry. Wongarra Heights is
architecturally important for its ability to demonstrate primitive domestic construction methods and the
facilities available to tourists for nearly a 100 year period.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Tourism (9.5)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Wongarra Heights was originally a selection allotment, which was taken up in the 1890s.
By 1907 the owners, Millicent and Edward Kennedy, had begun to take in paying guests to augment their
income.
After the First World War was concluded the house was, in 1919, purchased by the Stephensons.
Stephenson was a builder, and it is probable that he extended the house during his ownership.
By the 1930s James Wood was the proprietor and had named the property Woodburne. He began
advertising Woodburne in the Victorian Tourist Handbook, Where to Go in Victoria, in the mid 1930s as
a “homely guest house” which by then could accommodate 20 guests. In this period, before common
ownership of cars, the house was isolated and guests would enjoy such activities as fishing, walking,
socialising amongst themselves and admiring the magnificent view the house was, however, the centre of
activity for the small community, operating also as the post office. The property had a telephone
connection too, and was where people would come to vote on election days. Goods and mail were hauled
up the steep slopes via a flying fox. For a period, the house also provided accommodation for road
building workers.
By the 1950s the guesthouse was run by James and Ada Groves who advertised the availability of a hot
water service, electric light and garaging. In 1958, according to Where to go in Victoria, the Groves had
changed the name of the guesthouse to Grand View. Soon after an extra wing was added.
In 1971 Wongarra Heights was purchased by Hughes, who appointed a succession of managers to
conduct the guesthouse. It now operates as a bed and breakfast.
Wongarra Heights is representative of the guest house boom era when private homes were used and adapted
in order to take in paying guests and so capitalise on the tourist potential of the area.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Wongarra Heights is a two-storey, hip roofed structure with a verandah and balcony across the front with a
single storey structure, probably of a later date, appended to one side. The building sits on an elevated rural
site with views over the ocean.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed
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Name of Place :

ARMISTEAD'S SAWMILL
Ref. No. : 242

Location :

Wye River
GR 749037716510

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC C 68

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (Source: Norm Houghton)
This mill represents 1940s technology applied to virgin bush that was made accessible by the opening of
the Great Ocean Road. The log tram was one of the last to be constructed in the Otways and represents
the fading remnants of a once popular mode of log transport.
The opening of the Great Ocean Road made the timber resources of Kennett River available for
exploitation for the first time on an economic basis and in 1941 Syd Armistead opened a mill at this
location. The mill was a modern plant that grew to be one of the largest producers in the entire Otways by
1950 with an annual output of 5,300 cubic metres. At first logs were obtained from along Hitchcock
Gully by means of a tramway served by one log winch. The tram was discontinued by 1944 and road
trucks used for logging.
The mill site has been compromised to some extent but sufficient evidence remains to interpret the mill
and associated settlement. The log tram used in the early stages of the mill’s life is intact over the top half
into the ranges.

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

WAR MEMORIAL CAIRN
Ref. No. : 243

Location :

Great Ocean Road
Wye River

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
A local member of the Wye River community built the Second World War Memorial Cairn, located on
the south bank of Wye River on the Great Ocean Road, in the late 1940s. Local beach stones were used
for the construction of the memorial. The Wye River War Memorial Cairn is of social and historic
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The social and cultural associations of the War Memorial Cairn
are demonstrated by the focus it provides for the Wye River and surrounding community in
commemorating the loss of life caused by the Second Word War. The War Memorial Cairn is historically
important for it association with the Second World War and for demonstrating the immediate and longterm impact the conflict had on small communities like that at Wye River. The War Memorial Cairn is
also historically important in demonstrating the development of a community at Wye River, made
possible by the construction of the Great Ocean Road and its opening in 1932. The Cairn is also important
as a typical type of memorial cairn and is distinguished by its unusually detailed design and construction
and robust and dignified use of local materials.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Memorials & Monuments (9.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The War memorial Cairn at Wye River was erected to commemorate those from the local area who died
in the Second World War. The Cairn was built soon after the end of the Second World War, in the late
1940s. The war memorial was the first erected at Wye River and reflects the growth of a community in
the area after the 1930s, when the Great Ocean Road provided easier access to the area.
The Cairn was the initiative of a group of local returned servicemen led by Roy Arundell, and was erected
by local builder Doug Dunn.
The Cairn was constructed from stones collected from the beach at Wye River.
The Wye River and surrounding community developed their own association of returned soldiers,
independent of the RSL, and the Wye River Memorial Cairn has provided the focus for annual memorial
services held at Wye River on Anzac Day to commemorate those who sacrificed their lives in service. Two
or three decades ago, 50 to 70 ex-servicemen attended commemorations on the Sunday before Anzac Day.
Commemoration services continued to be held on the Sunday before Anzac Day at the end of the twentieth
century, but in 2001 only eight ex-servicemen from Wye River, and four from Apollo Bay, attended.
However, the local community continues to turn out in force to remember and commemorate those who lost
their lives in the world wars.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The war memorial cairn is a large pyramidal obelisk cairn constructed of coursed river rocks with a small
concrete pyramid capping. The mortar joint between each stone is deeply set giving each stone a strongly
modelled appearance. The front of the cairn has an inset polished granite plaque inscribed with “Lest We
Forget”, the front also bears a circular wreath the centre of which is inset with a contrasting arrangement of
randomly coursed river pebbles. Some of the concrete has deteriorated on the face of the Cairn and is now
in need of urgent repair.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed
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Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

WYE RIVER HOTEL
Ref. No. : 244

Location :

19 Great Ocean Road
Wye River

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Wye River Hotel, located on the Great Ocean Road at Wye River, was built in 1982 to replace an
earlier hotel destroyed by fire. Initially known as the “Rookery Nook”, the building was first constructed
as a boardinghouse for sawmillers who worked at the adjacent mill, and was later converted into a
guesthouse and hotel in 1935. The hotel is a collection of single storey lightweight constructions with
timber and sheet claddings and steel deck roofs. The Wye River Hotel is of social, cultural and historic
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Wye River Hotel demonstrates the social and cultural value
vested in the place by the local community and tourists for more than 60 years. The Wye River Hotel is of
historic importance through its association with the settlement of Wye River and its ability to demonstrate
the transition of the dominant industry from sawmilling to tourism.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Tourism (9.5)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Wye River was first settled in 1882 and, apart from a rough track over the ranges to Forrest, the sea was
the only transport link with the outside world. A small jetty was constructed in 1901 to assist settlers and
encourage sawmilling. In 1904, with reasonable shipping access assured, the first sawmill was opened in
the area. Early in 1919 a Tasmanian timber firm, McDougall and Company, started operations at Wye
River, managed by John Hay. Hay built a new mill, two tramlines, 20 houses, a boarding house, office
and workshop. Although the area was fairly well serviced by the coastal towns of Apollo Bay and Lorne,
the lack of roads and means of transport precluded any but occasional visits to these towns. Wye River
was thus socially isolated, a captive of the forest and sea, relying mainly on the coastal steamers for
sustenance and cultural links with the outside world until the Great Ocean Road was opened in the 1930s.
The Wye River Hotel opened in 1935 as the “Rookery Nook”, in premises that were converted from the
bachelor’s boarding house originally built in 1921 for the Wye River Sawmill Company. The “Rookery
Nook” was managed by John Bird and traded as a guesthouse accommodating 30 guests, according to
advertisements in the tourist handbook Where to go in Victoria.
By the mid-twentieth century, aided by increased car ownership and greater discretionary incomes, the
subdivision of land at Wye River and adjacent Separation Creek increased pace. Holiday houses were
built and a general store constructed to service holidaymakers. At about this time too the pub, which
initially operated from Hay’s boardinghouse, was destroyed by fire, but was rebuilt.
After the Second World War the “Rookery Nook” became known as the Wye River Hotel and was rebuilt
and altered in the 1960’s. In March 1982 a fire seriously damaged the bar and lounge area and these rooms
were rebuilt on modern lines. In 2000 the hotel was again modernised and extended at the front.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Wye River Hotel is sited in an elevated position over one of the two main bends in the Great Ocean
Road which mark the Wye River crossing and settlement. The hotel overlooks the river’s mouth and the
Wye River Beach. The hotel is mostly single storey with a partial basement into the site’s cutting. The hotel
appears to comprise mostly later twentieth century construction and is an agglomeration of single storey
lightweight construction with timber and sheet claddings and steel deck roofs.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

KNOTT'S NO. 1 SAWMILL
Ref. No. : 245

Location :

Wyelangata
GR 716835716760

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC B40

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
This early twentieth century mill was the largest in the West Otways and typified the milling and logging
regimes of the day. Although the site has been disturbed and has a fair degree of damage, the site is one of
the more accessible historic sawmills in the Otways, which attribute is a positive one when so many
historic sites are extremely difficult to get to.
The Knott No. 1 sawmill was the largest and most consistent producer in the West Otways. The mill was
established in 1908 by Condon & Riegel and soon taken over by Knott. From 1920 to 1921 the mill was
used by the War Service Homes Commission to mill timber for its purposes. A fire destroyed the mill in
1921 and the site was abandoned. In 1923 Condon & Perkins reopened the site with a much smaller mill
and worked here until 1931. Logs were secured over time using bullocks, steam winches and tramways.
An access tram ran along Philips Track to the Ferguson railway station.
The mill environs have evidence of two operators working the one site through the two sawdust heaps and
the overlap of machinery foundations. The northern end of the immediate mill area has been
compromised by road works and cleaning up works for tourism purposes and there is evidence that relics
have been moved from their original restings.
Condition: Fair Integrity: Damaged/Disturbed

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

MARCHBANK SAWMILL, TRAMWAY & DOUBLE INCLINE
Ref. No. : 246

Location :

Wyelangta
GR 715289723760

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC A8

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (Source: Norm Houghton)
The Marchbank Sawmill, Tramway and Double Incline is located in the Otway Ranges on Crown Land
north west of Weeaproinah. The Marchbank Sawmill, Tramway and Double Incline is of historic and
scientific importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Marchbank Sawmill is historically important
through association with the last phase of tramway logging in the 1930s and 1940s. The Marchbank
Sawmill is of scientific importance in demonstrating the technological functions of the site through
features that include the remains of a zig-zag tramline and evidence of a switchback tramline on one of
the log lines. The Marchbank Sawmill's zig-zag tramway and switchback are intact and rare examples of a
tramway system that was once common. In combination they are particularly significant.

