
 

 

 

News          

Community Intention Survey results 
27 April 

Council undertook a Community Intention Survey over January/February 2017 to seek feedback 
from the 109 property owners where a house was destroyed in the 2015 Christmas Day fire. 

A key aim of the survey was to understand whether owners are intending to rebuild and if so when.  

Of the 109 properties, 80 responses were received (73%).  

Intention to rebuild: a high proportion of property owners are intending to rebuild – 67.5% of 
respondents.  

• A high percentage of these intend rebuilding within the next two years (55%), with 37.5% 
proposing to do so in the first half of 2017.  

• Only a small proportion of property owners do not plan on rebuilding (11.3%), equivalent to 
12 properties. Reasons given included: cost of reconstruction process, underinsurance, 
complexity of the rebuild process and age of the house – not worth going to effort of 
rebuilding.  

• A reasonable percentage (20.5%) was unsure about rebuilding. Some of these have already 
listed their property for sale. This could be attributed to: having only recently settled 
insurance claims, still exploring costs associated with construction and loss of vegetation and 
uncertainty about whether they want to rebuild.  

Status of rebuilding 

• Good progress on house commencements, with at least 6 houses completed or under 
construction, and a further 2-3 having all relevant approvals and sourcing a builder to 
commence.  

• Significantly, there are at least 13 (possibly more) who have a planning permit but are 
currently seeking further approvals such as the Building Permit or ‘Permit to Install’ for 
wastewater treatment system, which means they have been through the bulk of the design 
and approval processes and are close to commencement.  

• There is currently 11 planning permit applications being processed by Council, most of which 
should be completed in the coming month(s).  

• At least 18 have either sought advice from the Council’s One Stop Shop service or have then 
gone on to engage an architect and prepare plans for lodgement with Council. These are 



likely to result in applications being sought for planning, building permit and wastewater 
approvals with Council over the coming 6-12 months.  

 