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Jim Marchbank operated one of the Beech Forest district’s more technically advanced and innovative
sawmilling operations in the 1930s. He placed a sawmill plant near the main Beech Forest to Lavers Hill
Road in 1933 and drew logs from private property to the west. The mill accidentally burnt down in 1935
and Marchbank built a new mill further into the cutting area to the north. Access to this mill was by
means of a tramway and such were the grades required that a unique zig-zag was put in to gain the
necessary workable levels. This tram route avoided the necessity for a winch powered tramway incline,
such as had been used by an earlier miller on the site (Pettit) and located just a short distance to the east of
Marchbank’s grade line.
Marchbank’s tram was later worked by two tractor locomotives. The 1939 bushfire destroyed the mill and it
was abandoned. Marchbank built a new plant on the site of the 1933 mill and this operation worked under
different owners until 1958.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The evidence for the tramways and the 1935 mill is extant in the form of earthworks along the tram routes
and at the mill site as well as relics in and around the mill area.
Condition :
Integrity :

Excellent
Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

KNOTT'S NO.3 SAWMILL
Ref. No. : 247

Location :

Wyelangta
GR 715203715520
SITE LISTED IN THE VICTORIAN HERITAGE REGISTER
VHR No. H 1818

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (Source: Norm Houghton)
Knott's No.3 Mill was a large and technologically sophisticated sawmill, which operated in the Otway
Ranges between 1922 and 1928. The region's first high lead winch system for log extraction was installed
at the site in 1923. Log supply to the mill was maintained by a steam winch and petrol-powered crosscut
saws in the log yard. The mill features concrete machinery foundations, a large sawdust heap, snig tracks
and tramlines, concrete saw pit, log landing, and winching platform and cable.
Knott's No.3 Mill is of historical, scientific and archaeological significance to the State of Victoria.
Knott's No.3 Mill is historically and scientifically significant for the relative intactness of its remains,
which demonstrate well the entire sequence of sawmilling operations, from logging and winching, to
sawmilling and tramway transport. Sawmilling sites are important to Victoria for their role in providing a
vast range of timber products for use in domestic, commercial and industrial contexts. The site is also
historically important for its associations with a major figure in the Victorian sawmilling industry, G W
(Billy) Knott.
Knott's No.3 Mill is archaeologically significant for its potential to yield artefacts and evidence which
will be able to provide important information about the technological history of sawmilling and timber
transport.

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
This mill was established in 1922 to mill timber for the War Service Homes Commission (WSHC). This
site was known as Knott’s No. 3, after W Knott who had originally founded the firm and sold the mill to
the operator for the WSHC.
The mill was a large and powerful one, using a locomotive boiler for steam generation, Harman winches for
logging and petrol driven cross cut saws in the log yard. A series of log tramways radiated from the mill and
an access tram was laid north to the railway station at Wyelangta. The mill closed in 1928.
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Name of Place :

HUGH MURRARY MEMORIAL CAIRN & PLAQUE
Ref. No. : 248

Location :

Colac Forrest Road (GR 728651752754)
Yeo

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Hugh Murray Memorial Cairn, located on the road reserve of the Colac Forrest Road at Yeo, adjacent
to Barongarook House at 70 Colac Forrest Road, was unveiled in 1962 to commemorate European
pioneer settlement in the district. The polished granite memorial stone rests on a rock cut plinth, the
former front doorstep of Murray’s 1853 Barongarook House. The Hugh Murray Memorial Cairn is of
historic and social importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Hugh Murray Memorial Cairn is
historically important through association with Hugh Murray and the first phase of European settlement
in the district. The Hugh Murray Memorial Cairn is of social importance in illustrating the value district
residents placed on the history of their region. It is also important for demonstrating the emergence of a
heritage movement. The Hugh Murray Memorial Cairn is a good example of a mid-twentieth century
memorial, a counterpart to the ‘back-to’ celebrations also popular at the time, and for demonstrating the
popularity of research into Australian history.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Memorials & Monuments (9.3)
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
In 1962 the Shire of Colac and the Colac City Council sponsored a joint project to commemorate Hugh
Murray, who settled in the district in 1837 and was Colac’s first European settler.
Scottish-born Hugh Murray (1814-1868), came from Van Dieman’s Land in 1836 and, learning of the fine
country to the west from the ill-fated Gellibrand and Hesse, took up the Elliminyt Run (later called
Barongarook) in September 1837. Murray first built a hut where Colac’s Botanic Gardens were later sited,
and a second home later in Church Street. In 1851 Murray commenced building a two storey brick
residence on the slopes to the east of Colac, but was considerably delayed in completing this third house
because of gold rush labour shortages. Building was finally completed in 1853 and the residence was called
Barongarook House.
The memorial to Hugh Murray comprises an inscribed cairn and the front doorstep from Murray’s
Barongarook House, demolished in about 1948 [see site # 95].
The memorial was placed on the boundary of the two municipalities near the site of Barongarook House.
Descendants of Murray and others attended the unveiling ceremony on 2 September 1962.
The cairn is important not only as a memorial to Colac’s first European settler, but also as an indication of
the value the people of Colac placed on the development of their region and the emergence of a heritage
movement in the shire.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
A polished granite memorial stone with inscription resting on a rock cut plinth, the former front doorstep of
the 1853 Barongarook House. The cairn is raised onto a large rectangular foundation slab. The place is
protected by a white painted post and rail fence set at an angle partly enclosing the cairn, and highlighting
its position on the grassy verge off the roadway. The inscription reads, ‘This cairn commemorates Hugh
Murray (1814-1868) who pioneered white settlement in this area, arriving in 1837. Shire of Colac/City of
Colac.’ An engraved bronze plaque fixed to the slab reads, ‘This stone was the doorstep of Barongarook
homestead for many years which stood on a site south of this cairn’.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

BARONGAROOK HOUSE
Ref. No. : 249

Location :

70 Colac Forrest Road
Yeo

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Barongarook House site, located on the Colac Forrest Road, Colac, is the archaeological and garden
remnants of the property developed after 1853 by the pioneer settler Hugh Murray and gardened by
horticulturist and nurseryman George Marriner. Barongarook House was demolished in about 1948. The
Barongarook House site is historically and archaeologically important to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
site is historically important through association with Hugh Murray, the district’s first European settler
who arrived in 1837. The place is historically important as a homestead site comprising archaeological
and garden remains of the property developed after 1853 by the pioneer settler Hugh Murray and
gardened by the prominent nineteenth century Western District horticulturist and nurseryman George
Marriner. Barongarook House is archaeologically important in illustrating the scale and development of
Murray’s homestead site, and for demonstrating the wealth accrued by the early Western District
squatters.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Squatters & Pastoral Settlement (3.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The European pioneer settler of Colac, Scottish-born Hugh Murray, came from Van Dieman’s Land in 1836
and, learning of the fine country to the west from the ill-fated Gellibrand and Hesse, took up the Elliminyt
(later Barongarook) run in September 1837. Murray first built a hut where Colac’s Botanic Gardens were
later sited, and a second home later in Church Street. In 1851 Murray commenced building a two storey
brick residence on the slopes to the east of Colac, but was considerably delayed in completing this third
house because of gold rush labour shortages. Building was finally completed in 1853 and the residence was
called Barongarook House. At about the same time George Marriner, who Murray employed as a gardener,
laid out the garden. George Marriner, and members of his family, were prominent nursery growers in the
Western District between 1860-1998. Marriner commenced trading as a nurseryman at Barongarook in
1860 before moving to Colac in 1865 and trading as ‘Fulham Nurseries’. The nursery continued as a family
business until 1998. Marriner’s son, who was known as GH, settled on what became known as Marriner’s
Hill overlooking Apollo Bay in 1886. [see site #15]
Murray lived at Barongarook House until his death in 1869. His family retained ownership of the property
until 1936. Albert and Walter Parker, of Parker Bros. Motors, then bought the house and remaining 100
acres. During World War Two the interior of the house was damaged by soldiers when the army used the
farm for exercises, and the house was no longer used as a residence. Albert Parker demolished the house in
about 1948. The Parker family sold the property in 1987. The scale of the house and remnant garden
illustrate the wealth accrued by the early western district squatters who sort a comfortable life-style after the
difficulties and hardships experienced in establishing their vast land holdings.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION : ARCHEOLOGOGICAL
The site comprises extensive sub-surface brick and bluestone footings, which are the remains of the original
homestead. Dating from the early 1850s, the site includes the homestead remains, bluestone lined well,
brick cellars, extensive exotic mature garden, elm lined entrance drive and footings of a gatehouse.
The site extends approximately 300 metres by 300 metres. The remains are essentially intact in a sub
surface context and show little disturbance with the exception of rabbit burrows. Cattle currently graze the
site.
Condition :
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
Ruins
Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION : HORTICULTURAL
Barongarook Homestead site includes various remnant garden plantings, mainly trees in fair condition.
These include Ficus macrophylla (Moreton Bay Fig), several Araucaria heterophylla (Norfolk Island Pine),
Araucaria bidwillii (Bunya Bunya Pine), Araucaria cunninghammii (Hoop Pine), Cupressus funebris
(Funeral Pine, not confirmed) over an extended area. In terms of layout, the only clear delineation is of the
driveway, which is lined by Ulmus spp. (Elms), although the landscape setting of the homestead, various
views and the remnant plantings indicate where more detailed garden areas may have been developed. A
windbreak planting of Elms is one of these. Other plantings include a relatively unusual and very old tree,
probably Maclura pomifera (Osage Orange).
Condition :
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
Ruins
Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

YEODENE PUBLIC HALL
Ref. No. : 250

Location :

130 Yeodene Birregurra Road
Yeodene

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Yeodene Public Hall site, located on the Yeodene Birregurra Road at Yeodene, comprises a gable
roofed hall, public toilet annexe and tennis courts. The hall was built in 1919 for the local community
who mainly comprised small farmers, and is distinguished by its inventive and unusual use of galvanised
flat steel sheet formed into squared edged weatherboard profile as an external cladding. It was extended in
1960s. The Yeodene Public Hall is of social and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
Yeodene Public Hall is important as a typical public hall in a small regional community being of
vernacular form and constructed in stages from economical materials. The Yeodene Public Hall is
particularly important as a single public building remaining in Yeodene. The hall’s galvanised sheet
cladding folded to match a square edged weatherboard is of note as an unusual and inventive external
cladding

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Mechanics Institutes & Public Halls (8.2.4)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The acquisition of a public hall was much welcomed in a locality of any size. After schools, they were
frequently the most eagerly awaited public facility, and communities expended much effort on raising
funds and canvassing support for their construction.
Yeodene was created as a result of the subdivision of the Yeo Estate into small farm holdings, which
occurred between the period 1865 to 1902. The subdivision was part of a long history of attempts to
break-up the large pastoral holdings of the squatters into smaller parcels. After 1898 the Victorian
Colonial government began purchasing estates to cut them up into small farms. In 1904 the State acquired
compulsory purchasing powers which accelerated the break-up of the remaining large estates. The
introduction of income tax in 1895 also added a burden for the pastoralists, hastening the process of
subdivision, and small rural settlements like Yeodene sprang up around the shire.
The Public Health Department and the Shire of Colac granted permission to construct a public hall at
Yeodene in 1913, but the onset of the First World War caused delays in the erection of the building.
In 1919, after the conclusion of the war, the hall at Yeodene was finally completed and opened. At about
the same time a school was opened on an adjacent site.
The hall provided an important focus for the surrounding residents and was used for multiple purposes
and events including, ‘Old Time’ dancing. The limitations imposed by the size of the hall were
innovatively dealt with by pre-setting the supper on a tabletop, suspended by rope and pulley to the
ceiling, until required.
By 1949 the tiny hamlet of Yeodene comprised a school, post office, hall and three other dwellings, but
within a few decades the post office had closed, as also the school which was removed from the site. All
that remains of the tiny hamlet is the public hall, surrounded by a few residential dwellings. However the
condition of the hall adjacent to tennis courts, and the addition in about the 1960s of what appears to be
new toilet facilities and store rooms, attests to the value still placed on this public building by those in the
surrounding district.
The hall continued to provide a venue for activities such as ‘Old Time’ dancing in the late 1980s.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Yeodene Public Hall site comprises a large gable roofed hall, public toilet annexe and tennis courts. The
building is located adjacent to the former primary school site (now relocated) in what would have been the
small community’s main street. The building is distinguished by its inventive and unusual use of galvanised
flat steel sheet formed into squared edged weatherboard profile as an external cladding. The sheet is
believed to have been laid over an earlier weatherboard cladding. A cinder block amenities extension was
added to the road side of the building in the 1960s.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

YUULONG PUBLIC HALL
Ref. No. : 251

Location :

5655 Great Ocean Road
Yuulong

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Yuulong Public Hall, located on the Great Ocean Road at Yuulong, was built by 1936 to provide a
venue for the local community’s social functions. The Yuulong Public Hall is of historic importance to
the Shire of Colac Otway. The Yuulong Public Hall is historically important through its association with
the small isolated hamlet of Yuulong. The Yuulong Public Hall is historically important through its
ability to indicate the earlier existence of a small community, which relied on the facilities like the hall for
social activities before motor car and road improvements made larger centres more easily accessible. The
Yuulong Public Hall is representative of remote rural community halls, characterised by the simple and
direct use of vernacular building forms, techniques and materials. Other representative qualities are the
minimally landscaped setting, inventive use of materials for maintenance and repairs and the utilitarian
omission of decorative or stylistic embellishments.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Mechanics Institutes & Public Halls (8.2.4)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The area around Yuulong developed as a result of the opening of the Great Ocean Road in 1932; in spite
of the road remaining, just a track existed beyond Apollo Bay until a sealed ‘all-weather road’ was laid
after the Second World War. A small service centre sprang up opposite the site of the current hall.
Cunningham’s Bus Service commenced a daily run, in 1935, from Colac to Princetown via Beech Forest
and Lavers Hill. This allowed produce to be more readily and regularly transported to the Yuulong
general store, which in turn encouraged more facilities to be sought by residents in the surrounding area.
By 1936 the Yuulong Public Hall had been built on the present site.
In 1939 Yuulong could boast a post office, accommodated in the general store, and tennis courts as well
as the public hall. Petrol bowsers were also installed at the general store to provide for the increased
traffic along the Great Ocean Road between Princetown and Lavers Hill.
A telegraph office was added to the post office by 1970.
The hall was a popular venue for those in the surrounding district. Farmers and their families travelled to
the hall from a relatively wide geographic area to participate in the dances and concerts that were
conducted at the hall. According to Johanna resident Graham Speight, those who had selected at Johanna
in the late 1890s welcomed the construction of the hall. Previously they travelled, along a beach track, to
the Cape Otway lighthouse complex for their social activities.
But, by the early 1990s with improvements to the Great Ocean Road, the general store and post office had
closed, and the former existence of a way-side stop for travellers was only marked by the Yuulong Public
Hall.
The hall, however, continues to be maintained and attests to the value still placed on this public building
by those in the surrounding district.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Located by the roadway opposite a former general store and petrol bowser, the solitary Yuulong Public Hall
is a freestanding single storey building based on a simple rectangular plan with a steeply pitched gable roof.
The main entry is through centrally-placed double doors, flanked by symmetrically-placed double hung
sash windows. The hall includes skillion-roofed rear additions to the back area. The building is constructed
from a timber frame and floor, with cement sheet and flat metal sheet cladding to exterior walls and
corrugated iron roof.
Condition :

Excellent

Integrity :

Substantially intact
Damaged/disturbed

Good

Fair

Poor

Ruins

Altered sympathetically
Altered unsympathetically
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Name of Place :

BIRREGURRA-FORREST RAILWAY LINE

Ref. No. : 252
Location :

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC C 397

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Birregurra-Forrest railway line opened in 1891, and helped facilitate the spread of agricultural
settlement in the Otways. The new line also assisted sawmilling interests in opening up the region to
timber production. The terminus at Forrest was named after Charles Forrest, the local MLA and ardent
supporter of the railway. Though the line was closed in the 1950s, the formation can be clearly seen at
many points along its former route, together with some cuttings and remnant timber bridges.

RECOMMENDATION: Undertake further investigation

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

COLAC-BEECH FOREST-CROWES RAILWAY LINE

Ref. No. : 253
Location :

Otway Ranges

SITE RECOMMENDED FOR PROTECTION IN 1997 LAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORT
LCC C 400

LCC STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
This narrow gauge line opened to Beech Forest in 1901, and was extended to Crowes in 1911. It was one
of several narrow gauge lines constructed in Victoria in this period, reflecting an attempt to build cheaper
railways, but in fact resulting n additional costs associated with transferring freight to the broader gauge
main lines. The Beech Forest railways however played a key role in opening up the West Otways to
settlement and timber getting. Many dozens of sawmills built tramways to carry timber between cutting
areas in the forest and purpose built sidings on 'The Beechy' line. Archaeological evidence remains of the
tramways and sawmills. The railway finally closed in 1962.
The Colac Otway Heritage Study recommends analysis, detailed description and assessment of this
complex site.

RECOMMENDATION: Undertake further investigation

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.
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Name of Place :

PIER PRECINCT
Ref. No. : 300

Location :

Point Bunbury
Apollo Bay

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Apollo Bay Pier Precinct is located at Point Bunbury and extends north and east from Trafalgar
Street, and is bounded in the south by Breakwater Road. The Apollo Bay Pier Precinct has evolved
following the first settlement of the town in the mid-nineteenth century and now includes the Apollo Bay
Fisherman's Co-operative building, breakwaters, piers, and beacons. The Apollo Bay Pier Precinct is of
historic and social importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Apollo Bay Pier Precinct is of historic
importance through association with the development of the fishing industry which played an important
role in the Shire's economic development and is demonstrated in the size of the fisherman's co-operative
building, constructed at various stages, and the evolution of the piers and breakwaters. The Apollo Bay
Pier Precinct is of social and historic importance through association with coastal trade, the life-blood of
the settlement of Apollo Bay which had developed outward-looking to the sea and in isolation from the
rest of the Shire for the first seventy years of its existence. The Apollo Bay Pier Precinct is historically
important through association with the development of a leisure industry in the Shire, demonstrated by
the number of berths provided for pleasure crafts.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

To be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Exploiting Natural Resources - Fishing (7.2)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The Apollo Bay settlement developed as a community isolated from the rest of the Shire, locked in by the
Otways and looking to the sea for its lifeline. The land route over the Ranges to Colac was primitive, indeed
impassable for half the year, so Apollo Bay, uniquely of all the Shire’s inhabited centres, came to rely on
sea carriage.
In 1886 the first jetty was replaced by a modern structure at Point Bunbury and more regular shipping
schedules became possible. The coastal vessels bought in passengers, supplies, furniture and equipment and
took out timber and agricultural produce. It also helped in the development of a fishing industry.
Barracuda and crayfish were an important component of the fishing industry at Apollo Bay. The local
fishermen would make their own cray pots during the quieter periods and, when the catch was good, would
sell them at the Melbourne Fish Market.
To take advantage of the numbers of fish, the Apollo Bay Fisherman’s Co-operative constructed a fish
refrigeration plant and cold storage in the early 1930s. This became the largest on the Victorian coastline.
Because of the improved methods of storing and marketing fish, fishermen from other ports were attracted
to Apollo Bay. Eight craft were commonly moored at the pier in the early 1930s. By 1948 numbers peaked
at twenty-eight. The size of the pier restricted the fishing fleet to crafts small enough to be lifted by cranes
on to the pier whenever bad weather threatened. This obviously confined the extent to which these boats
could operate and the more distant fishing grounds were generally inaccessible. In 1950 a new harbour was
constructed at Apollo Bay and provided the impetus for the further development of the fishing industry.
Apollo Bay remains an active port. Twenty-two fishing vessels permanently use the port; eighteen scallop
vessels use it on a seasonal basis; and up to one hundred and eighty pleasure craft utilise the facility during
the summer. The industry continues to be significant to the Shire’s economy.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Apollo Bay's Pier Precinct extends north and east from Trafalgar Street, and is bounded in the south by
Breakwater Road. The Apollo Bay Pier Precinct comprises the Apollo Bay Fisherman’s Co-operative
building, constructed in stages and utilising various materials including iron, timber and brick, the timber
and stone piers and breakwaters, and beacons.
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Name of Place :

BEEAC COMMERCIAL PRECINCT
Ref. No. : 301

Location :

Colac-Ballarat Road , Beeac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Beeac Commercial Precinct, located on the Colac-Ballarat Road, extends from Lang Street in the
north and south to Mack Street. Development of the Beeac Precinct commenced on the main route
between Colac to Ballarat in the mid-nineteenth century, before the Township Survey of 1864. The
fledgling settlement expanded initially in response to the subdivision of land in the surrounding area and
later after the railway was put through in 1889, following which Beeac became a district hub. Beeac
reached a zenith in 1920 with a population of 300. The commercial and residential dwellings that make up
the precinct, which were constructed during the seventy year period from the 1850s to 1920s, were mainly
built in timber although a few masonry places, namely the banks, church buildings and post office, are
exceptions. The Beeac Precinct also includes mature tree plantings and a war memorial on the corner of
Lang and the Colac-Ballarat Road. The Beeac Precinct is historically and aesthetically important to the
Shire of Colac Otway. The Beeac Precinct is historically important in demonstrating a continuum and the
evolution of a township in response, firstly, to road travellers; then to an increased local population
following the subdivision of surround estates; and thirdly, to the construction of rail routes. This
continuum is evident in the buildings which range from the simple timber construction, to the more
substantial stone, including the twentieth century brick post office building. The Beeac Precinct is
important in exhibiting the aesthetic characteristics of a nineteenth century regional centre which
developed, in response to demand and topographical restrictions, in a linear fashion, and has been
enhanced by memorials and an avenue of mature plantings on the road verges.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The precinct to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The settlement of Beeac commenced along the main Colac-Ballarat route prior to the township survey. The
survey, which was undertaken in 1864, occurred in response to the subdivision of land in the surrounding
area, some of which was made available for selection under the terms of the 1860s selection Acts. The
arrival of the railway in 1889 cemented the town’s role as an important hub for transport, as well as
commerce and services, for the surrounding district. From small beginnings Beeac rose to importance in the
1920s as a sub-regional centre, becoming the service point for a wide area of agricultural and grazing
interest.
The beginnings of settlement at Beeac commenced in the south, between Mack and Buchanan Streets
before 1864. The buildings that had been constructed were mostly located on the eastern side of the ColacBallarat Road and were erected to service the passing traffic between Colac and Ballarat. The fledgling
settlement comprised a post office, two blacksmiths and a store, all of which ere located on the eastern side
of the Colac-Ballarat Road. 'Bouchier's Hotel' was opposite and was the only building shown on the western
side of the road. It was located roughly at 115 to 119 Colac-Ballarat Road, between Mack and Beal Streets.
By the time the railway arrived in 1889 business premises were sited only on the western side of the main
road reserve, with the residential portion the town along the road axis and to the west between the road and
the nearby salt Lake Beeac. The original premises were mostly wooden structures, although a masonry
school and church and a brick rendered bank were notable exceptions for the period 1865 to 1889. Most
commercial building occurred after the railway opened and after the major period of closer settlement,
which dates the construction cycles from 1895 to 1925.
Road side plantings were commenced in 1915 by the Beeac Patriotic Committee to memorialise local
servicemen killed in the war - no markers survive to identify these specific trees. Others were planted
subsequently along the road verges to beautify the town and have become a distinct part of Beeac.
By the mid 1920s Beeac had a population of 300 and its commercial precinct reflected the town’s role in its
wider context. Present were the usual amenities of hotel, three general stores, butcher, baker, and an ES&A
bank. These were supplemented by a bootmakers, saddler, carriage builder, draper, library, visiting solicitor
and stock and station agent. The town retained its vibrant business heart until the 1960s when improved
communication with Colac, increasing motor vehicle ownership and dairy industry structural change
caused a loss of local demand and by 1985 commercial activities were but a fraction of the prevailing
earlier times.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The boundaries of the Beeac commercial precinct are long and linear extending from along the ColacBallarat Road from Lang Street to the north, south to Mack Street . The area is influenced by the original
settlement that developed between Mack and Buchanan Streets prior to the town survey which was
completed in 1864
The commercial and civic premises developed in two main phases, in a scattered fashion and only on the
western side of the street. This is particularly apparent as the land on the opposite side of the road is used
for agricultural purposes, only the avenue of mature trees unifies the setting now. A major feature of the
commercial precinct are the numbers of individual free standing timber buildings, spread out along the road
for about a 500m distance, many are simple timber sheds with shop fronts and verandahs, others are
domestic houses with attached shop fronts in varying forms and designs, most have large extensive signage
panels or billboards erected at the junction of the skillion roof verandahs and the main hip or gable roof.
Advertising and signage at the front of the verandahs is rare. The exception is the remodelled red brick front
elevation of the 19th century brick hotel and apart from the churches and the single storey Italianate
Victorian former civic building or bank at the corner, most of the remaining buildings are timber and
corrugated iron.
The cyress and indigenous plantings along the road verges, which date back to the second decade of the
twentieth century, are aesthetic provide a valuable and distinctive contribution to the township’s streetscape.

Colac Otway Heritage Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

BEECH FOREST PRECINCT
Ref. No. : 302

Location :

Old Main Street
Beech Forest

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Beech Forest Precinct extends from along the Old Main Road from the Beech Forest Road in the east
to the Beech Forest Road in the west. The Beech Forest Precinct comprises structures, mostly built in
timber, that date back to the town's early settlement at the beginning of the twentieth century, as well as,
on the north side of the Old Main Road, the civic precinct of the former Otway Shire. The Beech Forest
Precinct is of historic and social importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Beech Forest Precinct is of
historic importance through association with the early settlement in the Otway Ranges, then at the halfway point on the track to Apollo Bay. The Beech Forest Precinct is of historic importance through
association with the forests of the Otway Ranges and the development of the timber industry in the Shire,
demonstrated in the predominance of simple timber buildings. The Beech Forest Precinct is of social and
historic importance through association with the centre of local government in the area, and includes the
civic buildings utilised by and constructed for the Otway Shire, including the hall and former shire
offices, as well as the World War Two memorial.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

To be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Exploiting Natural Resources - Forests (7.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Beech Forest was founded in 1884 by selector John Gardner who perceived the advantages of opening a
hotel to supply the influx of settlers to the district in the 1880s, and to take advantage of the position at the
half-way point on the track to Apollo Bay. The Township of Beech Forest developed from these humble
beginnings to become the 'Capital of the West Otways', a railway centre and the seat of local government.
The original settlement rested on the hill to the west of the present main street (now Beech Forest Road),
but the arrival of the railway in 1902 caused the town to shift closer to the station on the flat, and to the east
of the initial settlement.
The original main street (now Old Main Street) was formed in 1902 when John Cockerill subdivided his
land and sold a number of allotments. By 1905 houses and shops had been constructed, including that
occupied by Dr Benjamin Backhouse (site #45).
In 1919 portions of the Shires of Colac, Heytesbury and Winchelsea were severed to form the Shire of
Otway. Beech Forest became the centre of local government for the newly-formed shire, and the pubic hall
was temporarily used as the council offices.
By 1925 Beech Forest had a population of 300 and the main street supported a wide variety of business
premises.
A memorial to all those who lost their lives in the Second World War was unveiled in 1949. In 1979 more
modern premises were built adjacent to the hall. In 1995, as a result of the Victorian Government’s
municipal amalgamation scheme, the Shire of Colac Otway was formed and the former Shire of Otway was
abolished.
However most of the premises built at Beech Forest between 1902 to 1914 had gone by the 1960s, victims
of the town’s falling population. The last of those at the eastern end were cleared for road works in the
1970s.
The western end of the town, in the vicinity of Old main Street, are the remnants of the pre 1925 boom
times, the hospital/post office, public hall and municipal office. A timber general store, located on the
corner of old Main Road and Dehnerts Track, was recently demolished.
The area along Old Main Road now illustrates the earlier settlement of Beech Forest which first took place
more than one hundred and thirty years ago.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Beech Forest Precinct extends from the Beech Forest Road along the Old Main Road. The buildings on
the south side are houses built of timber. These houses are single storey timber framed and weatherboard
clad and were constructed in the early decades of the twentieth century, and include hipped roofs many f
which are now of corrugated iron. The north side of Old Main Road is predominantly taken over by
buildings used by the former Otway Shire. The site also incorporates a World War Two memorial.

Colac Otway Heritage Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

BIRREGURRA TOWN PRECINCT
Ref. No. : 303

Location :

Main Street
Birregurra

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Birregurra Main Street Precinct extends from the Barwon River in the east, to Ennis Street in the
west, and comprises a mixture of public, commercial and residential sites. The buildings have
predominantly been constructed in timber, although important exceptions constructed in masonry, brick
and other more substantial materials exist. Influenced by the nearby Buntingdale Mission, the town was
settled in 1863 on one of the main transport routes to Geelong. The settlement grew to be an important
market and timber town, its growth aided by the railway from Geelong to Colac, and the spur line to the
Otways town of Forrest. The Birregurra Main Street Precinct is of historic importance to the Shire of
Colac Otway. The Birregurra Main Street Precinct is of historic importance in demonstrating a continuum
of growth from the simple timber buildings constructed at the time of settlement in the 1860s located
mainly, but not exclusively, to the east, to the more substantial building of the early decades of the
twentieth century predominantly but not exclusively constructed to the west. This continuum provides a
cultural map of the town's social and economic evolution. The Birregurra Main Street Precinct is of
historic importance in demonstrating the community's commitment to their town, especially through the
street plantings that illustrate efforts to beautify the town, and the memorials.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

To be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Birregurra was initially established as an Aboriginal mission station in the late 1830s. Settlement at
Bowden’s Point, as Birregurra was first known, grew as a result of the mission. By the late 1860s, after the
township was surveyed in 1862 and the first land sales in 1863, it could claim a flour mill, blacksmith,
butcher and bootmaker, as well as a number of hotels and inns. By then some of the surrounding land was
beginning to be broken up and given over to selection, which added to the population of the district. the
construction of a bridge over the Barwon established Birregurra on one of the main transport routes from
Geelong to Colac.
But it was the railway that provided the real fillip to Birregurra's growth. The first in the Shire was put
through from Geelong to Birregurra, and ten on to Colac, in 1877. In 1889 construction of a branch line
from Birregurra to Forest commenced, which assisted in the development of the forest industry in the
Otways, and also allowed the transport of produce and livestock to markets at Birregurra township.
The 1870s and 1880s became Birregurra’s ‘hey-day’. At that time wheat, potatoes, peas, oats, barley,
swedes, turnips and onion crops were grown in the district, some of which was sold locally, and the town
became the central market-place for fattened cattle. The population increased steadily from 400 in 1882 to
500 in 1901. However with the advent of the motor car and increasing mobility, Colac and other larger
towns became more accessible and Birregurra’s commercial influence declined.
The Main Street Precinct documents the development of the town, from the 1860s until the early decades of
the twentieth century and the passing of Birregurra's 'hey-day'. It provides information about the town's
early growth near the Barwon, and the provision of facilities for travellers, to the construction of buildings
along what is now the main commercial section of the town, between Strachan and Austin Streets, which
were built to service the increased population at the end of the nineteenth century, and visitors to the busy
market town. The section also includes residential buildings, again the earlier east near the Barwon
crossing. Some more substantial ones were built later, including that at number 50 which was formerly the
doctor's residence. Number 58 was built in the 1950s and operated for some time as a baker shop and
residence. Mature plantings are important, especially the stone pines (site #243) on the south side of the
road, between Strachan and Ennis Streets. other street plantings, especially those in the recently constructed
bluestone beds, are of lesser importance. The war memorial (site #87) which was originally erected n the
middle of Main Street at the Austin and Roadnight Street intersection, is an important part of Birregurra's
heritage.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Birregurra Main Street Precinct comprises public, residential and commercial buildings constructed
over an extensive period of time that utilise a variety of fabrics. The precinct extends along Main Street
from the Barwon River bridge to the east, through to Ennis Street in the west. The buildings to the east,
closest to the Barwon River, and as far as Strachan Street, appear to be predominantly those constructed in
the decades soon after the town was surveyed in 1862. They are generally constructed of timber, although
the Native Youth Hotel (site #76) on the corner of is an exception in that it has been constructed of local
brick and timber. The timber former Riverside Inn built in 1865 located at 10 Main Street (site #79) is a
notable example of the early building stock within this section of the precinct. Whilst commercial buildings
do survive in this area, including the motor car workshop, built of iron, the buildings are predominantly
now occupied as residences. On the south side of Main Street, between Strachan and Austin Streets, the
buildings are nearly all commercial, with some exceptions including at numbers 43, 69, 71 and 83. Most are
built of timber, although the Royal Mail Hotel and the former bank (site #65) have masonry or brick façades
and the butcher shop (site #60) is built of brick. These building were, in the main, constructed at the end of
the nineteenth century and in the early decades of the twentieth century. The buildings on the north side of
Main Street between are residential, with the exception of the stock and station agent at number 46 and the
Birregurra Public Hall, formerly the mechanics institute, at number 42. The building stock in the remainder
of Main Street, between Austin and Ennis Street, is generally residential, many of which were built in the
late nineteenth century. The precinct includes the mature tree plantings, especially those at the east and
western extremities of the Main Street.
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Name of Place :

BIRREGURRA CHURCH PRECINCT
Ref. No. : 304

Location :

Jenner, Hopkins Streets
Birregurra

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Birregurra Church Precinct is located between Jenner and Hopkins Streets, and west of the Birregurra
golf course. The Birregurra Church Precinct comprises the brick Presbyterian and Catholic churches and
associated residences, and the Anglican stone Christ Church, two vestries and timber halls, along with the
mature exotic plantings in the church grounds. The Birregurra Church Precinct is of architectural,
aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Birregurra Church Precinct is of
architectural and aesthetic importance in exhibiting a richness and diversity of features in the church
buildings, especially the spires and towers, and exotic plantings. The Birregurra Church Precinct is
historically important through association with the earliest representation of European religion in the
Shire, the Buntingdale Mission, and in illustrating the influence the Wesleyan Mission had on the
development of the town, and the Shire.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

To be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
One of the earliest Christian settlements in Victoria occurred at the Buntingdale Mission in 1839, and was
the initiative of the London-based Wesleyan Missionary Society. Although the mission did not last beyond
1848, it nevertheless had a profound effect on the settlement of the Shire, especially nearby Birregurra.
Birregurra, which has been called the 'Town of Churches', was established in 1863, and by 1871 there were
four churches in the fledgling town. A timber Methodist was the first, built in 1863 on the corner of Beal
and Jenner Streets and extended in 1909.
After the Wesleyans, Presbyterianism was the next denomination to establish a presence in Birregurra,
mainly because many of the area's early settlers were of Scottish background. The first church, built in
1865, was demolished to make way for the present red brick church completed which in 1908 (Site #86).
The church grounds incorporate memorial gates and a memorial Cairn erected to commemorate the
Buntingdale Mission established in 1838 by the Reverends Francis Tuckfield and Benjamin Hurst. The
Cairn was relocated to the grounds of the Birregurra Uniting Church in 1982 when the church was sold (site
#56). A red brick house was built at the rear of the property, and fronting Skene Street, for the resident
minister.
The Anglican congregation constructed a vestry first (site #64), in 1867, followed by a Leonard Terrydesigned church, in 1871 (site #63). Several structures were added to the western section of the site in the
twentieth century, including the timber All Saints Mt Gellibrand church, built in 1890 and relocated to its
present position in 1950; and St Mark's Nalangil church hall, which was moved to Christ Church Birregurra
in 1977. Part of the south east section of the land originally set aside for the Catholic Church has been
subdivided and sold to the Anglican Church. A new vestry, which has been sympathetically designed, was
constructed on this land in the last decades of the twentieth century.
Finally, in 1906, the Catholic congregation constructed a red-brick church, which replaced an earlier timber
one, and a year later completed the adjacent presbytery (site #61).
The history of Birregurra is closely linked to the history of Christianity in Victoria. The church buildings
stand within sight of each other in one corner of town, and were all built on land set aside when the
Birregurra Township was surveyed in 1862. Views of the churches and their spires have been protected by
the recreational reserves, now the Birregurra golf course. The planting of exotic deciduous trees have been
undertaken within the recreational reserve, and these now offer an evocative view of the church spires
across the Barwon River flat that is redolent of the 'little England's' that many of the nineteenth century
immigrants nostalgically tried to create in their newly adopted homeland.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Birregurra Church Precinct is located west of the Barwon River and adjacent to the Birregurra Golf
Course, and follows the gentle gradient formed by the Barwon River in a north-south direction. The
precinct extends in the north from the former Presbyterian (now Uniting) Church reserve located on Jenner
Street; incorporates the Catholic Church reserve on Skene Street and all of the Anglican reserve on Sladden
through to Hopkins Streets. The precinct incudes the red brick former Presbyterian church, memorials and
memorial gates, and manse; the red brick Catholic church and presbytery; and the Anglican Christ Church,
along with the nineteenth and twentieth century vestries and the timber halls and churches relocated to the
property in the second half of the twentieth century. The precinct also incorporates all mature plantings,
especially those exotic trees located in the Birregurra Golf Course.

Colac Otway Heritage Study
Volume II

Name of Place :

MURRAY STREET PRECINCT
Ref. No. : 305

Location :

Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
Colac's Murray Street Precinct extends from Queen Street in the east to Corangamite Street in the west.
The Murray Street Precinct is of historic and architectural importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
Murray Street Precinct is of historic importance through association with Colac's late nineteenth and
early twentieth century period of prosperity and consolidation as a large regional service centre for the
surrounding rich agricultural and grazing district. The Murray Street Precinct is of historic importance in
demonstrating a palimpsest of Colac's growth as a regional centre over a fifty year period, through the
nineteenth century civic and financial buildings constructed to the east near Barongarook Creek, and the
early twentieth century and inter-war retail that followed later as Colac's industries expanded and its
population grew. The Murray Street Precinct is architecturally important in illustrating the development
of civic pride, authority and community solidarity in a regional nineteenth century Anglo-Celtic farming
community, demonstrated in the clustering of a series of elegant architect-designed nineteenth century
Victorian Italianate civic and government buildings near the entrance to the commercial area, adjacent to
the bridge over Barongarook creek. The Murray Street Precinct is of architectural importance in
exhibiting twentieth century styles, including Art Nueveau and Arts and Craft, that demonstrate the
prosperity of the period and the confidence held in Colac's continued growth by those who constructed
these commercial premises.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

To be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Although Colac was first settled in the 1830s, it predominantly remained a pastoral district until the arrival
of the railway in 1877. The district began to expand as industries like the timber industry developed, aided
by the railway and improved transport links to market. As the railway expanded, so too did further
development, especially following the subdivision of pastoral properties into smaller holdings, which in
turn provided a larger market that boosted Colac's growth as a retail centre within the district and promoted
the growth of other industries, including dairying. Murray Street developed with a commercial and civic
focus as a result of the growth of industry and population, to service the district. Growth commenced
around the river crossing at Barongarook Creek where land had been set aside in adjacent Queen Street for
the court house and police station. The district's increased population resulting form growth in industry and
land subdivision, was reflected by the construction of eighteenth century civic buildings including the post
office (1888) and the shire hall (1892), and commercial building like the banks that chose to construct
edifices in what was then the civic heart of Colac. Although the economic depression of the late nineteenth
century caused growth to slow, the early decades of the twentieth century were boom years for Colac during
which time the population leapt from 2800 in 1901 to 5600 in 1939, and brought abut a building boom in
Murray Street reflected in the substantial commercial premises constructed on the south side between Hesse
and Gellibrand Streets. By then market square was being converted to a memorial to those sacrificed during
the First World War. the attractive gardens that were planted in what was by then renamed Memorial
Square further enhanced this commercial sector of Murray Street. The Murray Street Precinct now provides
a palimpsest of Colac's commercial growth over a period of fifty years and is a valuable legacy of the
town's history.
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Precinct is defined by a group of late nineteenth century or early-mid twentieth century commercial
and civic buildings constructed in Murray Street between Queen and Corangamite Streets on the southern
side of Murray Street, and between Queens and Hesse Streets on the northern side. In the first section,
between Queen and Hesse Streets, the group of buildings consist of a numbers of banks including the
former National Bank, (1886), the State Savings Bank, (1921), the former ANZ Bank, (1938), the former
Colac Shire Hall, (1892), the Post Office (1888) and Telephone Exchange (1904), the Regent Picture
Theatre and several commercial premises such as Moran and Cato shops and an Italianate Victorian two
storey building on the corner of Hesse and Murray Street. Some of these buildings were originally
freestanding with a large forecourt and carriage entrance, marked off from the street with beautiful
decorative cast iron palisade fencing. This section of the precinct consists mainly of nineteenth century and
early twentieth buildings and the street remains substantially intact, despite the 1940/50s upgrade to the
street design and has very few infill or remodelled facades, creating a cohesive group of freestanding
landmark historic buildings which were dominated by government and banking organisations designed by
well known architects. The siting of the late twentieth century Tourist Information Centre in the park-like
area of Barongarook Creek besides the Murray Street bridge confirms this area as the gateway to the town.
The buildings lead the way to the central town and the former market square, now Memorial Square,
bounded in Murray Street by Hesse and Gellibrand Streets. The southern section of Murray Street opposite
Memorial Square and between Hesse and Corangamite Streets, comprises building predominantly
constructed in the early decades of the twentieth century. These buildings comprise commercial premises
that have been constructed in the popular styles of the early twentieth century, including groups of Art
Nouveau shops, an Arts and Craft style arcade and Inter-War-Georgian Revival commercial shop facades.
This group of commercial premises demonstrates a richness and diversity of detail and features in their shop
fronts. The buildings all adjoin and abut each other in an integrated fashion to form a coherent group, albeit
with slightly different heights, widths and windows. Although much of the original detailing at street level
has been replaced, there is sufficient insitu to warrant consideration of future conservation and restoration
of the place. A number of late twentieth century buildings have replaced earlier constructions, especially
towards the west where modern chain stores have impacted the streetscape. Although these structures
indicate the continued evolution of the shopping precinct, future intrusions should be carefully planned and
considered to avoid any further diminution of the Murray Street heritage precinct.
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Name of Place :

COLAC ESTATE HOUSING PRECINCT
Ref. No. : 306

Location :

Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Colac Estate Housing Precinct extends south along the east side of Queens Street, from numbers 125
to 156 Queen Street, and to the east incorporate Selwyn Street, Johnstone Crescent, Richard Street and
Churchill Square. The precinct also incorporates number 98 Wilson Street. The Colac Estate Housing
Precinct was one of the first housing estates commenced in country Victoria, and was the initiative of the
Housing Commission and the Borough of Colac. The Colac Estate was commenced in the mid-1940s and
completed by the early 1950s. The design of the Colac Housing Estate reflects planning philosophies that
were emerging after the Second World War as increased powers were gradually devolved to local
government. The Colac Estate was constructed to alleviate the sever housing shortage in Colac, and under
the auspices of the government's post war decentralisation policy which encouraged industry and labour
to establish in regional areas outside metropolitan Melbourne. The Colac Estate Housing Precinct is
historically and architecturally important to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Colac Estate Housing Precinct
is historically important through association with State government's post war decentralisation policies,
and mid-twentieth century industrial expansion. The Colac Estate Housing Precinct is historically
important in demonstrating the materials adopted to alleviate building material shortage after the Second
World War and attempts at improving efficiency through prefabrication. The Colac Estate Housing
Precinct is architecturally important in exhibiting the diversity of mid-twentieth century public housing
design, and the attempts to integrate layout and these design features within a suburban landscape.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

To be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Governing & Administering - Building for the Public- Public Housing (8.2.3)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Post war decentralisation in Victoria provided successive governments with an opportunity to be active in
many country areas. A decentralisation policy was first initiated by the Dunstan Country Party government
in 1943, and its general principles were followed by the Cain Labor government of 1945-7. As industries
were encouraged to decentralise and set up in rural towns and districts, governments endeavoured to
support the policy by providing the infrastructure necessary for industry to expand. Governments also
attempted to simultaneously ease the housing shortage caused by pent up demand and increased migration
which had brought about a housing shortage that was estimated in 1944 to be about 80,000. Colac was also
not immune to the housing shortage that effected most of Victoria as it emerged from the First World War.
It was one of the first regional centres to be considered by the commission under the scheme which
eventually saw two hundred and forty houses constructed in Colac by the Victorian Housing Commission.
The Colac Borough Council commenced discussions with the Housing Commission of Victoria, before the
end of the Second World War in 1943. The first were commenced on the Borough of Colac's "Corporations
Yard" site which had been sold to the Victorian Housing Commission at a reduced rate. These first twenty
houses were erected in Queen and Selwood Streets and Johnstone Crescent, but progress was slow because
there existed a great shortage of materials and skilled labour. Initially the houses were to be brick veneer,
but in the end most were built in timber and various portions prefabricated and transported to the site for
erection. By June 1946 thirty-six houses had been completed on the new estate which by then was called the
'Colac Estate'. It was originally planned that access to the estate could also be gained from Wilson Street,
but the cost of road construction finally persuaded the council and the commission to allow an additional
house to be built at 98 Wilson on what was to be the road reserve. As soon as the first section of the Colac
Estate was underway, the Borough Councillors applied to the commission to construct more houses to
alleviate the pressure brought by applicants desperate to gain a home. Thirty-three houses were built on land
formerly held by the railway in a small area bounded by Wilson, Queen and Stewart Streets. Later the
estate was extended south along Queen Street, around Richard Street and Churchill Square, which by then
showed all the hallmarks of planning design. The houses on the eastern side of 'Colac Estate' demonstrate
the latest town planning philosophies. They were all single unit houses with fifty foot frontages that allowed
space for gardens to be established; the streets were designed in the "boulevard style", that is, "curving with
a plantation" of trees designed in one section (Colac Herald, 26 May 1944). Pride in the occupant's new homes
was encouraged by the Borough and Housing Commission, with initiatives like garden competitions
adopted. Mr and Mrs Clark won one of these competitions in 1965 for their Churchill Square garden which
was created over a period of nine years "from a wilderness of rank grass and weeds" (Colac Herald, 20 January
1965). Many houses still evince the same pride in ownership demonstrated in the 1950s and 1960s. all
survive as a legacy of governments' commitment to affordable housing for workers.
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Colac Estate Housing Precinct extends south along the east side of Queens Street, from numbers 125 to
156 Queen Street, and to the east incorporates Selwyn Street, Johnstone Crescent, Richard Street and
Churchill Square. The precinct also incorporates number 98 Wilson Street. The public housing project was
planned in a traditional mid-twentieth century suburban style, spreading across several short residential
streets the designs of which are made up of grassy verges, concrete kerbing and narrow pavements with
street planting, only the uniform design of the low cost timber frame weatherboard and red brick veneer
housing units, and the standardized treatment of the fencing, driveways and garages, differentiate it from a
contemporary speculative residential development. The northern sector is characterized by timber-framed
houses, which are all identical to each other, only individualised by the colour scheme of the painted timber,
which ranges from pink, yellow, white, smokey blue and beige. The southern half of the development
consists of a group of timber and brick houses of similar dimension, form and scale. The houses and
streetscape of Johnstone Crescent and Churchill Square typify the development and is regarded as the best
and most intact representative example of the public housing scheme. The houses are single-storey, some in
brick veneer. The weatherboard houses consists of prefabricated frame raised on timber stumps, painted
weatherboard exterior lining. Both timber and brick houses have predominantly tiled roofs, exposed rafters,
with brick exterior chimneys located on the front façade, and painted timber picture frame double windows.
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Name of Place :

RESIDENTIAL PRECINCT

Location :

Fyans, Gellibrand, Manifold and Queen Streets
Colac

Ref. No. : 307

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Colac Residential Precinct is bounded to the north by Fyans Street; to the east by Queens Street;
south by Manifold Street; and west by Gellibrand Street. The Colac Residential Precinct also extends
south along Queen Street to Dennis Street and incorporates all those properties located on the east and
west side of the street. The Precinct predominantly comprises single storey, exterior-painted weatherboard
dwellings with corrugated iron clad roofs that were constructed in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. The Precinct is distinguished by its street plantings, wide roads, grassy verges and deep
culverts. The Colac Residential Precinct is of architectural, aesthetic and historic importance to the Shire
of Colac Otway. The Colac Residential Precinct is of aesthetic importance in illustrating the principle
characteristics of nineteenth century town planning in the grid format and wide road reserves. The Colac
Residential Precinct is of architectural importance in demonstrating a continuum of residential styles
incorporating modest Gothic; late Victorian Boom style; Federation and mid twentieth century brick
dwellings that provide a 'map' in built form of Colac's residential development. The Colac Residential
Precinct is of historic importance in demonstrating the evolution of Colac as an important regional centre,
the residential development commencing initially in an area close to the churches, then later fanning out
in a north east direction from an apex at Queen and Manifold Streets, adjacent to the original creek
crossing and the civic precinct.

RECOMMENDATIONS :
To be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

Shire of Colac Otway Heritage Study
Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

Recommendations - Places • 2

HISTORY :
Queen Street north was formed as a thoroughfare in 1885 and kerbed and channelled in 1897. These works
made the street attractive and in the period from 1885 to 1900 nine residences were erected on the side
between Dennis and Pollock Streets. Growth was halted by the onset of the economic depression in the
early 1890s, when little building work was undertaken. However, at the close of the nineteenth century and
early decades of the twentieth century, Colac experienced population serge. New residents were attracted to
the town to take up residency by the expansion of the timber and dairying industry. So housing growth
surged Houses fanned out along Queen Street, then Pollack and Calvert to Gellibrand Street until, in the
first two decades of the twentieth century, timber dwellings began also to predominate along Fyans Street.
A few of the dwellings constructed in the 1880s and early 1890s, were brick, but the majority in the precinct
were timber with iron roofs, and most were modest is size.
The precinct continued to be fully occupied by the 1960s, although some places had been demolished and
replaced by newer brick veneer or strata-title units. Garages and car port had also begun to intrude into
some properties as owners attempted to accommodate this relatively new form of transport that had not
been provided for when their houses had been constructed. The annual rates charged, on average, were
lower - approximately £150 - £180 per annum - in comparison to the newer, more prestigious areas a few
streets further west where rates, on average, were about £250 per annum. Rather than reflecting the standard
of housing, the rate variation between this and other areas provides greater indication of popular trends ad
fashion in housing by the mid-twentieth century, trend that have again altered to now embrace turn of the
century dwellings that are now often marketed as 'period homes'.
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Colac Residential Precinct is bounded to the north by Fyans Street; to the east by Queens Street; south
by Manifold Street; and west by Gellibrand Street. The Colac Residential Precinct also extends south along
Queen Street to Dennis Street which defines the southern limits of the precinct. The Colac Residential
Precinct was initiated parallel to Barongarook Creek, which divided the old Colac settlement from the later
nineteenth century town development. The houses offer a form of mapping and are consequently an
important feature of the precinct. The housing stock seems generally to have fanned north and west from
the Queen and Dennis Street apex, providing examples of domestic architecture commencing with the villas
built in 1880s, the later Federation bungalow styled houses of the early decades of the twentieth century. An
older section comprising a few timber houses also survive in Pollack Street, between Geillibrand and Hesse
Streets, in the vicinity of the St John and St Andrew's churches, Although notable exceptions of midtwentieth century brick houses are present, most offer good examples of late Victorian or early Federation
villas. The majority of these homes are single-storey, timber framed structures with painted exterior
weatherboard and grey corrugated iron clad roofs with typical decorative detailing. The houses opposite the
Anglican church group are later in design. The dwellings, some of which are also modest in scale, are set in
traditional styled gardens with front fences and uniform set backs. Although the precinct includes a number
of infill developments commonly located at the corner intersections, these buildings, despite their very
different architectural style, do not aversely diminish the quality of the historic streetscape vistas. The
regular siting of these medium density projects, coupled with the consistently modest scale of development,
along with the general lack of other competing modern infill projects, has to some degree, reduced the
intrusive nature of these buildings in the streetscape. This type of development reflects attempts to increase
the density of the historic residential area in line with state government housing policies of the late
twentieth century and contrasts with their former policies, which led to the creation of low-cost public
housing schemes of the mid twentieth century on the outskirts of Colac.
Another notable feature of the precinct are the street trees planted on the edge of the roads, on the border of
a deep grassy verges which drain towards central open channels or culverts. The integrity of the mature
avenue of trees is considered relatively rare, as few similar streetscapes in rural Australia have survived.
The position of planting has allowed the trees to spread their branches across the roads to meet in a grand
arch, whilst leaving the front gardens of the residential properties on either sides of the street free of shade.
In consequence there are a number of outstanding historic gardens in the precinct which contain mature
ornamental trees and shrubbery.
Assessment Date : 2000
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Name of Place :

MEMORIAL SQUARE PRECINCT
Ref. No. : 308

Location :

Murray Street
Colac

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Colac Memorial Square, bounded by Murray, Gellibrand, Dennis and Hesse Streets, is a World War
1 memorial reserve that evolved from the Market Reserve set aside when Colac was surveyed in 1864.
Now known as Memorial Square, the areas incorporates a large walk-in war memorial (c1924) at its
centre designed by Frederick Sales, and a generally symmetrical path system with extensive plantings of
mature Ulmus procera (English Elm) framing the centrepiece. The Memorial Square also includes a
number of memorials that commemorate members of the community, including those to Andrew Fisher,
Fountain The St Johns Gymnastic Club, Rotary Club Clock, the Cliff Young Memorial Track and Plaque,
the Lone Pine Plaque and the Jack Dillon Fountain and Plaque. The square is the focal point for
community activities in the district, and is a popular recreational site providing respite for travellers
passing through the Shire. The Memorial Square is of historical, architectural, aesthetic and social
importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Memorial Square is historically important for its
commemoration of the service and sacrifices of the Colac and district communities. The Memorial Square
is architecturally important as one of the most impressive walk-in war memorials in regional Victoria.
The Memorial Square is aesthetically and socially important as a public open space in continual use since
the first settlement of Colac.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

To be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Memorials & Monuments (9.2)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
The earliest town plans of Colac show an area set aside for a Market Reserve in Murray Street. The reserve
was not ever developed and remained a dust bowl in summer and mud heap in winter where farmers parked
wagons.
In 1873 the Minister for Lands advised the Colac Shire Council that he would set aside the land for a public
park. This was eventually agreed to and the block was enclosed with a picket fence in 1875 and some 140
trees planted.
In 1879 Council proposed to subdivide the reserve to allow commercial development along Murray Street
but a violent public reaction thwarted this move. Nevertheless Council viewed the reserve as providing
opportunities for various interest groups and allowed several structures to be built on it.
In 1887 a fire station and tower was erected. In 1890 the Colac Bowling Club was permitted to build a club
house and greens, and in 1901 a Library, masquerading as the South African War Memorial, was sited in
the south east corner. The Library memorial plaque was later stolen and not replaced so the younger
generation had no inkling of the Library’s true purpose after this.
After the First World War the role of the reserve was critically looked at and a number of decisions made
on its future. The Shire sponsored the War Memorial Movement and when sufficient funds were available,
erected the memorial in the centre of the reserve. The fire station was removed as part of this renewal as
well as general beautification works also being carried out. The reserve was then named The Memorial
Square. The open space in the middle of town was still not immune from building over and in 1954 the
Town Council proposed to construct a new Town Hall on the site. There was furious local opposition and
the plan was dropped. However the community would accept an extension to the war memorial and this
was carried out in 1957. By now the Colac community fully accepted the role of the Square as open space
that was not to be compromised. The Library building was removed in 1970 and the Bowling Club
relocated in 1992 in order to provide a free expanse of parkland. The City Council rejuvenated the Square
in 1993 with a Federal Grant and works included renewal of pathways, installation of a playground and
construction of a Town Plaza and Pergola. The architects were Green & Dale. The Memorial Square
houses a number of monuments and plaques that reflect the spirit of the community and its response to
national and local events.
The centre piece of the Square is the First World War Memorial. A citizens committee devised the proposal
to erect a Permanent Peace Memorial in the Market Square and, with Colac Shire Council approval and
cooperation, undertook fund raising and a design competition for such a memorial. The chosen design was
by Frederick Sales. The memorial is 50 feet high, 20 feet wide and 16 feet deep and is built on a base of
heavy bluestone with a natural rock face. The front entrance comprises bluestone steps bordered by facing
piers leading to the main entrance. A small panel carries the words “The Shire’s Tribute” and other panels
bear the names of the many well-known battles during the conflict. The portals of the building are enclosed
between two Corinthian columns 20 feet high supporting the pediment of the Corinthian order and carved
leaves of the Acanthus decorate the tops of the columns. The chamber with a tiled floor, a lofty dome and
panelled roof lists the names of 1546 servicemen who enlisted and 318 who died. All the stone in the
structure, including the Corinthian columns, came from Waurn Ponds. A torch emblem tops the Memorial
in a bowl 11 feet in diameter with the sculptured head of Mars, the God of War, facing the four points of the
compass. The main superstructure above the base is Ballan yellow dressed stone with rich veins of colour
markings. The official unveiling took place on 15 November 1924 and was performed by Sir Henry
Chauvel. The memorial is the most magnificent anywhere in country Victoria and is only bettered by the
larger walk-in structures at Geelong and Melbourne. The memorial to those who served in the Second
World War and Korean War was constructed as a separate entity on the Murray Street side of the First
World War memorial. In 1955 Architects Mason & Weinstock developed a contemporary design involving
a low wall and two tall columns facing a pool of remembrance. The memorial was opened on 3 August
1957 by Lt. Governor Sir Edmund Herring. Since then there have been other plaques placed on the
memorial complex recognising the conflicts in Malaya, Borneo, the Malayan Peninsula and Vietnam 1948 –
1972; Women who Served and the Garden of Peace (the latter two unveiled on 15 August 1995, being the
50th anniversary of the end of World War Two).
(History cont.)

Other memorials and plaques within the Square include the (1) Fisher Memorial. A plaque commemorates
the utterance of Andrew Fisher, leader of the Federal Labor (Opposition) Party, who in Colac on 31 July,

1914 said that Australia would fight the Germans to the last man and the last shilling after details of
German aggression against its neighbours were announced. (2) St John’s Fountain The St Johns Gymnastic
Club donated a polished granite drinking fountain in 1923. (3) Rotary Clock The Rotary Club movement
donated a clock on an elevated metal standard on the Murray Street frontage, 23 February 1980. (4) Cliff
Young Track Local resident Cliff Young rose to national attention in 1982 when he won the Sydney to
Melbourne ultra marathon foot race. A running track around the Square was installed for the purposes of
endurance running. A plaque to this effect was unveiled in 1982. (5) Lone Pine Plaque - An Aleppo Pine
tree generated by seed from the original lone pine at Gallipoli was planted on the north side of the mound in
1995. A plaque records this. (6) Dillon Fountain. In 1972 Cr. Jack Dillon suggested that the Square be
made more attractive by an illuminated fountain and this was installed and opened in 1974. The fountain
was modelled on the El Alemain Fountain at Kings Cross. In 1993 the centrepiece fountain was removed
and the basin converted to a reflective pool.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Town Square precinct comprises the Memorial Square, the former market square, the avenue of mature
trees and other plantings, layout paths and all the historic structures and Memorials contained within the
square bound by Murray, Hesse, Gellibrand and Dennis Streets, it also includes all those properties which
overlook the square. These consists of the group of remodelled 1950s shop fronts along Murray Street, the
former SEC Commission office building, the Sewell Building, and a small group of Inter War shops on
Gellibrand street, the Italianate 19th century building and its associated development on Hesse streets and
the remaining group of 19th century Victorian villas along Dennis Street, all these buildings contribute to the
character and narrative history of the development of the Square, providing physical evidence of the
precarious evolution of the former market square from an area used by farmers to hitch their wagons while
attending the sales yards and auctions opposite, to community use of the space and the beautification work
associated with the War Memorial Movement and unveiling of the First World War Memorial in 1924. The
Memorial dominates the square, entitled “ The Shire’s Tribute” and is one of the most impressive and
aesthetically outstanding structure in Victoria, carved out of Ballan stone standing 50 feet high designed by
Frederick Sales to commemorate the 1,546 local servicemen who enlisted and 318 who died during war. It
is designed like a neo-Palladian sacrificial temple of remembrance, associated with the Inter War Stripped
Classical architectural style. A series of steps leads up to a raised chamber on a platform with domed
panelled roof, accessed through 20ft stylized Doric/Corinthian columns in antis, with surmounting Greek
entablature and pediment topped by a giant Grecian urn and torch with sculptured heads of Mars, god of
war, facing the four points of the compass. The shrine is placed within a wider landscaped setting designed
in 1955 by architects, Mason & Weinstock, using contemporary sandstone paving, upright free standing
columns, terraced walls and pool of remembrance since turned into a rose garden, other features include
walkways, and extensive modern playground, 1900 Federation style Chinese influenced timber band
rotunda, standing in the middle of a large paved area surrounded by timber park benches and low clipped
green hedge and tall globe landscape lighting, pergola, miscellaneous collection of park bench seating,
toilet block and barbeque. The square has also become a reciprocal for a number of memorial plaques
mainly granite cairns with attached bronze plaques gathered in a random fashion in one location at the
Hesse Murray street corner.
(Physical Description cont.)

Total number of trees: 54

Ages (est.): 100 (c1900) and 76 (pl. 1924)

Height: 20m (average)
Canopy: 20m (average)
Trunk Circumference: not measured (3.1m in 1986)
Memorial Square is a World War 1 Memorial reserve developed from earlier parkland and bounded by
Murray, Hesse, Dennis and Gellibrand Streets in central Colac. A park precinct, it is level in topography
and its major elements comprising a c1924 [confirm] war memorial at its centre, and a geometric path
system with extensive plantings of mature Ulmus procera (English Elm)framing this centrepoint. 54 trees
assessed by NT in 1986 are a group planting which provides the context for the central memorial. Many
perimeter trees precede the erection of the monument and appear to have been planted near or before the
turn of the century (c1900), while trees closer to the memorial, especially those around the central circular
path, date from the erection of the memorial (c1924), as confirmed by photographs of the time.
Further investigation should confirm any changes to the path layout and alterations to other fabric, as well
as the exact extent of plantings predating the war memorial.
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Name of Place :

CORAGULAC CHURCH PRECINCT

Location :

Coragulac

Ref. No. : 309

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Church Precinct at Coragulac extends from the junctions of Lineens, Larpent and Corangamite Lake
Roads in the south, and to the north-east along Corangamite Lake Road. The Coragulac Church Precinct
dates back to 1887 when Irish immigrant Thomas Baker purchased the Corunnun Estate, which was
subsequently subdivided and settled by Irish-Catholic potatoe farmers from the Warrnambool and Koroit
district. The Coragulac Church Precinct comprises the landmark red brick St Brendan's Church (1938),
the memorial bell tower (1937), the red brick Good Samaritan Convent (1924), the red brick presbytery
(now St Brendan's Parish House, 1920s), and mature plantings. The Coragulac Church Precinct is of
historic, social and aesthetic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Coragulac Church Precinct is
historically important through its relationship to the Irish Catholic and Italian settlement of the area. The
Coragulac Church Precinct is aesthetically important as good examples of Inter-War buildings designed
by the architect A. A. Fritsch. The Coragulac Church Precinct is socially important for the role it played
in assisting Irish and Italian migrants to settle in the district. The Coragulac Church Precinct is historically
important through association with the provision of education in the Shire.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

To be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Religious Institutions (9.1)

Mary Sheehan & Associates

HISTORY :
In 1887 Irish immigrant Thomas Baker, along with a syndicate, purchased the Corunnun Estate. He
subdivided the land and, through advertising, attracted Irish Catholic potatoe farmers from the
Warrnambool and Koroit district. In a relatively short time the population of the estate area increased from
4 to 400. The construction of a spur line to Alvie in 1922 provided a fillip to the development of onion
cropping on a large scale in the Cororooke-Alvie-Warrion area. The first Catholic church, a timber building,
was completed in 1899 in response to the influx of Irish to the district. Because of the growing number of
Catholic parishioners in the area, St Brendan’s was declared a separate parish in 1918. By 1924 a
presbytery, primary school and convent had been built. However fire destroyed the original St Brendan’s
church in 1938. The present St Brendan’s church, designed by the prominent Melbourne architects, was
completed in 1939 on the foundations of the old church. A year later in 1937 a bronze bell, mounted on a
steel tower, was erected and dedicated to the memory of Father McCarthy, who was parish priest from 1918
to 1935. This bell and tower were later relocated to the present site to the south of the church in the midfifties, to make way for the construction of the school. In 1919 the Good Samaritan Sisters took over the
running of the school from the Mercy Sisters, took up residency in the presbytery that had just been
completed adjacent at 737 Corangamite Lake Road, conducting lessons in the church (destroyed by fire in
1938), until the Good Samaritan Convent was completed in 1924. Primary classes were by then conducted
in a purpose-built school (now demolished) and a secondary college and boarding school operated from the
convent. In the 1930s the Catholic population in the district was augmented with Italian migrants who
settled in the vicinity and took up potatoe and mixed farming. In 1967 a science block was added to the
convent, part-funded by the Commonwealth government in its post Second World War program to increase
science eduction in secondary schools. The secondary college closed in 1970. In 1983 the Alvie and District
Kindergarten relocated to the convent and utilised the former science block. It is still used by the
kindergarten. The convent is now also used as a convention centre.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Coragulac Church Precinct extends from the junction on Lineens Larpent and Corangamite Lake Roads
in the south, and along Cororooke Road to the north east. The Precinct comprises the landmark red brick
Interwar Romanesque mixed Gothic St Brendan's church (site #152). The church is located on the knoll of a
hill, overlooking the countryside within a large Catholic complex. A metal open lattice bell tower stands to
the south of the church. The Precinct also comprises the imposing two-storey ecclesiastic red brick convent
built by Searle and Wallace for the Roman Catholic Ballarat diocese in 1924 (site #148). A red brick
presbytery built in 1919, (now St Brendan's Parish House) is located adjacent to the convent and
complements the precinct. The 1958 redbrick St Bendan’s Primary School (designed by P.J. O’Connor and
Brophy and constructed by M. J. McMahon) contributes to the continuum of ecclesiastical, educational and
residential constructions that have taken place on this site since the land was first given over to Catholic
church purposes in 1897. Despite the differences in age between the buildings that make up the precinct,
they all have a commonality of theme and style that unifies the group. This relates to the general use of red
face brick with painted timber joinery and a monumentality in approach to design which, combined with a
sparsity of decorative detailing, creates a sombre ecclesiastical character to the place. The re-occurring use
of gothic motifs in the window design, carved stones and finials in the shape of a cross makes the
architecture particularly evocative. The relationship of the presbytery, convent and church reflect their
functional use as prescribed by the Roman Catholic church. The convent has an imposing two storey
colonnaded front verandah which is set between two projecting double storey gable wings. The building is
located behind a mature hedge, accessed from a tree lined drive. The building overlooks the large open
public space in front of the church. In contrast the presbytery, a strongly modelled Federation bungalow
style building with deep return verandahs, faces outwards towards the main road. The residence is set in a
mature garden separated from the convent by huge cypress trees and hedges. The access and relationship
between the two buildings is obscured. In contrast the 1950s modern style little school sits comfortable
between the convent and the church in open cleared ground. The whole complex is particularly scenic
located on a small hill, facing west overlooking the open grasslands of the volcanic plains.
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Name of Place :

FACTORY HOUSES PRECINCT

Location :

Cororooke

Ref. No. : 310

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Factory House Precinct is located on Factory Road Cororooke and incorporates the houses at 25, 27,
29, 57, 59 and 61 Factory Road Cororooke. The Factory House Precinct comprises six timber houses, two
of which were built in the 1920s and the remaining four built in the late 1930s. The Factory Houses
consist of two slightly larger residences located at 27 and 29 Factory Road, and four small box-like
timber cottages with centrally placed gable fronted verandahs or porches. All six buildings have similar
roof pitches and have utilised similar construction materials. The Factory House Precinct is of historic and
architectural importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The Factory House Precinct is of historic
importance through association with the growth of the shire's dairy industry, and by demonstrating the
effect of the industry on the establishment of settlements in the shire in hamlets like at Cororooke. The
Factory House Precinct is historically important in illustrating private industry's dependency on an
available labour force and the recognition of the need to provide housing to encourage workers to the
area. The architectural importance of the Factory House Precinct is demonstrated in the basic shape and
form of the six structures, in the unified character of the architectural style, and in the setting near the
factory.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The site to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme (Individual Listing)

THEMES : Developing Secondary Industries (5.3)

Mary Sheehan & Associates

HISTORY :
The growth of the dairying industry resulted in the formation of small settlements dotted throughout the
Shire. The Cororooke community, formed as a consequence of the development of the dairying industry, is
an example of such a settlement. The small community at Cororooke sprang up after the establishment by
the Colac Dairying Company, which had formed as a co-operative in 1892, set up a creamery at Cororooke
in 1893. In 1901 a full-size butter factory replaced the 1893 creamery.
A small community began to collect at Cororooke to work, firstly, at the creamery and butter factory. They
were followed by shopkeepers and other allied trades who serviced and provided for the factory and its
workers. By 1901 Cororooke had a population of 100 and was described in Victorian Municipal
Directories as a 'postal township with a post office, state school, two churches'. It is highly likely that, at
this time, the dairying company's workers lived locally, some residing in the nearby boardinghouse that
had just been set up by Mary Mahoney in 1901, when the creamery expanded to become a butter factory (
see site #246).
Cororoooke continued to grow and by 1930 the population had crept up to 150 as businesses enlarged, and
as the dairying company itself continued to expand in manufacturing the dairy products produced by the
district's farmers.
Boardinghouse accommodation was no longer sufficient for the needs to of the Colac Dairying Company's
workers. By the second decade of the twentieth century the Colac Dairying Company were providing
accommodation for its workers. By 1930 the company was rated for 'dwellings'. Although it is not clear
how many premises existed, peripheral site inspection suggests that these may have included the dwellings
at 27 and 29 Factory Road.
By 1940 the company had cinstructed seven houses, indicated in rate book by the leap in rates from £475
to £750.
It is not clear how long these houses were occupied by the company's workers. They are now in private
ownership.
The factory houses at 25, 27, 29 and at 57, 59 and 61 Factory Road Cororooke demonstrate recognition of
the need of an available labour force if expansion was to occur. The factory houses also illustrate private
industries readiness to accept this correlation, and that it did not remain the sole responsibility of
governments to provide public housing.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
The Factory House Precinct comprises a group of six timber houses located at 25, 27, 29 and at 57, 59 and
61 Factory Road Cororooke, near the former Colac Dairying Co. factory. The houses form two distinct, but
unified, groups of residences with similar allotments sizes and set backs. They consist of four small boxlike cottages, which all have centrally placed gable fronted verandahs or porches and two slightly larger
residences located at 27 and 29 Factory Road. These latter two residences may have been built slightly
earlier than the others. They are typical asymmetrical Federation style timber cottages with projecting front
gable rooms and side return verandahs, both have tall brick chimneys. All the buildings have similar roof
pitches and construction materials. The group of buildings clearly relates to the factory and appear to have
been specifically constructed to accommodate the workers. There have been some minor changes to the
buildings such as alterations to the windows and there is a bull nose verandah across one of the central
gable porches on one of the residences. However the significance of the buildings lies in basic shape and
form of the structures, the unified character of the architectural style and setting near the factory.
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Name of Place :

DUVERNEY STREET PRECINCT
Ref. No. :311

Location :

Duverney Street
Cressy

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Duverny Street Precinct extends on both sides of the road from Lyons Street through to the Woady
Yallock Creek reserve. The Duverny Street Precinct comprises residential dwellings and retail buildings,
all of which have been constructed of timber, as well as the exotic and indigenous tree plantings in the
central roadway. The Duverny Street Precinct is of historic importance to the Shire of Colac Otway. The
Duverny Street Precinct is historically important for its association with the Shire's early transport routes,
the Frenchmen’s Inn and the river crossing, and demonstrates the many early settlements that sprang up in
the Shire adjacent to main thoroughfares in the mid-nineteenth century. The Duverny Street Precinct is
historically important through association with nineteenth century town planning and illustrates the
principles of Victorian rural town layout and urban design, evident in the central parkland and
landscaping. The early rural town layout and associated buildings, in particular the two commercial
properties and the six weatherboard houses.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

RECOMMENDED LISTING : Local

The precinct to be retained in the Colac Otway Shire Planning Scheme

THEMES : Building Towns (5.1)

Mary Sheehan & Assoc.

HISTORY :
Frenchman’s Inn, which was established on the Woady Yallock Creek in 1840, provided the impetus for
the development of the Duverney Street Precinct at Cressy. The first road routes into and through the Shire
from the 1830s were nothing more than ribbons of dirt across the plains, darting from one creek crossing to
the next. Punts were located at river crossings, and their operators were licensed. Inns sprung up at these
river crossings, or were sited on main roads, to provide accommodation for travellers.
Major road routes were surveyed more or less following the original tracks. In 1845 a timber bridge was
constructed over Woady Yalloak River at Cressy, on the old line of road between Elephant Bridge and
Geelong. This bridge and the approaches to it were damaged in the flood of 1852 so a paved ford (the
remains of which have not been identified), in line with Synott Street, was used. An unsealed macadam
paved road lead to it from the junction of Duverney Street and Bridge Street, and a retail area began to
spring up around the route, adjacent to the Frenchman's Inn. The small settlement continued to modestly
expand in the same location after a new bridge was built at the present crossing of the Hamilton Highway in
1854.
Most buildings, which comprise residential dwellings along with several shops, were constructed after the
subdivisions in the area in the last decades of the nineteenth, first decade of the twentieth century. All have
been built of timber.
The settlement remained small throughout the nineteenth century and in the first decades of the twentieth
century; in 1914 only numbering approximately ninety permanent residents. However the town experienced
a brief ‘hey-day’ during the first half of the twentieth century as large estates in the surrounding area were
subdivided for closer settlement and soldier settlers. When the railway was extended through from Beeac to
Ballarat in 1912, Cressy became a major hub and the population rose to as high as 300 in 1930. But the
railway also caused the relocation of the town’s retail district closer to the station, and away from Duverney
Street. The decline of the Duverney Street district was cemented when, after 1945, reductions in railway
usage commenced, and Cressy stopped growing. Ironically, just as Cressy's population began to decline, an
Infant And Maternal Welfare Centre was opened in 1973 in Duverney Street, and became a symbol of the
growth that did not to eventuate.
Exotic and indigenous trees were planted along the centre section of the road reserve. Attempts were made
to make the central parkland attractive at some stage in the twentieth century by the inclusion of picnic
tables.
Duverney Street Precinct, established on Woady Yalloak Creek at Cressy adjacent to the Frenchman's Inn,
survives as a remnant of this phase of the Shire’s development.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION :
Duverny Street is a remnant example of Victorian rural town layout and urban design. It consists of an oval
drive around a large central landscaped park which has mass plantings of specimen trees such as mature
nineteenth century cypress, elm and more recent native Australian trees. A few remnant trees survive on the
opposite side of the road. The road is largely in its unformed original state, comprising on the private
allotment side, a wide grass verge with an open concrete channel running down the centre, street trees are
planted near the vehicular carriage way and a grassy unformed footpath is on the other side of the drain,
only where the verandahs of the two commercial properties stretch over the footpath is it sealed. There are
no street gutters or stormwater drains and only latterly has a concrete kerb been installed to define the
boundary of the central park. The town centre was relocated before the street was fully developed so the
land has only partially been take up, leaving areas to the west along the river flats vacant, likewise several
allotments facing west remain empty. The southern side consist of several scattered nineteenth century
timber weather board villas set at irregular distances from the road, with one attractive timber bungalow
hall-like building with zero set back. There are two weatherboard nineteenth century commercial properties
located at each extremity of the street, both with deep verandahs and supported by timber posts, which
stretching across the footpath. Both buildings appear to be late nineteenth century or early twentieth century
weatherboard structures with original double fronted shop fronts and interesting signage panels with traces
of original advertisement and lettering.

